B RESILIENT
LESSER men would have folded uﬁa

~ along time ago. Or they would have k

sacrificed their: Antegrit,
ples and behefs in th ,
reach-the apex of their careers.

_ But Tan Sri Abdul Malek Ahmad
has always been different,
- He knew he !had‘all

“the compassmn
- the country’s
~ he was overlook

udges Yet, when

“years ‘in

‘several timesin

ment The Bar Councﬂ weléomed :

< him. The Oppos1t1on embraced -
- him; - His peers “of the Bench
cheered him on. -

-Opposition leader Lun K1t Slang g

* welcomed his appomtment as-the

- “first bright spot in more than- 15
‘ 'bleak and desolate -

en

“the 19905, a.k.a. the dark days of ., =70 yea

- the:Malaysian, judiciary, he did not

- sulk in his chambers or play truant ‘

-on the golf greens. . .
‘He shrugged off the drsappomt-
-ment and., contmued dispensing -
justice with a clear conscience. It -
must have been gratmg seeing less -
capable men moverinto more senior

a-quagmire of
controversy ute in the

years. follo

He was. appomtedpresrdent of e
~Court of Appeal. :
- His journey

an- in 1966 when
: he was: appoints ag 1strate in

Kuala Lumpur’;: irom - there ‘he

ser /arious positions such as
deputyp iblic pr utor, Sessions.-
Court “preside essions Court’
ior president, High Court judge, .

" Court judge. -
~When he was eppmnted the pr 3
ident of the Court of Appeal i

of Appeal judge and Federel

pectatmns? Has this- one ‘man
-~ changed the way the public: and
“lawyers view the judiciary?

Judging by the comments in the"

’v1s1tors book outside his hospital

“room; their respect -and- affection

for him'is intact. If anything, it may

; have grown, burnished no oubt by .
positions; year after yeer X st\». the even-handed manner in-which -
b ‘he has managed his eourtroomand.

the integrity of his judgments.

him as-he recovers from surgery..

owered him with affection. -
A Malay Ruler held his-hand and

_Council officials. He was also vis-
ited by a senior judge whom he
cast1gated in a’ judgment in 2001
If there was a common theme i in
the pages of messages, it was this:

‘ You are needed, come-back soon.
- Counton him staymg the course..
e folded ‘in:

~men would h,
adversity.

"IF there is a prxze for the dumbest

spe

“better interaction .among. Malays, -
“Chinese; Indians, Kadazandusuns o
.Ibans, etc. : ‘

k schools

Over the past few weeks, Malay -
Rulers, judges; lawyers and family: el
friends have made a beeline to visit BbE i

“Anumber -have - managed to:
ﬁend a few.minutes with him and .-

“spoke tohim in hushed tones, wish-- -

“ing him a speedy recovery. . s
' Former Lord Presidents have jot-

“ted down encouraging 'words in the

- visitors’ book as have-several Bar‘

- of Islam. The head of the company

- immediately.

- skewed - “thinking? - Conventional
- wisdom says that those wha spout. - ¢an.

- sensical-ideas should be ignored.
Instead of giving them any space or -

Ab 'lMalek Ahm has nev- "~allow1ng them to g, i b a shce of the

er been one ol' them :

email, it must belong to Mohd Fauzi'
Mustiaffa. He must hafwe been l1v1ng.r :
‘ent,play her

“campaigns to promote’

‘Anecdotal evxdence suggests that.

the-moat of race and religion still |

separates

raged to g' et‘“thelr fhon-Mus-
1 ring the festive ea- -

syariah department, he added that:
Muslims who had extended such
greetings to Hindus should rep nt said- that the- emaﬂ was
- for- internal - circulation. l
ontents and views expressed

ot Takaful Malaysia’s official

and definitely not an edict or |

fir  reference for use by unrelated ‘

How should’ we react.to. s

silly statements and promote non-

f Perak and



