Seri Abdullah
The Umno
serious about w.

“We want leaders for therr abrllty to “
serve; not for. thelr ab1llty to buy sup-
: -majority of these vrews were based on

“hearsay. ;

port. -

ng torid the party'
of the scourge but hé could not doit. - .
N ~»%and resoundrng message Be wrth me -
f to clean our party of the scourge of -
‘money politics,” he said when opening
- the Umno general-assembly yesterday. said:

“You have the power to send a clear/

forthcommg," h sa B

The process of arrestmg and prose— ‘i,

_cuting was not easy and the process-of

“investigation, proving corruption and -
getting wrtnesses was very drfﬁcult he -

“said.

large numbers_if we. “do not have

- Abdullah said: people were. saying - Abdullah; who: is Prime Mrnrster
that corruption was. rampant but the

all levels of government.

“Thére 'is ‘no pornt in prosecutrng'

en gh evrdence to convrct them,’ he

‘said-he wanted-to fight: corruptron at.

: “Wrthout integrity, a country carinot .

speed up corruption cases as it was in”
the national interest.

- Sometimes, the fight against corrup—
-.-tion was frustratrng, he said.: k
“There” is a perception that | am-

slowrng down in the fight against-cor-
ruption;'that no action is being taken. -
“““That does not mean that I am not

~monitoring. Thisis a long and ongorng
- process;” he said,
Abdullah said enforcing the rule of

law in a firm and transparent manner,

gra

be deemed to be successful in the real
“.“sense,” hesaid.. - ,
He said he had called on the courts to

partrcularly in the ﬁght against crime,
was important.

““We cannot allow the occurrence of
major crimes to create the perception
that this country is no onger safe.
.- “The language of the law is the same
for -all citizens. No one is exempted

- from prosecutron no one is above the
“law. ~

“It would be g‘ﬁ esty and a subject
of ridicule if the laws only applied to
the 'weak ‘and those without posi-
tions,” he'said-and urged Umno leaders
to. be the first to drsplay exemplary
behaviour.



