THE -following is. Datuk ‘Seri:
Abdullah Ahmad-Badawi’s res«
! o Weaie o

"“The aetions we take are based
o facts which'strengthen the -
~“stand we have taken. Why do’ >
.'we have to take those steps? " ©
If the plans we are taking are”
related to 'us- helping the

by the Gerakan

nomic pie-is'only 18.9%:
The Prime Minister made the
staterent * when asked by
reporters upon his return from
performing the umrah.

"Q: Itis as if péople are taking

advantage of your openness,

and they are challenging Ma-
lay rights. It is as if the non-
Maldys -are . disputing the
rights of Malays when the Ma-
lays are not questioning non-
‘Malay rights. What will you
do to ensure that people do
- not go overboard in question-
ing or disputing? -
A: If people question, then we
must have answers. We do not

parent; what is the problem?
t liars,

bumiputras, it must still be con-
tinued because the balance has

still not ‘reached the level we
. 'deem as -acceptable. Then, that,

is wthen -actions ‘have to be

“taken.

Now, it is not the implemen-

tation of the New Economic -
Policy because that policy was -

concluded in 1991. -
But- the policies after: that

" have to continue with ‘several

aspects: contained in the NEP,
such as poverty eradication.
Because if we say“it is 1991
and the NEP is done, do we say
everything stops? Weno longer

W

" havea problem. If we are trans-

.was the old policy? That would
beé a wrong stand. 1t is not right..- -

 The Sar- (1"((}9,\ Wwo b
The young people who
question are also Malays,

it’s not like all Malays are
just silent on issues.

eradicate poverty because tha he’” Nat}io’nél‘ffEconoﬁiic

s which - we-talk about this. People say
: generation is more vis-
ung people, after study-

ism and will

- to shut their mouths as
will-continue to.burn in
debates have been  their hearts, and this will lead

in so many numbers and  to dissatisfaction. ‘ )
at deal of meetings; such -

tative Council 1, 2 and 3.
is-habis (Till no end)

~To open up on important-

e best for

things is not something that
troubles us. It won't trouble us.

The young people who ques-
tiomi.are also Malays, it’s not like
all Malays are ‘just silent on

-“issues.
. We are feady to give opinions

arid,“ve hope they will not go

ovérboard, make all sorts of
“accusations. g

We are not in the business of
cheating people. That is not our

way. We don’t lead by lying

(memerintah menipu). We lead
and want the best for all

Malaysians, not just one partic- .

ular party.

We have to see the whole sit- - -
uation; not just one quarter or
corner, That is important. The:

Malaysian Government now. is
built based on. unity. Co
operation' is possible” becaus
the Government shares power.

The peoples’ confidence is i
a government of all races. A

©Cabinet decision is a.decision
agreed by all. How can we not’"

have others’ agreement?
We do mnot think like that.

Problems of the Indian commu- .

nity, we take on-as a responsi=

ble government to Malaysians: -
“of different races and religions.

That is what the people need to
understand. - Don't - try . and

accuise; accuse, accuse, and the

media tries to- mengembur tak

paSal pasal (play up withno rea-. .
son) issues which are sensitive.

Q; ‘The Gerakan president

wants the Government to dis- -

close-how it came up with the

_ figures.

A: Oh, so he-is questioning
methodology. We have 'no
problem - explaining - any
methodologies we have used.

You must understand when

" there is a crisis. The economic
_ crisis, for example, was bad. So -

many businesses, Malay entre-

preneurs, were finished. How -

many had: huge debts which
they could not pay? '

So that had affected our

standing. I wish that our stand-

ing could be up at all times, but-

it is not like that when there is a
problem.

Our policies are long-term
policies. In that time, there are

many things that happen. The'

- ly. Why ask and then insinuate, |

Q:So you think some parties,

will takeiit. -

‘dom, why no openness. That is
“taking advantage. “
. When we open, there are |
“ those who nak kacau (will ‘

“tage.

Q: This is a warning to the

" buat kacau (cause trouble). Our

" lem, discuss it properly. That is

.who want to find problems.

high price of oil also haé an

_ effect on our plans, for example.
~Sg-we face:it all-and have to

overcome the challenges. We
donm’t want to make: accusa-

. tions, insinuations. :

This is a general statement for
anyone, There is no henefit to
insinuate or accuse. If you want
explanations, then ask proper-

ask and thefl accuse?

groups are taking advantage

of the openness now? \
- 'A: 1. don’t “know. Human !

beings ‘always.take advantage
at any time. When there is'a

chance (to take advantage) he ‘
make it open, they will take
ntage and- challenge (the
n), If there is no openness
hey will ask why is it like
why today there is no free- |

il

cause trouble) and take advan-

" But we must face this serious- |

ly. What is important is that if |
-there is something constructive |
* (suggested), that we should |

improve (on the decision), we |

-areprepared to receive their"|
. views,:

it if the intention is to |
cause trouble, then let’s see
what will happen.

groups? - s i

A: To anyone. Don't twist (the
matter), Malays or others, don’t
kacau (cause  trouble). If you
want to-ask, ask properly. Don’t

country is peaceful. o]
God does not make problems |
by causing typhoons, earth- '

* quakes, volcano eruptions, but

human beings want to.-make
problems, for what? We "are
very peaceful. If there is a prob-
important. -

There is no patience now for
problems, and there are those

e, insinuate,” want. to
ke innuendos. There are no
efits to.such actions.




