Dr M agrees to a meeting
to voice his grievances

By JOCELINE TAN
and SIRA HABIBU -
newsdesk@thestar.comamy

“ KUALA LUMPUR: A fresh attembt
is being made to get Tun Dr Ma-

_ hathir Mohamad and Datuk Seri -
- Abdullah’ Ahmad Badawi fo end

their feud ahead of Hari Raya and
the Umno géneral assembly next
month.

The mediation effort is belng
quietly organised by a group of
Umno veterans who want to brlng

~ the.two leaders together fora pn—

vate meetlng

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir revealed
that the proposal to meet the
Prime Minister was made by Mu-
barak, the association of former
Members of Parliament and State
Assemblymen, which had advised

‘the former premier to express his

sentiments to Abdullah. -~

Dr Mahathir said he was ready
to meet Abdullah before Hari Raya
to tell him about “all my griev-
ances and after that, it is up'to the
Prime Minister”.

“The Mubarak members asked
me to ‘pour my heart oat to the
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~men in Langkawi, .~
-~ Asked -about the grrevances

.spoken of them before”.

set:to begin on'Nov 13 at the
Putra World :Trade Centre
k here

uled for last ‘Wednesday
evening 'was . put. off -at the

- tight schedules.::
““Both hadi, ;
pugsa . -appointments  and
:Abdullah-was scheduled to: fly

:; perform the umrah

ing is ‘the date -
“and time: It is’ ‘upto the Prime
~Minister now. I undetstand. he. -
- hasalot of work,” he told news- -,

fhe said: “Theré are many, 1 have -

o Mrnrster, is wor ‘
~scefies 1o arrang
- for the meeting.~ -
- An -earlier effort. to, “bring
~together " Dr. Mahathir - and -
-~ Abdullah -to’ end. their fallout

‘and " said -to"- involve . formergf-
Umno secretary-general - Tun -+ he
“Khalil Yaakob, failed- because
- can sort out these issues
not appropriate ‘to involve . vate
Khalil, who is now the Yang di- - he saic
Pertua Negrl.
Although
move -in: july- was’ denied, Dr
- Mahathir later confirmed: that

-Hari Raya is expected to fall
“on Monday. or Tuesday, while -
‘the Umno general assembly is

" Soureessaid.a me&tmg sched-.
“eleventh hour on Dr Mahathir’s
suggestion: because of - their

heir own- buka

off at 5am the next morning to -

However he refusecl/',tf 71;‘

some Umno leaders felt it was

of Malacca. -
the medratron

there had been such aiieffort;

Several Umno ieaders con-e

had earlier hinted: at such an--but cauti
“effort, “saying “somethmg nice””"
. would Happen between the two -
men during the fasting morith. h

e y Y
: the couritry, -

.. As to whethe th

: ;Mrmster would be’ op

- meeting;

- “Pak-Lahiis. always prepare to .

*.‘mieet people for the good of the‘
i country ne 5 i

hcately :
A Cabrnet rrunrster who

““It‘sbetter for the two ledders |

tossit down and: talk rather thanf

Govemment In that way the‘y;’ ‘

Muhammad  said: |
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