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. LUMPUR: Tun r Ma- -
hathlr Mohamiad has levelled
fresh criticism dgainst Prime
Minister ‘Datuk - Seri Abdullah
- Ahmad - Badawi, through an
open letter sent to the media

yesterday.

. The two-page letter - titled
Why did I criticise -the Prime
‘Minister? - was addressed. to.
“Citizens of Malaysia.”

- “In a sitiation where rio-one
~-cancriticise the Prime Minister,
‘I have to voice my criticisms on .
matters that do not concern my

personal ‘being, but only those

that concern the interest of the
100, ] ’ce and countly," he

{ tter, Wthh he 51gned
as- Walaysnm citizen and
commoner,” Dr Mahathir listed
four manners in which he had
allegedly: been blocked. from
. criticising Abdullah. ) ’
He claimed that Umno, non-
government  organisations, as-
sociations of government offi--
cers or non=government offi- .
_ €ers; universitiés or other insti-
tutions were not allowed to
invite him to their functions.
.*He also said: “Every time’
anything that involves the pub-
" lic"takes ™ place, the Deputy
Prime Minister and  certain
other quarters will forcefully
advise that any cfiticism, com-
ment or debate should stop.”” -
.Claiming there was a climate
- -of fear in the country, Dr Maha-
thir said-the ‘questions and
issues he “had -raised had not -
been answered, and that what
was being questioned was his
right to'comment and criticise.
He said attempts were made
to disparage him “so badly that I
am made out to be of unsound -
mind.” Repeatedly, ailegations
- were made that the administra-
tion during my time was worse.”
-The former prime . minister,
who led the country for 22
years, said the media also made
out his criticisms as despicable
and reprehensive. ,
“My meeting with him (Ab-
- dullah} should be kept: secret
- from the rakyat. And because
we have met, [ can no.longer
criticise whatever is done by
the Prime Minister,” he said.
In ending his letter, Dr Maha-
thir said he was forced to release
© awritten statement so that it was-
not spun by anyone as all ave-
nues:for -criticising the Govern-
‘ment had been.closed to him. -



