" THE four—eyed meetmg bet
.-Minister Datuk Seri-Abdullah A

~and his predecessor, Tun Dr Mahathir

* Mohamad, in Seri Perdana on'the: second day. =

- .of Deepavaliwas a missed opportumty

“the-much-hyped meeting achieving:much in
. terms of ending thepublic row between

them. But; af the same timé; it cannotbe- |

- denied that there were ‘also many who:had

-“hoped; maybe even prayed, thatthemeet:ng s
month old public quarrel thathad |

o ends the

ffected the govern ment’
14t

: zproachement as the quarel had g

the two would be sufficiently overcome by the.

Ramiadan spirit of goodwill and comradeshlp\ :
=t0 begln stepping away from their entrenched |-
posmons and to-workout sormiething togeth- E
_erinthe best interest of the nation, The skep- -

True, not many people put much store by &

enotigh. Optimistic Muslims had’ prayed that :

ties" position is that recon(:lhatlon is difficult
-:as both men had already, by their statements,
drlven themselves further and further apart ,

still, not-all is completely lost. The impor-
tantthmgl it they met—even if they were
“nudged towards it — after months of talking
~only through the media: A ahathir, despite

ned attack on Abdullah after the
itafollo S

to make him to be seen as an msngmflcant_
_ government gadfly ta be successful.
-:Prospects forithe landmark public quarrel
“toend through further meetings, four-eyed or
otherwise, still seems tobe a good option:



