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B EAN'rIMG':,,MaI‘aysia has set up-th

National Space Centre ‘to further devel- -
- op'the country’s space technology and ==
~boostits growth through space-related

activities. - -~

- » Located-on 162haiin Surigai \Lané .
"here, the centre will also be usedtomon- .

‘itor the RazakSat sateliite. -

«.. - Opening the centre yesterday, Prime:.

~Minister Datuk Seri-Abdullah Ahmad-
- Badawisaid it is an additional steptopro--*
Pelthe-country towards a more devel-

-0ped and siiccessful future based on
knowledge and technology, - .-

" Fhe centre’s mission control facility
- ing the Weather, land development and;
more importantly, to monitor natural dis="
“vasters'stich as forest fires and haze as -
' S0 ha i - wellas oil spills,” said Abdullah: = .-
- Oratory which consists of theintegrating - ‘

Sphere, a spectroradiomater andasatel- -

-has areceiving antenna and features of

the tracking, telemetry and-commang-

Cantennas. it D
~““1talso has the optical calibration lab-

-acq
Ogy' o e K i
= "In‘the last few decades, satellite:
images had beenwidely used forvarious A are :
‘ . mission there. This is:what 1 hopeé.”he
“told themy o5 e S e e

lite turn-table,

" The space centre’s next phase of -
- developmentwill include aritenna and
. RF desigrrand GEO mission control. The
“eéquipment being planned includes a
thermal vacuum chamber, mass proper-
ty measurement system and a-shaker,
““When compléted, the‘centre could
becomie & regional hub for satellite fabri- -
_Cationand testing, -~ - B
o "This'is an-additional_\stepjtaken‘t‘o{
- propel the country-to'a futire-that is:
more advanced and to move-forward by
cquiring more knowledge and technol-

reasons such as monitoring and predict-

S«,m ‘-  “\5 ( ( o

__The space centre mission control
facility will also be used toestablish con- - Bole

“tacts with Malaysia’s astronaut, who will

blast off in a year on a Russian Soyuz -

- spacecraft next year. ;

Sheikh Muszaphar Shiikor arid back-
Up astronaut Faiz Khaleed had leftfora
one-year training stint in Moscow’s Star

“City, beginning tomorrow, . -

. “We want our astronaut to éhqw to:
theworld thatslamis not a hindrance to

- brogress even while exploring space;”

Abdullahsaid. - 7T
 After the aunch, the prime minister
had a live chat'with Sheikh Muszaphar

and Faiz via video conferencing. = - L
~"Ihope both of you will work hardand

‘study whatever is taughit toyou. Learnas

‘much as you can while'you are on your

“We hope you can fly off to space

safely and make the country proud. This

is'my hope and-the hope of ‘all

-~ Malaysians and it goes to show Malaysia



