JAYA, Tues. — Non-gov- any.d mé inistry: ' watchdogs the Government would
orgamsatzons we comed * but ‘rather the speci tio; hat  -get'a more accurate prcture of s1tua-
e penness ‘ | , tions. -

“The Government should riot, - be'
- overly suspiciots of NGOs, which are
- formied to help-it and the people, and

: <" net cause problems,” said Hamdzn. -
"also sa1d they sh e Centre for Environment, Technol—
a.llowed to get involved more 7 ogy and’ Development Malaysia
- in'the pohcy-makmg Process:: L ‘(CETDEM) executive director Gurmit-

: Womens A1d ‘Organisati Singh, a vocal activist for sustainable

NGOs descnbed Datuk Ser1 Ab o dis d Josiah sai . development rated the Government’
dullah Ahmad Badawi’s assurance worked ‘with the: people and had - past’ relationship with NGOS as “a

yesterday as an “eénhancentent, of re- knowledge of what was happenmg 80 m1xed bag” of lnghs and Tows.

” with - the Government and  there should be representation at all ~~ “There was a time: when we were
“levels of the government machinery, | viewed as’ enemies but that has

This ~_shou1d ot be limited to #- changed. However, there i§7still a big

. : -disconneet; betwee 11“ servme and
“We welcome thlS statement’ But : E . ‘ ; real action”

we don’t deal with the Prime Min Malays1an Trades Umon Congress i He daid “host1hty” from govern- ‘
i pr 'dentv Senator Zainal Rampak‘ ment “officials “towards NGOs also
g that- ‘ depended on the issue at stake andv
" which ministry was handling it.
cr1t1msm NGOs views' were not “Some ministries and officials are
“taken serrously R “more hostile than others. They must
‘Datuk Dr Salleh Mohd'Nor. oo “We shotild have: representatlons ' learn not to equate constructlve cr1t-‘
~ MNS was among the 30 NGOs_ in polrcy "akmg bodies. Ri ow, .- icism with praise and ‘accept cr1t1-»
) : i ‘ “clsm based on facts,” Gurmit said. -
) " He added that CETDEM would. be-
t e Prime ' Minister yestérday.’ Ab- : : sendmg Abdullahaletter, seeking a
dullah had said then that NGOs - Mushm Youth Movement (Ablm) “dialogue with him on sustainable
weré. the “eyes and ears of the Gov-. . secretary—general Azizuddin Ahmad - development for. the country
ernment” and welcomed their VleWS sald NGOs were partners m natlon- "Gurmit also said the Government
““should not “pick- and choose” the:
1 e also'said they functlon“eﬁ s a e de “N@Os it invited to- ‘dialogues; and
check and balance to hel tl:fe’{?rov- ; .__expressed regret that CETDEM. was.-
J 'R1ghts Comm1 ‘of --not invited to-the: Budget Consulta-
' Malays1a (Suhakam) Commissioner . tion since’ sustamable development
should ‘realise, that ~when N€&Os Proféssor Datuk Hamdan Adnansaid . had certain consequences in budget
cr1t1c1sed they were not’ attacklng by. allowmg NGOs to act as socrety 5. ‘plannmg KEPIM]
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