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“r. By Lazarus Rokk

and Vijesh Rai ‘ ,
nstsport@nstp commy .

AN OTHER Prime M1mster has sa1d \ : E

it,-that Malaysian sport — espe-
cially football and badmmton hag’
~ greatly declined. :
This time it was Datuk Seri Ab-
.dullah Ahmad Badawi whé made
~this glaring observation on Saturday ‘
‘during the National Youth Day cel-

ebrations, further attributing, the

_ 1alaise toa distinct lack
ompetitive spirit i in our youth, -

" Prior to- this, it ‘was his prede-
cessor Datuk ‘Seri Dr MahathirMo-
hamad who had said the same about
‘Malaysian sport. Dr Mahathir even
. 'went a step further by suggesting
., that we should start lookmg at more

: ,accordmg them ci ,
But the three prime ministers be ,

“was a thriving cult
‘respective leaderships. .
‘The questions - that' ‘need to be
asked’ are ‘When did the sports cul-

Malaysxan Sport is belng barely kept ‘

alive by a life support system. -

““The truth is painful, but we have =
to deal with' it, and we are. I am’
- change programmes with clubs in
“and more 1mportant1ybu11d1ngasohd ~Fr art, Stuggart s .
~grassroots foundation,” said Azalina.

lookmg at sports “for all, elite sports,

:But while the. ‘accent of frustra-

the posslblhty estabhshlng

tions ‘is; mamly on the failure of i

national - associations 't6 produce :
‘champions and world beaters, and:
on athletes for their lack of desire

and patriotism, the contemptuous

~ finger has also been pointed at.the’ "
' ' .. former . Sports- Mimster, the three =

thy. of Government agencies:

FA of Malaysia deputy president '
Tengku Abdullah Sultan Abmad-
Shah — “one’ of ‘the most abased;,
~ s officials in ‘the country — in’
acknowledgln the sad state of af:

) ok & shot at Gov- - plair
 petitive now because the club struc:
_ture - that kept them combative

fairs of footba

~érnment agencies that had fa11ed 0

support the sport

‘surance yesterday that
‘that. Malaysians are-

‘ate about will get their
“nition at the grassroots: le\(el

To Hishammuddin, who was the~i 4

sports that Malaysians love are foot- - lete,

‘Olympic Council of Malaysia sec- -

retary Datuk Sieh Kok Chi, in en-
dorsing Abdullah’s. observati n, ex-
ined that athletes are not as'ct

encouraged 10, do ‘that

"icons,” said K

Malaysian hockéy that also falled

on all f‘ronts but managed togarner

we need R

sympathy votes fom the world gov- -

: jernmg body IHF, agree that thletes

ave the- klller) instinces, and
y are pampered.

,counter this.”

- last15 years. -

Malaysran sport i8, also in thigsta
b it progressivel
bemg a level playmg

somethmg ‘that

- the Gov nme ticay

But-one of the inam reasons why’ + turi




