not a regre

n By Sherldan Mahavera
and Syed Umar Ariff
news@nst com.my -

| KOTA BARU: It S nota step backwards
and certamly niot at the expense of the

Abdullah sald he manufacturmg
and. ICT sectors.were already self-sus-
“ taining and their: growth was being
propelled by their own momentum,

The Government, he said, did not.
have to direct their development as was
“done in the past but ensure: that they
received continuous support.

“People_have told me that concen-
trating on-agriculture i is regresswe as
though | the country is gomg back-
wards

_nearhere.

- He.also announced a RM86
e allocation as cash aid 1
toother crops such as kenaf: and cocoa.’

‘ kwould be paid in three stages starting
~.come. =

“ hope they will beneﬁt from the

"Free Trade Area, whlch cornes mte«rJ
- force in 2010, DO a

N§T-

“But I told them many people depend
on farming, planting and rearing for
theirincome, so wé must help them:" =

“The manufacturing and ICT sectors

~are already. in fourth gear and theydo .

not need us to push them'’ anymore but :
to. ensure they continue to.re e
vestment,” Abdullahtold'acrowd of pa-
-di-farmers in Padang Mérdeka: Jelor,

bacco planters in the couri
Amounting to RM5,000 per family, it
this year as part of the Government's -

efforts to wean the planters ﬁ‘?tobacco
which has been their

“We will attend o the; tobacco :
planters. and -curers’ proble nd -
provide the necessary “assist

said.

. Tobacco growers face a leak

- prospect -once -the countpy opens its.-

markets in corhpliance with the Asean :

esswe ste




