first Press conference after claiming .

: /

WHAT a Journey this has. been And

in some ways, the j journey is.not over

yet: For many, the journey begms all '

over again.

All those involved.in the general

electlon one way or the’ other are on

‘ some form of journey,

"And none can be morechallengmg ,

than the ones to be taken by the
victors -as their names were an-.
nounced one after the other on Sun-.
day night'and yesterday. = - :

The most 'significant Journey is
that taken by the Prime Minister,

Datuk  Seri Abdullah Ahmad i
Badawi, who  begins his trek towards

a Malays1a ‘that, is Cermerlang, Ge-

- milang and Terbilang.

Surrounded by Pressmer at his .

"v1ctory in the wee hours yesterday

morning, Pak Lah stayed true to his
- earlier declaration: “We must make .

sure our wakzl rakyat g1ve first class-
. serv1ce

" The report card of the state as- -
semblymen and ‘MPs will be scru:
tinised because the 'people’s en-
dorsement of the Barisan Nasional -

" reflects the trust they have on him,

his adnnmstra‘tmn and ‘policies, be-
gides the approaches he will under- .

- take to bring the natlon to glory and.
N excellence , .
©Waiting for’ results to trlckle in.on
: ,the 39th floor of the Putra World:’
‘Trade Centre ‘where Umno has its

headquarters, Abdullah was a plcture,

_ of calm and dignity: -

friends, -
soaking ‘in the’ atmosphere as he

Surrounded by his w1fe Datln Seri
Endon Mahmood, faniily members,
political mates, ' confidants - and
the’ BN chairman” 'was

savoured every win. - .
“There were handshakes and back

slapping all round. Handphories were
. at everyone’s ‘ear while short text

essages were also coming in fast.. .-
A few Cabinet members arrived to

- join” the celebration — Datuk Seri

Najib Razak, Datuk Hishammuddin

~ Hussein,;: Tan Sri- Khalil  Yaakob,

Datuk Seri Shahrizat Jalil, Tengku

E Datuk Adnan: Tengku Mansor -and

! gratulatmns to theirboss.: -

Datuk Abdul Kadir Sheikh Fadzir —

were among those who offered co

‘There were plenty of hugs and

Ali from the religious department.
-/ The mood was one of dignified, qu1et

Jubllatlon, not loud and boisterous.. . ..

- Abdullah, in a grey collared T-shirt.
and matching dark coat and pants, ;
took: calls from . several members of -
“his; Cabinet from their respective .

- kawasan. Séveral menteris besar also
‘called and wished each other well.

* There ‘were on-the- -spot analyses,‘a

too, as to the poss1ble reasons for the

best- ever BN victory and the almost.
complete defeat of Pas and Keadilan.
People I spoke to there attrlbuted \

this to Abdullah’s personality more

‘than anything else, besides the. Islam :

Hadhari concept he 1ntroduced

The soft-spoken, clean ‘image of )
Pak Lah had won new friends and

“voters to the point that, the people of

Terengganu had reinstated the BN -
to power and ended their brief fhng :

with Pas, ' .
" A member of the Cabmet sald th

‘BN’s victory iis the result of hard

“work and perseverance put in in the
last four years; which saw a period: .of

hard and soft-pounding in Kelantan
and Terengganu, yvhmh led to the

- many wins.

‘The people of Kelantan and Ter-

engganu have shown their displea-
sure and disillusioniment with Pas by

throwing  their wakil rakyat and

candidates out of the State Assembly
and Parliament.

* A senior party man sa1d the BN ’

and particularly Umno, likened the

1999 election defeat in Terengganu -

as-a blessing in disguise. That defeat
_exposed many realities which Ab-
" dullah will Fectify, P'm sure.

The BN and more S0 Umno, had
reflected  on " that defeat deeply.
'l"urmng the tables on Pas within one

sons well. .

At about 10 to lam, Pak Lah'

when the BN got a simple ma]or1ty, ‘
-a doa was recited by Che Mat, Che .

tm of its reign shows that Umno -
nd the people had learnt thelr les-f

- There were handclaps and car

were;’ chcklng away as a' new.
ment in history dawned. -

: Looking at ‘Abdullah; one would, «
never™know that - he - had: gone
: through a gruelhng period: of criss-

¢rossing the nation.by road and air

‘to spread his words far and near. -
“On the contrary, Abdullah looked:
‘younger, ﬁtter and fresher than he-
“had ever been since assummg ofﬁce :
on Oct 31 last year. -

- On the ground ﬂoor of the PWTC’

podium  block;, Press photographers
took pictures of those who came to,
“wish the PM. ‘ : ‘

At the Dewan Tun ‘Hussem Onn

‘way. throy

a(;credited members of the medla

- were joined by party ‘members and -
: “supporters who had gathered tocatch

a glimpse of the man of the hour.
At about 1.45am, Abdullah obliged

‘thetn and was’ greeted by shouts of
»“thup Pak Lah” as.he. made his
the crowd to the stage-
~where e made a, short Vlctory

speech
Or1g1nally, the Prlme M1mster

. wasto-have his first Press conference ;

in that hall but the newsmen Were
outnumbered

< It would have . been dlfﬁcult to
~‘conduct a proper Press conference
“without the questxons and answers
being drowned by the sound of cele- y

« Tat1ons

- “The media’ conference was then

moved to the Mawar Room

-and Selamat Maju Jaya!

T had covered many elect1on-n1ght

: Press conferences before, ‘starting

with the one. held at, Rumah Sabah

along Jalan Ampang when Dr Ma-

hathir led h1s first; general electlon in

1982.

After that all: electlon-mght med1a,

jconferences were held at the PWTC..

None~of the prevmus ones ‘had

g started earlier than 8am. *

-Well; many new wakzl rakyat w111 '
now start on another Journey of their
political career.

"V If they - follow the: ground ‘rules’

well, keep to their promises and trek.

-every naok and corner of their ka-

wasan, they will find their- journey

~worthwhile and rewarding.

Not only for themselves but for .
their constituents as ‘well: Syabas

"/



