was about to leave- after pay}ng his,

when Razale1gh walked in.

"As they sheok hands, the i irrepress: g
ible Musa blurted out: “If theysawme.

like this in the old days, they would
accuse us of colluding.”

- ORMER.Deputy -Prime Mmlster

respects to: the - deteased's' family

- Razaleigh admitted that the treat— 3

ment he had been getting Was |
niscent of the old days: s
- “Itold him very frankly, beram uat

The Star,. -

“The closest Enghsh equlvalent to‘

that would be “you make your bed,
you lie onit.”'and Musa had the feel of
a lumpy bed wher he teamed up with
Razaleigh for the Umno 1eadersh1p in
1987 :

“But much water has passed under

the bridge since then-and he simply.
‘cannot -understand: why Razaleigh -

would-‘want" to take on' Datuk-Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawr at this
in-time. - -

after the” tremendous support
‘Abdutlah got from the people. He has
contributeda lotin his time and 1 wish

he would make a graceful exrt," Musar -

“said.

Ku Li, will qualify. to contest the top
job. Razaleigh himself knows . it -and

has said-asmuch to those around him.
Yet the commotion over him has’

been quite unbelievable,.as though he

had already secured the 58 noniina- -

:tlons needed to contest. ~ .

‘Whatever the side-shows' that rnay o

have developed since’ the div

i 2
- test for the 1ce-pres1dency is. stlll the
Tace to watch.

patternhas: begun to emeé ge in -

berani’ tanggung," Musa later sa1d tok',

““He has® every nght to offer hlmself ‘
but this isn’t the time'for a.challenige --

-~ No one really beheves Razale1gh or.

s

" the VP contest: the forerunners com=

prise incumbents Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin~and” Tan " Sti” Muhammiad

Muhammad Taub and a surprlsmgly'

pa
‘Sri Mohd Isa Samad: L
-By last weekend, these top rankers

had sectired the 20 nomiratiors they/

. needed to contest.

1855
'trallmg too far be 1
~ be Vtaken seriously by th

- making the nomination: pause 10 »ask

Kelanta 'nthe

.~ Mohd Isa; it
counted because he has
core following;

Stlll -one wonders whether those

themselves

L been much ugh y_,after by the med

the \LP nonunees to contest, regardless
~-of whether they: qualify: s nlikely to .
matenallse but it ‘went do v

system, now in" ime
~for the suprer

its ﬁfth term, is not*popular with the -
mno ground. They feel it is not part
the party tradltron and f

t'post carries werght
ouncil race-and th
 delegate
m t0 know how to spread-the

" seats evenly among the states..

= But beneath

also a certam

o "had not been volved it

ilenge Abdullah; -

ership by his: opponent

.. The Youth delegates ’knew and res-

‘the division
could just walk in and take the post.
Others said that a certain state figure
felt that Mukhriz ought to have con-

* sulted Him . before announcmg hlS

intention.

-However, the division did nominate
him for No. 2 post of the national
Youth wmg, whrch he- had no mterest

*m. '

The supreme councrl hst, sard one

,Selangorr ‘politician, was -filled “with

“too-many old" faces. There must be
some degree of makmg way for new
blood.”. .~

There are only a, handful of ﬁrst—
timers with potential, -among whom
are Datuk Husni Hanadzlah,, Datuk
‘Azalina Othmian Said, Datuk Dt Awang’
Adek-Husin and Datyk Shazrman Abu
Mansor L

" The issue of. renewal is fundamental
m any election. -

And if one is serious. about renewal

" the “challenger has to be someone

new, younger -and whose thmkmgr

‘reflects the'futare. .

It explains why long—trmer Datuk |

- Dr Siti Zaharah Sulaiman’s attempt to

take ‘on her. old nemesis Datuk: Seri

Rafidah Aziz-is not being. taken very

senously and: has rtevived jokes and-
stories about- her frorn Umno mem—
bers e

" Likewise, Razalergh’s bld ’to chal-

‘ “lt does not reﬂect change and re]u—

- Jeaders.”

Youth chief- Datuk Hrshammuddm

\ing w111 only begln once
ns"are <completed and

And that is. Why people hke Perak'
Husm, bogged down by,,» g




