The Penang Umno Youth proposal for the Chief Minister's post to be rotated among coalition parties is still a talking point although it

has been put to rest by the Prlme Mmlster JOCELINE TAN Iooks at the underlymg causes of these penodlc shots at the plum post.
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. point ﬁngers only at the Chief*
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Decisionis are made collectlvely at
the state: executive council level-

where there are four Umno mem-
“bers.-

Be51des they asked what about‘

‘Bumlputra agencies like the Penang

Regional ‘Development Authority -

{(Perda), Penang Bumiputra Foun-
dation and the powerful Bumiputra
Participation Steering Committee?

These -bodies, . they said, shotld:
also be accountable for the state of -

progress-of Penang Malays. -

Penangis the only state m the:.
~ peninsula where the Malays are not-

i the majority- and where the head
- of government is non-Malay.
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The solution, he sald hes in“in-
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and professional elass base.
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‘Theissue of | property ownershlp is-
also connected to the miore sensmve

.~ one of geopolitics. -

Malays like - Shah Headan com-

~plain about -the shifting geopolitics -

of Malay domains: like Balik Pulau.
where - high-end development,
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In that sense, the call to rotate the
chief ‘minister's- post seems " less
about depriving; Gerakan of it than-

- using it as a platfoiim to air_ their .

grouses and protect-their turf.
Rotating the ~chief rmmstershlp

" had been-tried ‘and' abandoned in
‘Sabah. It was inefficient”and gave

o

have to work at it, put in more effort. -
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problems, If‘niot addressed, it will = ,
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lead to bigger problems,” said Umno
Youth- secretary Datuk Rahman
Dahlan.

But the curious thmg is that both

sides do not seem to have any con-

crete statistics to back up: their
_respective arguments.

Mohd Salim admitted that the‘“
wing would be collectlng data “to

) pI'OVE our case.”

The Gerakan. side could only pro—,

vide collateral statistics - low unem-

. ployment, high per capita income
~=~and the lowest poverty rate in the
Its strongest -argument. ignored. .

country.

'seemed to-be that the agriculture’
_sector was the fastest growing sec-

‘tor in- the ﬁr
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than assertlve and the fact that he

livesi inone of those gated communi-

They feel that it does not su1t a grass--.

roots politician like him. - N
- But Mohd Salim is anxious to dxs—'

_miss any-such assumption and felt

compelled to reassure Abdul Rashld

a few days ago.-

“I phoned him to say he has our' -

united.  told hifn we did not blame"

‘him because he does not enjoy exec- -

utive ' powers 'as Deputy “Chief
Minister,” said Mohd Salim.~

It is “also possible that Umno
Youth is stirring the ground because

] they see a-transition‘in IJI'OCCSS now

that Dr Koh is slated to become the

- next president of Gerakan and will

quite- p0551b1y move to a federal .

- post.

Butas Dr Nungsarl said, the grods—
es“are - valid- and should. not be

~It looks: hke Dr Koh w1lt have an.
interesting final term S T



