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KUALA LUMPUR All actwltles
lating to. the formation of the
ter-Faith Commission - ‘should
cease immediately as the religious
ténsion in the country hasreached
a worrying level, Datuk Seri Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi said last
night.

The Prime Minister said the.

Cabinet had alveady decided. to
postpone the sefting up. of the
commission.

“I don’t know why thls group of .. "

people have to carry out activities
related to it. It is creating unneces-
sary problems The Government
will, in the near future, make an

announcement on. the Inter-Faith 4

"Commission,” he added.
Abdullah, who is also the Inter-
nal Security Minister, reminded

“the ‘people that religious issues -

were very sensitive.
“They evoke emotions.. When
discussed openly, and witheut
“control; they create anger, and
this leads to unwanted situations.”
He said Umno was worried
about the current situation, where
the issue of religion was being hot-
ly debated by various parties.
- -“We have-to be careful and be
_moderate so-as not to'create-a sit-
uation where people from various
faiths get all tensed up,” he said.

Abdullah, who was speaking to ..
reporters after chairing an Umno..-
supreme .council meeting; was::-

commenting on:the ‘Article 11 fo-

rum in Johor Baru recently that =~

was disrupted by a few thousand

people, including members from
Unmno Youth and Pas.

On the drug menace , Abdullah‘
‘'said the supreme ,coun,cﬂ mem-
bers ‘had decided that Umno,:

through its drug prevention bu-

reau, would cha,mplon the na-
tion’s struggle -in checking the

problem.

“This .is_<an unportant pr0-=

gramme; and it is-our responsibil-
ity 10 deal with the matter as the
er.of addicts among young
Bunnputera,s isveryhigh,
“This is a great loss hecause
these young Bumlputeras could

; Abdullah (rlght) and Deputy Prlme Mlnlster Datuk Serl Na||b Razak at the Press conference yesterday

have been part of the nation’s
man: capital to. contribufe in
“nation’s development.:. . . -
- “Instead, many of these young-
sters, ‘who 'de  not seem”to have
‘strong - willpower; . -have suc=
cumbed  to’ drugs “and -are lan
guishing at the Serenti centres.
This is a great loss to the Malays,

" especially.”

Abdullah, Who is the Umno :

president,. said :the ' party’s’ su-

~preme: council had called for-an -

immediate ceasefire in Lebanon.

“We are gravely concerned, up-
“set and angry with what is hep-

“Lebanon,” he said.

. peace keeping team to Lebanon if
‘the UN lmposed a’ ceaseﬁre he :

“added.
Abdu]lah said the party’s mem- - -
hership - drive “had attracted .

:85,296 applications, with Tereng-

ning in Lebanon, There is.
portlonate indiscrimina
xcessive use of force by Israel in

“Many inpocent , civilians -are
ing, and.more than-one mil-" -

people dlsplaced followmg the

alating violence.”"

aysia was: ready 10 send a:

gan topping the list with 19,892.



