UN rapped over inaction

* GIVING HIS VIEWS: Abdullah ‘making a speech after being conferred an honorary doctorate in
Islamic Thought at the Syarif Hidayatullah State islamic University in Jakarta yesterday. — APpic
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JAKARTA: Malaysia has lashed
out at the United Nations for
being unable to stop the Israeli
attack against Lebanon, and
also rapped Muslim countries
for their inaction.

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said - the series of
actions by the West against
Muslim countries. in West Asia
had brought about new tension
between the two sides.

The Prime Minister citedthe
attack on Lebanon, the injustices
against the Palestinian people,

and the invasions of Afghanistan .-
continue to- demand - that' the-

_.UN declare a ceasefire, deploy a- .

“UN peacekeeping ~force 1o

~-implement a ceasefire, an pre

vent an invasion: of Lebano by .

and Iraq, as examples.

“The - provocative caricature -

episode . earlier . this = year
brought new heights of tension
‘between the world’s two great
civilisations,” he said. ‘
The remarks by Abdullah,
who’ heads the Organisation of

the Islamlc Conference; are the .

stfongest “since ‘the attack by
Israel against Lebanon,

He said this at the Syarlf ,

Hidayatullah State Islamic
University here, where he was
conferred an honorary doctor-
ate in Islamic Thought ye er-

Abdullah sald the case off}

Lebanon was a “very sad com-

mentary on the issue of morali--
tyin the. conduct ofi 1nternat10n— 2

al affairs.”

“Even the United Natlons our

Hav— 2

best hope for international
peace and securlty isin appar-
ent paralysis and unable to act,”
he said. '

“Quite clearly, the power of
‘the veto’ is at work not only in
the corridors of the United
Nations but also on the ground
in the Middle East.”

The Prime Minister also criti-
cised Muslim nations for failing
to prevent an ‘invasion - of
Lebanon.

“Our own 1ntemal sectarian
conflicts have weakened us and

these have been the major, .

cause of Muslim dlsumty," he
sald ;
“Abdullah said the world must

Israel,

The Prime Mlmster “also said”
that many- Western' countries
~had allowed their foreign poli-"

‘cies to be flawed by the misin-
““terpretation of Islam.

“It is this state of affairs which .

has caused much of the antago-

nism which ‘prevails  today

between the West and the -
- Islamic werld,” he said.

~ - “It§ negative ramifications on -
international peace.and securi- -

ty are easy to iflustrate in real

‘life and in real time, just as they

account for much of the injus-

tices against the Palestinian.-

people, the unbridled invasion

of Afghanistan, the illegal occu-
pation of Iraq, the - threats
against Iran and now the
assault on Lebanon.” |

Malaysia, he said, proposed |
an organised and sustained dia-
logue between Muslim nations .
and the West.

Abduilah said many forums
had been held, but a concerted
international effort had yet to
be conducted.

“Most of the forums have
taken place at the level of pri-
vate individuals:or non-govern-
mental. orgamsatlons he
noted.

“Dlalogue wﬂ] be fruitless
unless followed by concrete
ign: Only" govemments can’
initiate and sustain tangible
action hoth domestically and"
mt_grmatlonally o ;

therefore, a point has to: be:;
reached when the"- -dialogue
involves governments m con—'i
ference.” " .
‘Abdullah saxd scholars ex- - |
‘perts .and non- govemmentalk,
“activists - could participate ‘as
. Fésource persons, and-‘they
‘cotild contribute through sec-
ond-track forums.

‘Stich a dialogue, he said, could
only be successful if.the. West

‘would accept that Islam was not
tnerely a religion-but a whole:
way of life for its believers. . - -

W See www.thestar.com.my for
_the full text of the Prime |

Minister’s speech , ,\l



