Better ties
under Pak
Lah, writes

ex-envoy
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tenge perind i his country's rela-
tions with Malaysta, Stngapore's For-

med High Commissioner to Malaysia®

K. Kesavapany bas penned. his
theughts on the way things have

ienproved and.on the future path of - 3

bilateral tfes.

- Az co-author af the book Sérgr-
pore-Muotayste  Kelorions:  Under
Abduttatr Bedawy, he outlined the
role played by Prime Minister Danik
Sevi Abidullah Ahmad Badawi and
the fpact of his leadership on
telalioms between the bwo coun-
Lries,

Kesavapany, who served as High
Commissioter here between 19497
and 2002, noted that the period he
was here was by far the most siTess-
ful in the shart history af relations
between Singapore and Malaysia,

. Fallure to resolve issues despite
many rounds of negotiations had
caused confusion and concern, with
bitter exchanges between the Lop
officials of both countries, wihich led
ki unhealthy trends at the people-
tn-people level, he said. He wigte
that the impasse came e an end
when Abdullah became  Prime
Blinizter o Oct 30, 2003,

The cight-chapter book & a pro-
Ject undertaken under Singapore’s
[nstittete of South-East Asian Stiedies
(lseas) Malaysia Stody Progranume
to document the sedes of important
events under Abdullah's leadeeship
that had contributed towards better
lilateral tics.

There are also four appendiges,
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Kesavapany: Says that the period

he was in Kuala Lumpur was the
miost stressful

with the first two containing
speeches by Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Sin-
gapore President 5.8 Mathan dhring
thelr state visits to Singapore and
Balaysia.

Kesavapany, who is lseas director,
co-wrote te book with 1seas pro-
lessorial fellow Saw Swee-Hock,

The former envoy to Malaysia,
wha was boro in Kuiala Lumpar, has
a wide clrcle of friends lers and has
more family members in Malaysia
than on the other side of the
Causoway.

During a recent trip, he caught up
with Singapore’s new High Com-
missioner here T. [esudasen, and
presented copies of his new book 1o
his elose friends.



