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KUALA LUMPUR: Some may see.
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah
‘Ahmad Badawi as-wealk and

* unassertive, but for Kota Baru MP

- Datuk Zaid Ibrahim, he is still the
best leader to push democracy
forward in"Malaysia. " )

" ~‘Speaking on “Democracy matters
to Malaysia” at StraightThik, a dinner

* talkorganised by the Public - i

. Relations Consultants’ Association of

Malaysia last Thursday; Zaid listed - .
what he believes are important
- factors for a strong: and healthy

- democracy. . . N :

: Orie is the space and freedom for
“public.debate and diseiission <~
‘samething that is lacking but, as:

Zaid admits, there is moré today "~

than ever before. Ni evertheless, with
-the greater space today, jtis + -~ °

important tha

_and citizens do what they oan to

push the envelope and have greater

- publicdiscussion. =

- “We must train the public to see -
~ things as they are and not be clouded
- by bigotry or prejidices,” Zaid said.

Foremostin demeocracy is¢hat- =+
they must be prepared to discuss
so-called sensitive dssues."They must
trust the good sense ol the people - .-

* who have lived together for -

Livil society, NGOs,

-ambivalence and reluctance to

generations. They have déve]oped
economically, they are wealthy but )
they caniiot sustain their wealth ir-

" they are bogg(;d down by thése

issues.

are not prepared to say this often. -
Everytime someone brings it up; we
say ‘no, sensitive’,” Zaid said.

.. Other examples of “sensitive”

_-issués include those related to
~religion, such as conversion and
-apostasy and the issue of Malay-

~rights and privileges. - [
- “When things are shielded from .
““public discussion, it will. create fear -

and suspicion and this is a threat,”

he toid his audience of about 20 But
.. 'his hope is in the prime minister.

I think Pak Lah said the right

_thing about integrity and opentiess;
~“because there is definitely more - -
‘spaee now to talk about things, but a-
‘lot'of people are unhappy with him;
‘sayinghe is'not asserlive enough
-and:other things, but all said and .-

done, I believe the prime minister -

wanls to change things. Buthe does:

ot have the kind of support within

-

. Zaid said itis not easy.1o change‘a
- System which has been embedded -~ -

“For-example; in a democracy; all
~.are equal under the law, Every
+citizer has equal rights under the =
*Consttution but for some reason, we

-+ 80 why not give priority to multi- S
" racial hafmony and rediice policies

. which are divisive? Westilltalk =~ -

) ] - -about affirmative policy, but thi

theparty to do it hence his perceived -

for over:30 t0:40 years.. .-

“We have 4 strong foundation for |

_democracy but over the yearsithas

suffered, especially the judiciary, and

- it will take a while to recover. .

believe our PM is our best:het for B
democracy:to-work. It may be slow: .

~but he has given us that window,.. "

“Fam:55. T aitt speaking as a

*-democratic citizen who wants more.

‘Space, more freedom and things that

- wevalue‘as a free society - integrity,

transparency. Pak Lah has todeal
with a ot of complicated issues and
‘big Napoleans” But Lsee the slow
transformation - the changes in'the - .
law, the policies. He is strong when it
comes 1o issues on religious =~ .1
tolerance and.racial harmony‘and. ‘
these are important issues forour "

© futgre?.

In a global vvorld,k he safd,’ itis.

~“important for the peoplé to be. United
- and share résources in-orderto - :
<" compete with

jutside “enemies®’.
La small co

must be seen in‘the contextof -~

- politics;” he'added.



