CONVERSA{;%IQNS An Ac sian

LU ~ Prime Mlmste 'S
- G eis story

\

Mr. Prime. Minister, we would '
z - like this conversation to be a
[ warm, personal ‘and frank one.
. ~Couldyou start by talkmg, -
about your childhood, your-
family ~and those memories
~ which still crowd the mind?
= "I am the twenty-first son of the
707 . Sultan - of - Kedah, Sultan Abdul
' Halim Shah. My -mother, Makche
“Menjelara,  was . the daughter of
. Luang ‘Mira a chieftain of one of
~the Siamese. Shan states. I grew up -
in a palace in those spacious days’
, whén we had everything, for ours
B - was 2 Royal family in every sense
" _of the word. My- Siamese mother’s
influence . was always very strong,
. becauise my father had other wives
and other children.. He could not -
.devote hig attention to any particu-
~lar son. It was my mother who -
" guided me and to whom.I went for
'~ comifort and the love children seek.

What kind .of education . did
you have around this time? :
T had to go to many schools, Malay
‘schools - and Siamese -schools in
Bangkok. Thereafter I went to the
Penang Free School to. study Eng- -
“lish and from here T was awarded
o “the first Kedah scholarship to at-
- tend a British- public school. T had
~ only been in an English school for -
~ ‘three years, but I was too old for
"~ admission to any good Britishpub- -
- " lic school. - I was.16. Naturally,AI‘
>+« had to try and get into a univer-
Bl f " sity, T was eventually admitted to
~ Catherine College at Cambridge.

called me up. and said 'I jam ver 3
sorry, I dld not know you wer

“course I Wln glve you
turned him down. I told
not gpmg.to move: 1n

like @ny other student ;
never:‘told anyone that'I
son of the Sultan of Kedah 1 never»
went into residence. That was for
me a big lesson From' then on. 1
became a worker for: mdependence S
of courseiI did: ‘not" work vex
“hard at it at the txme I'wasab
“slow. You see ' I: was very. fond of
3 life; fond of sports, ‘music, cars,
" horses. and the skirts. But deep ‘in
my heart T was a patrlotlc man. In
those quiet moments; those serioys
moments, I would think how we
could be. free, mdependent ;
I was reading” law ‘and- h1story
at Cambridge. T. graduated in 1926
-and returnéd home for a hohday I
went back to London to study- law
But London is no place to study 1
was very young. There ‘was no pro-
-per control. I was fooling -aroun
for ‘three: years. _Got through only:
'1n three subjects in laW

What kind  of allowance’ di
you receive when you: were in
- London, how did you spend it?:
I suppose 1 got more allowance:
than most students: My scholarship
. gave-me £400 a year and my pri-
. i o vate - income was £600. That was
J‘W . o . L . . more than many students received,
- It happened like this. T asked for  “I WOULD LIKE to retire right now,” he says with the satisfaction 4 4105 were the days when a:

g“ilnght to hveﬁn the C‘glefed Tlée which derives from achievement, “but they won’t let me.” Few penny was a penny. Naturally a

ollege i a small one, and students - this money spoilt ‘me. When I was
were perm1tted to live in rotation Men have endured in power without losing popularl‘cy, fewer stlll,ﬂ at Cambridge I had a Riley super
for ‘a brief_period. When it came - find themselves wedded to office because of popular pressure, as 'sports car and other sports- cars.

‘to my third year I was still not  goe5 Tengku Abdul Rahman Putra, Prime Minister of Malaysia. Later I went in for slower ‘car

-given a room:in the College. I made ~like the Austin and Standard. M
““another request. The dergyman At 64, the burdens of leadership are beginning to show. The _mother used to send money everg;

_-who was the Dean, told me ‘you . diversions of life — cuddling his adopted children, boa«tmg, golfing,  time I wanted to buy a new car.

lénovir }fhxs College was ’bullt for, . watching thrill-packed television shows, playing poker late night - I also used to get into fights at"
nglish gentlemen, I can’t let you . . . ! . the dance halls. Some Chinese res:
" stay here, because I know the Eng- with fnends — are what he seeks in the evening -of his life. The taurants, three of them in- fact,

f , lishmen wog’t I‘hke it T said, ‘this Tengku is an uncomplicated person — warm, humane, and engag- barred me from going inside. You
I s verylgoo ‘A wish you had-told - ingly friendly. “I have achieved everything I set out to do,” he see when I used to be dancing o

me _earlier. nyway, I am. quite dining with my girl frlend\s the’

~happy to know your mind and the concedes, seemingly in an attempt to rationalize his desire to step British and the Jews in those days.

mind of Englishmen.’ down from office. Toward this end, he has farmed out most of his ‘used to pass remarks. I used

-

‘Here' T Iearnt my first ‘lesson in

e - g give it back to them, particularl
i "Were you terrzbly upset about authorlty, espemally to his designated heir-apparent, Tun Abdul ‘When 1 was dancing with prett
“this at the time? Razak, the Deputy Prlme Minister. But patriotism, the ideals of girls. So I used to get into 'ﬁgh.t

T wrote back home and told them service, burn ﬁercgly within him: The- Tengku realizes that his I lived extravagantly at that time,

‘what ‘had happened. The Kedah . - o . Sy . Finally, -I decided . to “retur
Government got very- angry and, DPation needs him now, more than it ever did. And while this ‘home. This was in 1981 On th

sent the British  Adviser- to see conviction persists he will stay on, doing what he knows best. boat to Malaya I met- the ex-Chm
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dlan ane Mlmster

Can you tell us what happened
‘during “the . J apanese. occupa-
tion2 - .-

got” mto trouble with the dJ apan-.
‘ese. as Well It was over a-J apanese

7labour for plan’cmg cotton in areas

ay there would be no
pport for the women

ese on-12 hours’ notlce and sent-to
Alor Star Here I was given a.job

ing: for me to audit. There was
-the = Japanese ~who. were running
chopped off.

Was it at this stage' thdt' thé
Malay . nationalist movement
. beyan to evolve? '

me, -and .. steadily gained momen-

'-other Ieaders of ‘the movement to
go slow., In Johore, Dato Onn had.
launched the Malaya Independent
Movement Dato Onn was chosen
presuient of the movement at a
ameeting here in Kuala Lumpur. I
"_Kedah ‘group.. I felt there
no- point: in: fighting the Bri-
‘We .had- no spmt left "after

to fight the v1ctor10us Bri-
my I faxled to. secure a

order concermng the use of forced

I refused' to. carry

1 was. transferred by the Japan-.

as. state audxtor There was no--

things- T ‘would ‘have had my head -

no proper accountmg 1 queried ' -

" “My handicap is 24. T am not @

-

:The Malay natmnalist movement”
actually found its beginning at this -

“tum. At that time I counselled the

,tem‘ibly good golfer. Putting is
“ my.  forte”

,- says the Tengku.

What were your. feelings at

this time. Was there a strong
element of regret?
There ‘was no poss1b1l1ty of . secur-

ing = agreement. to my political’
“views. I felt it was better-to return

to Britain and get through my law
examinations ‘at all cost. By the

~grace of God I did in 1948. It was

while T was in England on this oc-
casion that I met Tun Razak and a
few of the top level officers serving
in the administration now. Tun
Razak was full 20 years younget,
but we became very pally. We talk:

“ed of politics and Malaya’s future.

: to glve up peht1cs I ‘had
- out: of favour I wanted to -
“-ence. But no one gave me any

I returned to Kedah on -com-

pleting my legal ‘studies. My mind

was already on Malayan. independ-

thought, “You know I am not one

of - those loud-mouthed politicians:
,w}ho try to advertxse thelr know-’

.~an,alliance of  convenience,

N

-

'ledge I was then hke I-am now -
1 Just take things. as they come
‘No _one" therefore -gave me any

thought at-all.

Were you at the ttme trymg to
gather support and re-establish -

. yourself as a political leader?
¢k, This was around ‘1951. At that time

Dato Onn had. formed the IMP, the .

‘Independence Malayan Party. Tun |

Razak ‘who- was.in Pahang at the
time wrote me. and asked me to
take over the. leadershlp of .UMNoO
— the Umted Malays National Or-
gamzatmn 1 agreed to accept, pro-
vided people would not play politics
hke a monkey. up a. post; up one’

-moment down the next. I took over

the -leadership:. I had to glve up
my job, - 7
It was at this tlme that a.signi-

‘ficant -development -took place, We
‘were running in“the munecipal elec- -
- tions, when the Malayan Chinese-
‘Association ‘headed by men like .
‘H.S. Lee, Dato:Yoke Lin asked

whether they could join us in" an
alliance. T readily agreed and that
was: when the Alliance was first

“formed. "After our victory at the
- ‘municipal- elections jwe decided to-

forge ‘the “Alliance on a country-

. wide. basis. R v

i

How was this move received by
~your political opponents? ’

We -were .criticized. It was dubBed-
We
were branded as being tools in:the '

hands of the Chinese. They accus-
-ed us of being paid by the Chinese,

of being bought over. I did not
care. I realized that if we were to
win mdependence for Malaya we
had to get-all nationalities to work
together 1 knew that we were not
tools in“anyone’s hands. Soon after
the Malay Indian Congress_sought
to join us.. We welcomed them.
Our most ‘interesting -election
was in 1954, We won 51 of the 52
seats to the Legislative Council. We
were not independent then, but we -
‘had a' measure of self-government:.,
Around this time: there was an-
other mterestmg episode in my -
life. As Chief Minister of Malaya
the then Brltlsh Government never
even gave mie a car which should
have come with my office. I had to-

_buy my own car, a small "Austin

40. Afterwatrds I bought an A-70.
They never even gave me-a ‘house.
“The first one they offered me was
a’ two—room thmg I ‘don’t know
- contmued




- tune Were you deeply

" moved by the thought that you
had Secured a-ffreedom for your
country?

I«did not\get exclted T dld not get
_emotional. It came ay 3 matter of -~
course, “after all T had been” ‘work-
Jing~’ toward this  end for  many"

-years.. ‘I will tell' you the moment
-in my - life When I was ‘overcome:
- with emotlon was when I passed

my  Bar exammatlons in 1948 I
‘was not a’ young man then; I was
_over 40. When the results came
;and I had passed I wept. Yes, I
“wept’ for Joy* ‘Then-again. in 1949

; : de. - When we-won the . elections; when -
Where thxs house stood then, fcoday I knew that the task of - running .
tands “the ' Ministry of , Foreign  our country was finally moving in-
e ﬁall‘S, where I have - my office.  * “our direction, I was overcome with -
- - emotion” and I cried. When T got
,\'What steps dld you take from independence, “when this country
.. then:on to speed the course of . got 1ndepeudence ‘there was noth- -
o Malayan lndependence. : . ing -new, It was an. mev1table :

-+ Tbrought the questionof mdepend— - event in our history: Winning the-
‘ence up at the: Legislative Council. ~ elections in ’49 and ’51 was the
“This was ,When the communist war key to: mdependence It-was . then
-~ was‘on in our country. I pointed - that' I wept tears of joy; when I
* .7 ‘out'that the British-were unable fo Was overcome. with emotmn' When

-contain. the communjsts ‘after 10 I was deeply touched S
years of bitter fighting. I'asked the: .~ :

" -British, almost demanded of them, How did - _your wife. react to
- independence, so that we could deal these. developments. Did she
- with the communists. Finally they display: the -same emotwnal
agreed-to- negotlate and we . were...” I esponses 2 e A e o d
ﬁvit(:gx tosth:udﬁn} It w}a:s decided My wife.: 1; a. ls;ixmple won}xlan bSh: «“There» is much we can achieve .

a e State Rulers “should send - ‘never - rea Y. knew ' much -abou T USE re -G -
‘their representatives: ‘and that-the - polities. She attended to the home. toge_tke:, b(icause ‘We are of the .
;Alhance_should also-send their re_;-When I was playing politics I could .sa,me_‘ 8 _oclo Ry says t?&e Tenglw ,
rese tatives. Now 1° thought to. not afford a servant. I had to make 0 wisiling Indonesian KAMI -
. if ‘the ‘Rulers’ Tepresenta-. “the best of my. income. I 'was not - yauths. Below,-the premier cuts
’ ere to go on thelr own: to ~being paid by the party. I had to a lonesome figure in his office.

- what clasgs-it is in. This is the type
- 'we make available to-clerks. I re- .
T fused “to~ accept that. house. They

‘then gave me a’ ‘big house, a very.
old house Every tlme 1t ramed my

7""another‘ It lea.ked hke ‘mad. This
ihelped to accelerate: Malayan mde-

“.gell one “houge after -another, ‘sell -
call ‘my, propertles My wife: used to
. e- ook, sweep, wash for me in-those’ T
Qme,-ed “talks. It ‘would “not- be days ‘She mever interfered . with .
favourable for us. So T suggested to' my political life, ‘with my public = -
‘the Rulers’ representatlves that we ‘life. She attended to the domestic =~ = R
hould go\by boat to London, as- I - " side. Even now you sée her looking- - - - S :
d_a sea journey. They - after her orchids, or going into the ‘before we accepted them, we asked -
got on the- ‘boat and de-. -kitchen, That is' why we have got them to  work out the ways and =
ded to have talks. ever,y morning. - 0N so well: That s the bESt 1 can[ ‘means of bringing about the mer- -
After ‘these morning sessions “we_ - tell.you. Sl 7 . ger of all the states with Malaysia.
gan to talk with ond mind, We - We left it entirely to the leaders:.
topped at Karachi. and continued This bri ings us now t0 the stage-» of these states to work it out to-. -
ur_journey by -plane to ‘Loudon. ~-when you first mooted the Ma- ‘gethér with our men. Therefore
‘We were all firmly _of ‘one mlnd laysta concept.’ Obvmusly you' jwhen they indicated they wanted -
We returned from London W1th felt that the situation in Ma- 't Jjoin Malaysia we accepted them.
firm promise that we would be - laya itself was stable enough to  The Constitution was agreed on @
sgiven .our: independence in 1957, on warrant ‘such a move. Would ““whereby these people joined us as '}
he 31st of ‘August if possible. At a  you ' now tell us about this . our “équals, as our- brothers, thhgf'
‘mammoth rally ‘in"Malacca, attend- ~ phase of your leadership, the no less disadvantages than any- .
ed- by hundreds of- thousands we makmy of Malaysia, the part- -body else or with- equal advantage,
declared that ‘we- were going to-be  ing with Smyapore" . i to all. That’s how we have got: on.
ependent on “August 31, 1957. - Malaya had heen so successful that “But’ when Malaysia. ~was’ formed:
You will remember that I told you we have won a certain.amount of these Borneo states who still had’
;tha ‘the * original _ decision -was  admiration from our neighbours. - faith in‘ the British. Administration .
“*August 31 if possible:” But -When'l ~ At the same time of course we got  asked that they should be ‘allowed
w that big. crowd I. could not say undeservedly the envy of some of to depend on- ‘British - administra-
r“xf possible.” F omrtted the quahfy- our neighbours, Because of success - tors for some years. At the time, I
ingphrase and said we would ‘have - we hdve made of our independence didn’t reahze ‘what the implication . -
;mdependence on August 31. By the - there was a desire, the urge-on the . was going to be. I agreed. But now
.~grace -“of .God: that -is the way it - part of “{fhe’ Borneo ‘States and ““1 see that- ‘while” they ‘have British: -
: ﬁnally worked out - o ,Sin_gapor'e“ to join Malaysia. But admmxstrators in ‘chose states the :




Iy way out Was for Slngapore:.,, e

3 .mdependent In fact I did

earher to Mr Goh. Keng;

“ alternatwe We “had all these dis-+
cussions elther on.the golf' course,,
or here in my drawmg room.-So in "
] ’e'ﬁnal decision did not come -
i surprlse “to.the Prime Min- .
1ster of Singapore. He was: ready-

and. wﬂhng to. accept separatlon

which T "gather'zs' also directed:
‘af . Malays, namely, that w
i are‘q lazy, mdolent people. In

¥
.. tion _for this judgement?

Well, T personally feel that all the _i

cest people” aré regarded as-th
lazy ,people. kae your peo

fact kindness, ig the

- final analys:s, -when it'comeés & ;
: .,vtrme ‘when . our- people ~or “yours:

S miust push themselves: forward, '
: _j’they ate’ capable of extreme sacr'

ﬁce extreme hard work

ything except

: g whlch_

r\.makes people ‘happy, Whl(:h perhaps
.. conditions them to sit back and le
+ " others. do the work;

inister, I have got ;9 travel very
extensively, ‘and there- i
when I hardly ever see'r

-;4nd xf you do get the opport—

unity to retire to. devote more -

"'heel of life was to-'t’uhrn -
for “You - would you .

‘you oy done or is there some ;
other ambltt n‘ you , would s

except the present hfe I have Jed.
When I was a young man 1 had a

Well that’s:
be.. N othmg
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