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An afternoon with
Cquth
Ma

orhamad ‘

I sun bounced off all that glass and silver on Twin No 2 of the
onas Towers, ditectly into our eyes. The backlight hides the man
ing behind the modest desk in silhouette, but there is no mistaking
: profile of Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

he prominent nose that has been captured so many times in Lat cartoons is

harp as evet.

2 Bor a moment we were silent: Mahathir easily appraising his visitors from
behind the shadows, us squinting in the full spotlight of the afternoon Kuala

Lumpur sun.

This lumination overkill is coming through through the office’s floot-to-ceiling windows,
which also gave us a grand view of of the city complete with its twisting roads, now begin-
ning to choke with the going-home crowd.

We were in Tun’s 86th floor office in Tower One. The space had all the trappings of a chief
executive office, the cool sheen of the steel furniture co-ordinating well with the gleaming

trusses of the tower outside.

This is an office of a man still very much in touch with the world, and despite having retired from
public office for nearly four years, is still very much appreciated internationally — he is being nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace prize this year.

We were there to talk about an upcoming conference being organised by the Perdana Global Peace
Organisation, which he chairs.

But the inevitable happened and we gravitated towards his very public tiff with his handpicked successor, the
present Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

The tiff became very public last year when Mahathir spoke up after the Government aborted a bridge project
that would have demolished the present causeway and allowed water to flow again in the Tebrau Straits.

The cancellation angered Mahathir who also criticised Abdullah for the way the Government dealt with the issuing
of import permits for cars and the sale of Proton’s stake in motoreyele-maker MV Agusta for | Euro to an unknown
[talian company Gevi Spa. This was after Proton had spent 1 million Euros on Agusta.

Since those heady days, Mahathir has not been been getting the column inches which he has been accustomed to
when he was Prime Minister, He told us he was tired of explaining himself because his explanations don’t get pub-
lished. Fven now, he says, I don’t think you are going to print this,

Mahathir leaned forward, eyed us with the look he has honed after more than 22 years as Prime Minister and made a
noise with his throat. It was a signal to statt asking the obvious questions, ps
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FORWARD: Tun, your outspoken-
ness against certain things about the
administration of Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi has not been presented
as well as you liked in the mainstream
media.

Many people are still unsure about
your motives, can you explain why the
bridge issue is so important?

TUN MAHATHIR: When | eriticised
the Government and the Prime Minister
for dropping the Malaysia/Singapore
bridge, 1 felt very disappointed that magny
thought that it was just an excuse to voice
my personal unhappiness with Daruk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. Few regarded
the Government decision as being against
the interest and sovereignty of Malaysia

and that my criticism was because of the

Prime Minister’s failure to uphold Malay-
sia’s integrity and honour, Because these
people believed that there is a personal dif-
ference between me and the PM, not only

did they disregard the issue but belieyed

that the two of us should just make up and
evetything would be fine again.

What, they say, is so important about the
bricdge that I'should' continue to con-

demn the PM and his Government. The
causeway had been there all these years

and would continue o serve us just as well,
Maybe the people of Johor would be un-

happy for whatever reason but the people
in the rest of the country should not be
concerned over this “local” issue.

FORWARD: Why has this not come
across in the various articles published
about the bridge issue?

TUN : It s very difficult for me to explain
that this is not 4 personal issue, not is it
aloeal issue involving only the people of
]ohm Building the bridge is a national
iSsue, Submlrtmg to Singapore is a mattet
that denigrates our national sovereignty,
national honour. There were and stll are
vety real reasons for wanting a bridge to
replace the causeway. In the first place the
traffic congestion at the Johor Bahru end
of the causeway had become impossible
to manage. And the congestion could

only get worse as the number of vehicles

increase in the coming vears,

The Second Link had not been able to
relieve the traffic in Johor Bahru,

An elevated road would stop the con-

gestion, But such a road cannot possibly

connect with the |B end of the causeway.
It has to land far from it Part of the
causeway from the JB end to where the
highway lands would become useless. [t
would be silly to keep and mainrtain it. It
must be removed anyway. :

The best solution would be to replace
the whole causeway with a bridge. Then
the water in the Selat Tebrau (Tebrau
Straits) could flow through. This would
lielp flush the polluted water into the ope
sea. In addition barges, small ships and
mega yachts could pass through making
the straifs a useful waterway,

There would be a lot of opportunities
for business, for tourism which would
benefit Singapote as much as Johor,

But a bridge replacing the whole causé
way would require the co-operation of Sﬂ
gapote. We informed Singapore and aske
them to build their half of the bridge.

But as expected Singapote was not co:

opetative. The excuse given was frivolous
I
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Goh Chuk Tong had some nostalgis about
the causeway. Since when has nostalgia of
one person determined national policy,

1 know that if we wait for Singapore
we would never build the bridge, We had
never been able to solve any problems with
Singapore beeause as things are Singapore
benefits at Malaysia’s expense,

I decided that we should build a bridge
on out side, within our territorial waters,

e Singapore part of the causeway would
not be touched at all The bridee would
land 011 our part of the causeway.

1informed PM Goh and in a letter

hich Singapore had made public PM
iGoh said he preferred a straight bridge but
B Malaysia wishes to build a bridge only

n its side of the Straits he would accept.
e did not object nor did he impose any
ondition. He could not because we would
be doing something within our sovereign

ights. I

Work accordingly started on the new
ustoms, Immigration and Quarantine
Complex and an environmental impact
brudy and soil investigation for the bridge
ere carried outs

Test piling for the bridge had begun
vhet the PM stopped work because he
vanted 1o renegotiate fot a straight bridge
with Singapore. I could have said that he
18 0t going to have any more sucess:
1an | did, but people would just think T
Was alraid Abdullah’s style might succeed
here my style had failed.

|

| Two vears passed. When a project is
clayed the cost would go up, Malaysia lost
oney. [incouraging sounds were made by
he PM, the Deputy PM and the Deputy
porks Minister, Malaysia would build the
idge on our side whatever may be the
land of Singapore.

Then in Aptil 2006, the PM announced
at no bridge would be built at all,

CCause: Malaysians refuse to sell sand to
ingapore, Malaysians refused to allow Sin-
1pore air foree planes to fly over southern
bhor and Malaysians did not want the
ridoc.

Everif the demands made by Singa-
ore for sand and airspace are because

ey have to build their half of the bridge,
Would be wrong: But PM Abdullah seem
D consider Singa[inre. has an absolute right
b demand for sand and overflying tights

FOUR non-governmental organisations in
Bosnia and Herzegovina have nominated
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad for the
Nobel Peace Prize 2007.

They are the Sarajevo School of
Science and Technology, the Con- :
gress of Bosnik Intellectuals and =
two Christian organisations — the E‘
Serb Civic Council from Bosnia and  »
Herzegovina and the Croat National
Council.

The move to nominate the former
Prime Minister was spearheaded by Dr ot =
Ejup Ganic, who was Vice-President of N
Bosnia-Herzegovina from 1990-96 and Presi- : "‘/J__/__\.__.s-/
dent of the Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina

I~
~
o

=

-

until March 2001,

Dr Ganic, currently the Chancellor of the Sarajevo School of Science and

Technology, worked closely with Dr Mahathir in the 1990s when Malaysia pro-
vided economic, political and humanitarian support to a Bosnia-Herzegovina

recovering from the trauma of genocide and ethnic cleansing in the 1992-95

civil war,

Nominations to the Norwegian Nobel Committee closed on Feb 1 and this
year’s list includes former US Vice-President Al Gore, Finnish peace broker
Martti Ahtisaari and Chinese dissident Rebiya Kadeer.

In 2 nomination paper signed by Dr Ganic made available to The Star in
February, Dr Mahathir is described as the Third World’s “most illustrious
contemporary” and its “most courageous advocate.”

Dr Ganic said that Dr Mahathir had influenced the world by leaving behind
lessons on how diversity could be managed, conflicts reconciled and multi
ethnicity harnessed to build a vibrant economic and political system,

He also highlighted Dr Mahathir’s “Prosper Thy Neighbour” policy, his
enlightened vision of Islam and his work as an ambassador of peace in Iraq-
Iran, Bosnia-Herzegovina, southern Thailand, Philippines and Aceh.

Dr Mahathir, 81, who retired from public office in 2003, launched the Kuala
Lumpur Initiative to Criminalise War in December 2005 and chairs the Per-
dana Global Peace Organisation (PGPO) that was set up to implement the

initiative,

PGPO’s “Expose War Crimes: Criminalise War” Conference and Exhibition
was held at the Putra World Trade Centte, Kuala Lumpur last month.

even when Malaysia builds a bridge in its
territory. '

When you aceept foreign authority over
your own tertitory you are surrendering
your sovereign right, your independence
actually. Any Malaysian with a bit of na-
tional fecling would feel this is wrong Why
struggle for independence if we are poing
to surrender it 5o easily and to Singapore
at that. What kind of a Prime Minister is
this who “kowtows” even before pressure
is applied!

FORWARD: Tun, there are some who

would say you have gone back on your
promise not to interfere with your suc-
cessor,

TUN: [ had promised not to intetferc
with the Government of my successor,
Immediately after Datuk Seri Abdullah
took over, he did many things which were
not right,

 Hirstly he allowed members of his

family to meddle in Government adminis-
tration. The Ministets, the Menteris Besar
and senior officials know this is true even
though they are unwilling to confirm this.
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cover story

Privately they have said so.

Secondly projects which were approved
by the previous Government of which he
was a member and Deputy Prime Minister,
and projects he had undettaken (o approye
were cancelled by him ostensibly because
the Government had no money. This .
cannot be true because | made sure the
Government’s financial position was good.
when I stepped down. There was loose '
ralk that I used up all Government funds.
and there was no more money for any- o
thing, Malaysia is far from being bankrupt.
Its eredit rating is high.

FORWARD: Tun, how different is it
for you from when you were PM and

nows

TUN: When | was considering stepping

‘down I expected to continue myfriend-

ship with my colleagues in the Cabinet
and in Umnno. [ thought that off and on

‘we would meet socially and enjoy talking

over the past, about episodes when [ was

together with them in the Government
and in the party. | even thought that some
of them would ask for my opinion and
perhaps my help in solving problems.

Very quickly after stepping down I real-
ised that I was being avoided, one or two
saw me but mainly to talk about personal
non-Govetnmental problems. The rest [
never saw at all, not even on social oceas-
sion. [ was made ro feel that 1 was almost a
membet of the opposition.

It seemed as if anyone who came near
me was regarded with suspicion, Once 1
was told by the Prime Ministet at 4 Chi-

nese New Year party that he wanted to see
me. | went to his residence. Tt was not like
a meeting between friends and long term
colleagues. It had an official atmosphere.

FORWARD: Why were you called?

TUN: I was asked whether I wanted

my sons to be candidates in the coming
elections, in pqrnculai whethet [ wanted
Mukhiriz to take over my old constituency,
1 said no. [ did not explain why but I did
not watt anyone to think that I was trying
1o create a dyna‘ity My son will have to
fight his own battles, He can expect no
patronage from me. It is something the
Prime Minister does not understand. He
does not seem to think that nepotism is
despicable.

After that meeting I did write to suggest
that (former Kedah Menteri Besar) Datuk
Seri Syed Razak should be allowed to
contest as 1 believed he would win back
the seats lost to PAS, This was because
Dato Seri Abdullah had hinted during

When you accept
foreign authority
over your own
territory you are

surrendering your
sovereign right,
your independence
actually.

our conversation that he wanted to find a
new Menteti Besar for Kedah. Syed Razak
did well in the election. But he, like other
Menteris Besar, never saw me at all after
I'stepped down, So much for “Budi yany
baik’

FORWARD: Was there any other time
that you were consulted for your vast
experience in leading the country?

TUN: [ think that was the only time |
gave my view to the PM. | met the PM on
three other oceassion when he requested
to see me. Mostly he talked about what he
was doing: 1 did not venture to comment

*

and he did not ask for my opinion. Flidung:
lak mancing.

For the 9th Malaysia Plan he saw me 4
with Dato Seri Najib Razak and Tan Sti
Nor Mohamed Yakcop. 1 was asked my 5
views and I did express my disappoint- ‘
ment over the slowdown of the construc-
tion of Putrajaya.

There were oceassions when I attended
functions where the PM was also present.
As for Najib, he saw me several times in
the eatly days of my retirement. But 4 lon
time has passed since [ met him face to
face.

FORWARD: What has been the cost
to you, Tun, over your outspokenness?

TUN: | felr that 1 was more and more
persona non-grata especially after my
eriticism of the dropping of the Singapo
bridge project.

Instead of the easy relations with my
former Cabinet colleagues which I had
envisaged, [ began to heat eriticisms and
even abuses ditected at me, particularly
regarding what the suppotters of the
Government called “Mega™ projects, l)ud
ing my time everyone rejected the term
“Mega” but the present Government dlic ¥
not refute the implied extravagance of 1
Government over the mega projects,

FORWARD: Why were these projects}
essential? :

TUN: Among the so-called mega project
that were stopped was the double-trackis ,'
of Malayan Railways from Johor Bahru €
Padang Besar. Malaysia impotts and ex-
ports 10 million containets a year, Many |

ging the highways and the streets, There §
will be more in the future. The car carriet
also clog the roads. |
Trains can pull as many as 50 containe

number of container trucks and car car- |
tiers on the road, With no level crossings
trains will move faster. Double tracking

will eliminate the need for trains to stop
for other trains to pass.

In other words double-tracking the ra
system is a necessity now and will be eye
more so in the future. The cost would g
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upif delayed. Lt would take six years to
build and only slightly more than RM2
billion would be needed each year if con-
struction had been started as scheduled.

[t s like the Light Rail Transit (LRT)
systetn in Kuala Lumpur, Imagine the

Inumber of cars and buses that would clog
Ithe sircers if the LRT had not been built.

The trains ate alteady crowded now with
passengers haying to stand all the WA
I'he effect of double tracking the railways
would be the same as the LRT, It would
clieve the highways from being jammed
with container trucks and train passengers
would reduce road traffic. The decision
1ot to so ahead with the railway project is
mwise. The Government has the money.

All the other projects described by the
on-in-law of the PM as mega projects
have all proven necessary and tmely. What
ould uala Lumpur be like if there is no
Putrajaya to take away more that 100,000
Eivil setvants who must all travel by car
br by bus to work, The relief to Kuala
umpur would be more when Putrajaya
s completed. How would the srowth in
itline passengers be catered 1o without the
L International Airport? Look at the K1,
entral station. It is crowded with travellers
ven on ordinary days, What would the
Perhentian Bas Pudu be like without KI.
ential during Hari Raya ete,

Only the politically motivated would say
he North South Highway and the other
APICSSWAys are a waste,

These projects are necessary, They are

ot for show, They have all proven benefi-
Iird for the country, And they will be even
ore useful in the futare. [ will not com-

:Hcm on why we buile the twin towers,

ORWARD: Is there fall-out from

ese cancellations that could affect
lalaysia in the future?

I f
UN: As a result of the cuts in Govern-
cnt projects the economy has slowed
Wi, Statistics in the New Straits Times
ay pive a different picture but many con-
tors and businesses, especially those
vaed by Malays, have suffered. The big
fitractors had to look for jobs abroad.
any small and medium conttactors have
Ided up. But if you ask them, they will
tadmit this. They are scared.

JRWARD: How about the present
Vernment economic policies? It's

an about-turn to what you were trying
to do.

TUN: Instead of moving into hi-tech
industry, the Government switched to
agriculture. Since agriculture cannot ereate
as many jobs as industries, unemployment

especially among graduates have increased,

So far agriculture has not contributed
towards increasing exports. But our food
Imports remain huge,

Despite not having much agricultural
products for export a Free Trade Agree-
ment was signed with [apan that gives
access for Japanese cars and other manu-
factured goods to enter Malaysia frecly
in exchange for expott of agricultural
products to Japan. This will affect sales of
Proton cars in the country while the bal-
anice of trade will favor Japan more,

The foreign policy change is also un-
called for. We had cultivated the friendship
of Africany Arab and Muslim countries, Tt
had been very good for us, If anyone goes
to these countties they would feel much
welcome, Businessmen and even Petronas
benefited much from the foreign policy.

Now we want to be close to Bush, Blair
and Moward. These are discredited leaders
who are detided as incompetent and liars
cven by their own people. Malaysia should
not be seen o be close 1o them, But great
efforts are made to meer Bush and Iots of

publicity given. As a result our standing
among many countries, especially Muslim
countrics has sone down. They don’t think
much of us now, On the other hand the
big countries do not show they appreciate
our fricndship. Their attitude towards us
and our views have not changed.

FORWARD: What about the present
administration with Singapore? It
seems that things are friendlier than
when you were PM?

TUN: Malaysia’s relation with Singapore
had always been problematic. During my
stint as PM 1 had tried to be friendly with
Singapore but we gained nothing from it,
Then I decided to be tough but 1 must ad-
mit | got nowhere either. All the problems
involving water supply, Pulau Batu Putih,
Central Provident Fund, railway setvice to
Singapore and railway land cte remained
untesolved because Singapore refused
even feasonable demands like an increase
iti the price of raw water,

The Government of PM Datuk Seri
Abdullah decided to be friendly with
Singapote. Singapore has gained having
acquired a Malaysian Bank. We have gained
nothing,

Some say the friendliness has reduced
tension between the countries, But it is
Malaysia that has been willing to how and
scrape before Singapore’s leaders, Tn the
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case of the bridge, Malaysia defended
Singapore’s rights even before Singapote
claimed those rights.

When Minister Mentor Lee Kwan Yew
made disparaging remarks about the way
Malaysia treats its citizens of Chinese
descent there was hardly a squeak from
the PM. The DPM said it was naughty of
Singapore.

When public opinion against Kwan
Yews remarks strengthened, the PM said
he would write to the Minister Mentor. Flis
letter to Kwan Yew was not made public
but Sirigapore publicised Kwan Yew’s
reply. He did not apologise but merely said
he regtetted he had caused discomfort to
Malaysia’s PM. Since Dato Serd Abdul-
lah’s letter was not made public 1 can only
assume that no apology was asked for by
Dato Seri Abdullah, He appeared to have
said that he felt discomfort over what
Kywan Yew said. What is more he practical-
ly instructed the nation not to say anything
any more about the mateer. '

FORWARD: Tun, what about you, Pro-

‘ton and the Approved Permits isssue?

TUN: [ had been following the develop-
ment with regard to Proton, the national
car, When 1 stepped down, Proton was -

ing very well. It had four billion Ringgit in

cash and was able to invest RM 1.8 billion

in 4 new plant in Tanjung Malim. It still

had more than RM2 billion in cash left,

I had asked Datuk Seri Abdullah to ap-

Read between the lines

OBVIOUSLY fed-up with the way his
frank views do not always get printed by
Malaysian newspapers, Tun Mahathir
has resorted to sarcasm when ask to

comment anything about the present
administratio.,

During a Press conference recently,
he was steered to answeting questions
about developments in the country that
included the government’s new execu-
tive jet, the failed merger plan of two
newspaper groups and the sharp rise of
the Ringgit against the US dollar that
could hurt Malaysian exporters.

His answers showed that although he
has not spoken at public engagements
against Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi since Novembet last year, his
unhappiness with the current adminis-
tration remains deep.

Asked to comment on the govern-
ment’s lease of a jet that allegedly cost
US$50 million (RM200 million), ‘Tun
Mahathir said the government should
have bought a bigger plane.

Bloggers and news portals had
claimed that the Prime Minister is buy-

point me as adviser to Proton when I stepped
down. But almost a year passed before [

was appointed. Still 1 was very happy to be
{nvolved in the national car project again,

I found that Proton was facing unfair com-
petition. Thousands of cheap foreign cars
were being imported and all of them grossly
underdeclared their value in order to pay less
impott duty. Although Proton paid less taxes
in the form of excise duty, the underdecla-
ration reduced the prices of foreign cars.
Proton sales were going down,

1 wrote to the Minister of I._11te_mm:io11_al
Trade and Industry but received no satistac-
tory reply. Thousands of Approved Permits
continued to be given out and no action was
taken over the underdeclared import prices.

1 gave an interview to Utusan Malaysia and
pointed out that two individuals were getting
thousands of Approved Permits which they
sold for as much as RM60,000 each. 1 de-
manded that the Ministry name the recipients.

is buying the plane, and said it

ing an Airbus A319 jet for his own
use at a time when he is curbing
public spending.

However, the Premier said that
the jet is for the use of top of-
ficials, including the King.

He denied that the government £
would be leased from Penerban-
gan Malaysia Bhd (PMB), the pa:’
ent company of national cartier
Malaysia Aitlines.

Datuk Seri Abdullah’s explana-
tion has been challenged by the =
opposition and bloggers who pois
out that PMB is a company owne
by government investment fund
Khazanah Nasional,

Tun Dr Mahathir’s take on leas.
ing a jet: “It’s necessary. I though els
it should be a 747 or A380 but the owni
government is being very care-  me
ful because the government has.
no money. This plane costs only p
RM200 million. oldest

It is not bought by the govern- lang
ment, it's bought by somebody = New St

' .

d that somebody else is
D0 per cent by the govern-

er controversial issue was the

merger of Malaysia’s two

edia groups that own Malay-
Utusan Malaysia and the
ts Times.

business, af : il it s
The PM ditected that the names of3 0_‘0{;:;; iIu'iirfp‘:‘fﬁél‘f;‘iﬂ‘?;eéﬁﬂ
the :q:cipiepts-_l_)c_madc public. Sur_e- bersons who sold tlﬁaﬁi 'For. milhom of o
enough 90% of the permits went 10 Winpoi, All kinds of new cﬁtcgoric:s' of
two persons who were making milliofk) v v gllowed to be imporied, ot just
merely selling the permits. teconditioned cars, 0 i

Approved Pt:_rm'i,ts were Introduced This was not what the AT i o il
because Malays found difficulty in - Hhe pfj nistry e o, ighﬁre’ i ob'r; .‘ut
becoming agents for motor-vehicles §ve of the Government and il ::'f((-].'.l' _cﬂ
because sole importers refused to apkd 1) cnrich a few Mala} f-riéncfs i D_\.fa r
point them. The AP enabled Malays %o oy lJilig-b‘uéiﬁu S Tlke Nttt ?m:u,
import reconditioned cars direct and laéi'ling i the abuse of .rhé APa An ? t‘h"ﬂs
e without going through the Rfinister knew it So she was nl)éﬁné in i
sole importers. Hhis abuse of authority, I have information

h hat this abiuse is still going on. i

Some Malays were thus able to go;
into this business. But many simply s
the APs to Chinese car dealers. Whe
1 was Minister of Trade and Industryl
stopped issuing APs to Malays unless
they had showrooms and real evidend In (he meantime Proton sacked Tenok
they were doing business. flahalcel ag Chief Fxecutive .'O:t'ﬁ[::éregﬁ(:::
B¢ sacking Proton whic - SR
After I stepped down more APs e ':Um[i":;izmc:‘;?;]:]l\(‘;ﬁaﬂnﬂrag;
were issued without checking wheth®s liive of the market is A _‘ il it
the recipients were carrying out real $ero i, st

T}\c PM should have disciplined the
fister. But instead she was reappointed
1en 4 new Cabinet was formed,
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Tun Dr Mahathir said: ‘No, it is not
true, It is just that they are democrat-
ic. They listen to people. If people
don’t like it, they don’t like it

The sarcasm was not lost on

reporters, because Tun Dr Mahathir
had bitterly attacked the government
-w]:xen it scrapped a plan to build a
bridge across the Johor Strait, after
saying that was a decision made by
‘the people.

Asked whether he was happy with
the government’s policy of letting
the Ringgit strengthen, he said: ‘I am
happy with whatever the government
does,”

The Ringgit traded at around 3.5
per U_S dollar in early February, its
highest level in about nine years.

Tun Mahathir was also asked to
comment on the by-election in Batu
Talam, Pahang, which the ruling Ba-
risan Nasional won by a big margin
against an independent.

Referring to comments by Deputy
Premier Najib Razak, he replied:
‘Datuk Najib said it is evidence of

‘the confidence of the whole coun-
try in the administration of Prime
Minister Datuk Abdullah Badawi. 1
second that.’

MALAYSIA
sopoans s sasmponOOEOE °

Despite supporting the merger
earlier, Datuk Seri Abdullah backed
down after failing to get support
from top Umno chiefs, who feared
the merger would weaken Utusan’s
ability to project the voice of Malays,

Asked if abandoning the plan was
a setback for Datuk Seri Abdullah,

Many top executives of Proton have left
the company, production is now less than
half planned capacity and new models that
should have come out in 2005 have not
been_ _la_unched' fill now: The share price
went down from RMY o less than RM5 at

one time.

FORWARD: And now Proton is in
trouble?

TUN: The talk now is about selling
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Proton, With more than RM10 billion in
assets it is an attractive buy. Simply by sell-
ing off the land and the factories the buyer
can recover his investment,

Agusta, the Tralian motoreyele company
hought by Proton for 70 million Furo was
sold to some unkaown Iralian company
for one Furo, For no reason Proton lost
almost RM500 million because of this sale,
The Securities Commission approved this
decision to lose company money because it
is only a “small” amount.

‘The decline in the sale of Proton has
caused serious problems for the dealers
and vendors, many of whom are Malays.
The spin-off into the engineering industry
will now be reversed.

For no vety good reason the Gov-
ernment of Datuk Seri Abdullah has
allowed a major national industry to fail. A
company that was highly profitable is now
floundering around, losing money.

I found that my commentsion Proton
was no longer tolerated. The Press refused
to report anything that I said.

FORWARD: When did the Press stop
publishing your views?

TUN: After my criticism of the decision
not to build the brldé,e the Government
went all out to prevent me from aiting my
views anywhere.

More than fifteen of the invitations to
me from the party and private organisa-
tions were withdrawn, All said they had
been pressuted by the Menteri Besar or
party cheifs or by the police. | am now uni-
able to speak or to get what I say reported
in the media. Only the web sites and blog-
pers date to report, They too have come
under pressure,

This is unprecedented. During the
time I was Prime Minister former Prime
Ministers, Tunku Abdul Rabman and Tun
FHussein Onn wete free to criticise me and
even to side with my opponents, In fact
Dato Seri Abdullah himself was free to
campaigh against me when he threw his lot
with Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah,

Now I am totally banned from meet-
ing Umno people, avoided by Umno and
Barisan Nasional leaders, bad mouthed
by Ministers and my former Cabinet
colleagues and treated like a party pariah.

But what happens to
me is not important.
As a politician | have
to accept being
disliked by other
politicians, by leaders
of the Government.

UMNO members of my division were
even bribed into not electing me as del-
egate to the UMNO General Assembly.

FORWARD: Your criticisms have
come at a great cost to you...

TUN: But what happens to me is not im-
portant, As 4 politician I have to aceept be-
ing disliked by other politicians, by leaders
of the Government. What I am concerned
with is that the action and policies of the
present Government continue to be bad
for the country, bad for the people and not
in accord with the objective of creating

a balanced society according to the New
Feonomic Policy.

APs are still being given out to the same
people in big numbers, Underdeclaration
of import prices of cats is still going on.
Parts of Johor are to be made effectively
Singapore territory. None of the problems
with Singapore has been tesolved or at-
tempts made to resolve them.

Contracts including for mega projects
are being given out without propet pro-
cedure, There is no transparency in the
giving out of contracts.

High Government spending is hidden
behind so-called Private Hinance Initiative
where Government guarantees profits for
the developers.

or three years the 9th Malaysia Plan
has been pubiluqed but prdcucally nothing
is happening on the ground.

Alarge sum of money running into
hundreds of millions has been spent on

the Monsoon Cup. It had not drawn tour-
ists despite the media hype.

The family of Datuk Seri Abdullahis
still very much involved in Government
affaits, still g getting contracts, not directly
pethaps but still going on. Approvals for
awards of contracts are still being made
by the Prime Minister without proper
procedure,

By his own admission his son is now
very rich, And the son-in-law is certainly
not poor. Is it a coincidence that wealth
came after he became Prime Minister?
Othet relatives are also rich now.

FORWARD; What is the cost of all
these to Malaysians?

TUN: The country has lost its image as
the champion of the poor and the weak.
As host and leading country in the Non-
Aligned Moyement and the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference, Malaysia have
been slow to respond to international
events, When it does, it failed to make
any impact. No one looks up to Malaysia
anymore. |

Perhaps the Government of Datulk 8¢
Ahbdullah does not care for Malays‘la S im-
age among developing countries. But the
developed countries with which Malaysm
tries hard to be friendly and not to criticis
do not seem to appreciate Malaysia’s stan
cither,

1 did not comment or criticise these
things before because of my pledge until
the dropping of the bidge project . Whe
I made the pledge T did not think Dato

Seti Abdullah Badawi would sully the

country’s honour and prestige. But the
bidge affair broke my resolve.

FORWARD: These are some tough
accusations, Tun, why hasn’t the Ma-
laysian people acted upon them?

TUN: The Government may try to seal
my mouth but 1 will continue to expose
the wrong things that Datuk Seri Abdul-
lah is doing: 1 will not cease until he stop
abusing his authority and restores the
integrity and honour of this country.

The majority of Malaysians may not
want to leave their comfort zones but 4
convinced that the Government of Datt
Seri Abdullah will so damage the county!
that the comfott zones will disappear. I
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