The recent controversy surrounding the textboo

r the newly mtroduced ethmc reiatlons

course in universities and the manner in which the whole episode was handled leaves
_much to be desired. How are we to improve theaquallty of our tertlary educatmn if thls
were to go on? I By Khaldun Malek , .

s

'HE RECENT controversy
_ over the issue of the newly
~ introduced textbook on

ethinie relations pubhshed by

" Un1vers1t1 Putra Malaysiais in danger' '

; of setting an ugly precedent The way
in wh1ch the 1ssue has been inflated in

self to admonlsh the
‘ng sed1t10us whﬂst '

. Wouldn it havebeen 1dea1 it the medlal
ovidinga

had taken the lead in
medium where such concerns could be

_aired in a civilised and ratmnal ;
at hopmg for too
 _much? Is the media now more
concerned about amateurish spm—

_manner? Oris

doctoring 1 more than anything else‘;’

_ inhistory. H

’ reactlons? Where do we draw theline at
offending social sensitivities? Is it merely
done as a knee—Jerk reaction? Do we

; respond to criticisms by pohtlcmns[

looking for cheap pubhc1ty {Imeancome

_on, Lim Kit Siang may be an honourable

. and longstanding parliamentarian, but

is he necessarily in a position tomakean

_ unbiased and objective commentonthe  a

issue - it was his party that was‘ ;

mentioned in the book)?

So do we now ban the study of hlstory,: -

ng the state of our

surely thls cannot be

truth and knowledge that is the raison

de'tre of these institutions?

Now, any tudent of hlstory will tell

_you that there are Vno uncontested facts |
;to an extent, is always
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'open to mterpretatlon However, thls ‘
_is not to say that there are no such“ ,
fthmgs as historical ‘facts’. What it
_implies is that as hlstonans unear
new evidence whlch corresponds toan .
- event or series of events, they should

transparent and et

o




. h‘ therea‘re ’eleihenyts '
then the onus Is on

th
. t;}

rove their c
s;tru hs'p are acaep

. has openly asserted that regard]ess of
'x,w‘the truth of the ’matter, such 10 C¢

~ ofthe people then surely the meetlngs'
_ heldsofarin Penang and now JB Wouldf, ,
involve the same cbncerns" Or is it  starte
because we assume our umvermty' /i ,
’ students are not mature and mtelhgent - pursult of knowledge and truth -
_ enough to deal with these issues ,
kratlonally‘? Or, perhaps, our aeademlcs; . ;

! BNMPswereheeded theéoncerns andk _ cannot be trusted to guide their students

_ The writer teaches polmcal philosophy at

. potentlal ramlfleanons of the on these 1ssues falrly and analytmally? University Malaya, He is also the President af'
‘ ' ‘ . the Young Professional Consultatwe Society.

" concarned groups over the JB meetm . There is no suggesnon that there 18 a .
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