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_'.PUTRAJAYA. The Wator avaﬂahle-‘ B
for each person will be greatly re-
~ducedduetoa grovwng populatien
s march towards_-_ -

and the country’
~ developed nation status.

- More water - will be used as tho:f"-:_
| quahty of life improves and urban- .
. isation and- mdustrla,hsauon m—_

- creases.,

Drama,ge ahd Irrlgatlon Dopart-

:{meut dJroctor-gonoral Datuk Dr L.

Keizrul Abdullah warned that ild
~Malaysia would face serious envi-

- ronmental threats a docado from

- now, including severe and fre-

quent flash floods as well as

ElNinoyears. - =
‘Conflicts of water and land use

-~ decreasing crop yields, pollution,
outbreaks of water-borne dis-

- eases, doc]mmg aquatic biodiver-

| lenges

- Drought - Management - in

- Malaysia”, which was presented at’
~ the Nahona.l Seminar on ‘Socio-

Economic Impact of Extreme

 significant natural hazard in the -

-~ country in terms of the number of

people and areas affected, fre- -
quency, duration and soolo-eoo-_

- nomic damagos |
 “Having .- 189 river

- damental part of the namrol eco-

uonuo and social system.
1) At

 corridor areas,” he said.

Malay51a he noted, ha,d exp peri-

oncod 15 major floods since 1920

~The most severe was in- 1971,

which hit Kuala Lumpur and many -
" other states, resulting in a loss of
“more than RM200 million a;ud the -

| ..doath of 61 people.

Keizrul said the ﬂoods in Johorf- ‘as initiatives to gazette catchment

~earlier this year was considered . areas by federal agencies fail to.get
"the most costly disaster, resulting S

in an osumatod loss of RMl 5 bll-

lion.

~He said in recent yoa;rs rapld_
- development within catchment ar-

~eas had also resulted in a higher

run-off and deterlorated rwer ca-

pacity.

--ed in an increase in flood freque.u—
cyand magnitude.

ba,sms -_
| throughout Malay51a the rivers

and their corridors-of flood plains
- fulfil a variety of functions both for
human use and for the natural
‘ecosystem where they are a fum- -

16 same: ttmo rivers illlght |
‘be the largest threat to the entlre

This, he said, had in turn rosult- =

"_-Datuk Dr Kelzrul Abdullah says

- Malaysia will face serious- .~
. environmental threats a decade

| pro- - L

" longed. droughts espema]ly durmg ;

from now

Kelzrul sz-ud from 1971 to 2000

| Malaysra, had spent RM1.6 hillion
~on siructural flood mitigation
"~ measures. Another RM1.8 billion
- ‘was spent from 2001 to 2005
sity, deforestation and uncon- -
~ trolled erosion as well as sedimen- -
tation are ]ust some of the chal—-

He said = under the Nlnth

_Malaysm Plan, the allocation for
“structural flood control Works had
o osca.lated toRM3.8billion. =~ =~
In his pa,por outltled “Flood a;nd B

“It is estimated that the cost of

- future. river improvément and
- flood mitigation works for the next -
15 years will amount to more thah |
_ o RMl 7 billion,” he said. -
‘Weather and Climate Change here,
- Keizrul said flooding was the most Malaysia was ‘within the heavy.
~-rainfall region, the possibility of a -
serious. drought was much less
comparod to other countries, .

On - drou; ghts, Kelzrul sald as:.

‘In his paper, Keizrul suggostod

that the developmont of policies,
- .strateglos and action plans to over-

~come flood and drought should be .
- based on a comprehensive ap-

proach and should consider a mdo :

- range of mitigating factors. -

He said there was a need for ap-

1 ﬁ_'_fproprlate institutions and leg]sla-
~ tion to deal with problems associ-
ated with ﬂood and drought man- -
agement.

Under the oountry S constltu-

tion, ‘matters pertaining to water,
. ’_'rwers land and forest come under
“the jurisdiction of state govern-
- ments while the gazetting of catch-
. ‘ment areasis under the purvrow of

the federal government.
'This, he said, caused prohlems_

| tho support of state agencies.

- “This may be partly due to the

- fact that the water catchment ar-
“eas are .providing state- govern-

ments with much of their state rev-

_enue, such as from logging and in- -
| dustrlal or. townshlp devolop-
ment.”

‘He said unloss tho matter was

- resolved, it would comphcato ﬂood
~and drought management. -
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