KUALA LUMPUR: Malay51a and
Australia should now focus on
new areas of collaboration
within a framework of coopera-

tion that is more binding, said
Prime Minister -Datuk Seri

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.
Such cooperation, he said,

would stand the test of time

and was based on mutual trust
and-confidence.

“We've had ups and dOWl’lS'
in our bilateral relations. But -

the solid foundations of our
cooperation, - particularly in
matters of defence, education
and trade,
strong,” he said.

Abdullah said both countries
could add value to the collabo-
ration that already existed and
should pursue a policy of open-

ness in building beneficial rela-

tions with each other in these
areas.

“We may need to encourage
the private sectors of both
countries to do more between
themselves,” he added.

- He-said he was certain that
both ‘Governments were ready
to jnteract- more with the pri-

vate sector to achleve this pur--

pose.”
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Abdullah was speaking yes—
terday at the official dinner in
honour of the Australian Prime
Minister- John Howard who is
leading a 12-man delegation on

" a three-day official visit that

began on Wednesday.

Citing education as an exam-
ple, Abdullah said Australia was
a popular destination for young
Malaysians seeking quality ter-
tiary education.

“Malaysia has also poised
itself as a hub for education and
learning. Our two countries can
expand cooperation 'in educa-
tion by encouraging greater col-
laboratien ameong and between
Malaysian and Australian uni-
versities and institutions of
higher learning.”

Abdullah welcomed more
Australian students to study in
Malaysia -and called for more
exchanges - among parliamen-
tarians.

"We can increase fellowship
programmes involving think-

tanks, universities, the media -

and civil society,” he added.
Both countries should: con-
tinue to work for increased

trade and investment-because-

there was still a lot of room for

. After all

expansion, Abdullah said,
adding that. agriculture -and
agro-business could be another
area of collaboration.

“Malaysia hopes. Australia
would consider allowing more’
from

Malaysia

a-to have complete
the need to work
stablish stability; -
peace and prosperity not only
in the “immediate region but
rid as a whole, he

stressed.
Malaysia and - Australia
would continue to work on
areas such as countering the
threat of international terror-
ism, stopping the proliferation .
of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, preventing environmental -
degradation and managing nat-

"ural ‘disasters and mfectlou5‘

diseases, he said.

Howard commended Ma- -
laysia for being a moderate
and competitive Islamic coun-
try that had ‘an important role
to play.



