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" PORT DICKSON: 01d laws and

cumbersome systems will-be

overhauled to ensure that they

- donot hold up implementation

of “ projects under - the 9th
Malaysia Plan.
. “We wish to increase the
speed (of implementation) and
hope fo.achieve as much as we
can-on target,” Prime Minister
Datuk Seri  Abdullah Ahmad
“'Badawi said yesterday when
closing the Permodalan Nasio-

nal:"Bhd World - Investment

Challenge 2006,

Areas. that Abdullah wanted

improved included procedures,
laws. and regulations, sofie of
which had ‘been in place smce
British rule. ‘

He cited the 12 ]aws in rela—

tion to. the issuanice of strata:
- titles or certificates of fitness in

property development.

‘It_has taken -longer than
~hoped -for. People are ‘getting
«impatient. Pak Lah has said it

before, but still nothing is hap-

- pening. But (Housing and Local
‘Government Minister ' Datuk
“Seri"Ong) Ka Ting has been
- working very hard and the law

will “go .to Parliament for

-amendment,” he said.

Bureaucracy has. been bur-
dened by laws which have been
around for a very long time.
It is time to"look at the laws

and start changing those that’

are an obstacle or hindrance.”
Abdullah said.He stresséd that

- he was not just making another
“series .of .promises” but that

e to change ol

fthe Government was commlt—’:l
ted to implementing the 9MP.

On the police and' legal sys-

“tem, -Abdullah said he had

called on the police to-further

" improve their response time to

crime reports and in ‘bringing
cases. to court, and he wanted

lawyers to avoid” constantly
postponements )

asking  for
which caused cases to, drag on."

On the Anti- Corruptron Agen-ﬂ:\
¢y, Abdullah - said - the " unit -
should investigate carefully and
not “just drag-a person to.court.
to show that we are doing-

somethrng e
‘On government-linked com-

~ pames the Prime Minister said

it was not trije'that: .-
the‘Government had spent

too much money 0o1n non- ECO-

nomic ventures

TL\{ er

“Do you think that if you go to

*.GLCs (government-finked com-
. panies), they ‘will give you
‘money whenever you want? [ -

don’t think so. They look after
thejrmoney very well - and are
expected to do so - but there is

also- the question of social

responsrbrlrty g
“Earlier, during a dialogue ses-
sion- with ‘participants of thé

PNB World Investment Chal- -

lenge, he said that creating con-

= fidence in the local stock mar-
ket was vital. .

Abdullah sard he wanted to

'see growth in the stock market,
* which would attract foreign

direct investment, .

- “Itisokay if it goes up slowly.
We want- to see -a steady -
growth We have reached 1,000 L
points “(on - Blirsa- ‘Malaysia)

2(7(7{

before the end of the year.” -
He said a special committee

would also be formed to rejuve-

nate the real estate sector:
Malaysia wanted investors to

come, stay and buy property in

the country. -

On whether the Government
would - increase the - civil
servants’ pay to raise Ma-

faysia’s competitive advan-
.tage, he said the salary scale

reflected the current standard
of living.
He said it 'was rnapproprrate

_to compare ‘with the high
salaries of workers in countries”

such as Japan as their standard

- of living was higher.

The ‘Prime Minister empha-
sised that the.Government had

always looked after the welfare :

of civil servants as it Was wor-

’ ware g

d laws

| ried that they might take brrbes

to make ends meet. o

In Kuala Lumpur, DHAR-
MENDER SINGH reports that
Works Minister Datuk Seri 'S.
Samy Vellu said the Public

- Works Department would start
offering consultancy services to

contractors and developers

who have - difficulties getting’
‘expert advice.

In response to -the. Prime

Minister's call to the ministry to

provide such services especially

to contractors ‘who had been .

awarded contracts: under the

" 9MP, Samy Vellu said the PWD

had experts in a wide range of
fields and state-of- the—art soft-
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