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PM: Diversity is
nation’s strength
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia
has flourished under the for-
mula of unity, which is to love,
respect and accept the differ-
ences ofits people.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said
the people should not hate

- those of a different race or re-
ligion.

Abdullah said this yesterday
when he fielded questions
from participants at the
Malaysian Student Leaders’
Summit 2008.

Also present was Education
Minister Datuk Seri Hisham-
muddin Hussein.

Abdullah said student lead-
ers who would one day take
over the country’s leadership
must consider multiracial fac-

_ tors when making decisions.

“The country is rich in di-
versity and we must celebrate
it as our strength. Malaysia’s
main objective is the develop-
ment of unity.

“So, young leaders must in-
corporate the country’s multi-
cultural elements in their aspi-
rations to build the nation.”

On the civil service being
seen dominated by a single
race, Abdullah said it was a
colour-blind institution as var-
ious measures had been taken
to employ more non-Malays.

“We are doing everything
we can to reflect the true
racial composition of Malaysia
in the civil service.

“True, we don’t have
enough non-Malays in some
areas. Still, we have other
mechanisms to include the
views of non-Malays in our
policy-making process.”

On realising Vision 2020, he
said Malaysia experienced
hiccups, especially with the
current high prices of fuel and
global food shortage, which
had a major impact on the na-
tion’s economy.

“When Vision 2020 was for-
mulated, it was based on an
annual GDP (gross domestic
product) growth of six per cent
per annum.

“Due to the two major global
issues, we are having some
difficulties  achieving  this
growth. The country has to
deal with inflation.” ‘

Abdullah promised that all
measures were being imple-

mented to keep the country’s
economy healthy. /

He said the Barisan Nasion-
al had been working to keepits |
promises in the general elec-
tion.

This could be seen in the re-
forms planned for the judicia-
ry as well as the Anti-Corrup-
tion Agency.

“I have made several state-
ments on these matters and
changes are underway.

“We have also started re-
forms for the police force and
we will continue with our ef-
forts to keep up with the ever-
changing times.

“We have also instituted re-
forms in the financial and edu-
cational sectors.”

Abdullah also stressed the
need to eradicate poverty, ir-
respective of race and reli-
gion.

“We do not want to be like
some states in Africa. The na-
tion must be developed for ev-
ery Malaysian.

“There must also be equi-
table distribution of wealth
and education.

“It is inhumane to deprive
the children from poor fami-
lies of education.”



