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At the end of the day,

Abdullah is still

SEPT 16 has come and gone. Datuk
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, de-
spite the challenges, is still prime
minister.

And Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim?
His credibility has been diminished;
failing in his attempt to muster suffi-
cient support from Barisan Nasional
lawmakers to defect and effect the
change of government to Pakatan
Rakyat on time to meet his self-im-
posed 916 “deadline” to oust the rul-
ing Barisan Nasional coalition.

Anwar who won a seat in Parlia-
ment in the Permatang Pauh by-elec-
tion on Aug 26 and was subsequently
made opposition leader, tried very
hard to recruit at least 30 BN mem-
bers of parliament to his side by Sept

16.

In this he has failed. No Barisan MP
has jumped ship yet and no new gov-
ernment formed.

Where are the defectors? Political
watchers and Malaysians at large are
anxious to know. ;

Oh, but then the curtains are not
down yet. Opposition leaders say the
Anwar vs Abdullah battle for power is
still on and a new target date has
been set.

Anwar still insists he has the num-
bers in hand to form a government
“anytime”.
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He says he is only holding back tak-
ing on BN by force, at least this is
what he told a large gathering for
Malaysia Day celebrations at the
MBPJ Stadium in Kelana Jaya on
Monday.

He now seeks a discussion with Ab-

- dullah for a peaceful handing over of

power and has written a letter to the
premier for a meeting.

Sceptics may have long brushed off
the takeover talk as a political tactic
to destabilise Abdullah’s administra-
tion but Anwar’s supporters and op-
position leaders are least in doubt
that he indeed has a clear and con-
crete plan to getinto the seat of power
in Putrajaya.

The new target date for the take-
over, says Parti Keadilan Nasional
strategist Saifuddin Nasution Ismail,
back in the country also on Monday
after he and four others had trailed
BN MPs on an agricultural study tour
in Taiwan, is before Hari Raya.
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“The number in hand is far more
than required. The takeover can be
effected any time from now, it won't
take long,” he says.

Saifuddin had gone further, claim-
ing that contacts had been made with
the BN backbenchers who had earli-
er signed statutory declarations or
made written pledges in support of
Anwar and that Pakatan’s mission in
the Taiwan capital had been accom-
plished.

Now, if you think this sounds too
good to be true, try swallowing this:
Pakatan says it has close to 20 Umno
MPs in the bag. -

If this is true, it should quash fear
among leaders of it5 ally Pas of a
prospect of Pakatan Rakyat having a
government with more non-Muslim
representatives in Parliament.

Concerns over lower Malay repre-
sentation had sparked off debates
and subsequent calls for a review of
Pas’ position in Paktan Rakyat at the
party’s muktamar or annual assem-
bly in Ipoh last month.

The conservative Islamist party,
however, vowed to remain commit-
ted to Pakatan Rakyat and support
Anwar as prime minister despite
members engaged in hot debates
over suggestions that its president
Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang should
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become prime minister instead, if
Pakatan comes to power. :

Anwar is also anxiously waiting for
the outcome of Umno's supreme
council monthly meeting tomorrow,
in anticipation of an important devel-
opment which could either strength-
en or weaken Abdullah’s grip on his
party and government.

Abdullah is facing pressure within
the party to speed up the 2010 trans-
fer of power agreed between him and
his deputy Datuk Seri Najib Razak
and later endorsed by the supreme
council. The matter tops tomorrow’s
agenda.

Najib is still in support of the plan
provided it has the blessings of Umno
divisions, which will convene their
meetings from Oct 9 when they will
also propose candidates for the De-
cember party elections.

Senior Umno leaders have come in
support of Najib's view that the
grassroots should decide on the tran-
sition plan, along with an earlier
statement by party vice-president
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin that Abdul-
lah should rethink the timetable for
the transfer of power.

And while Malaysians wait for fur-
ther developments in the local politi-
cal scene, Anwar still is a prime min-
isterial aspirant.

" Itis adrama o

highest orderand
should enter the .
Malaysia Book of '
Recordsasthe
greatest bluff.

Datuk Seri Dh]anpes‘

asing

Parti Rakyat Saraw ,
president

"His self-enforced
deadline to take over
the Federal
Government is
distracting the
people from their
daily lives and is bad
for the economy.’

Dr Stephen Rundie
State Barisan Nasional and
PBB secretary-general
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