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Najib is finance
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PUTRAJAYA: Prime Minister Dotk Serd Abdullah
Ahmid Badawi has handed over the powerful portlolio
of finance to his deputy Dotk Sevd Najib Aledul Razak
s part of the couniry’s power
— transitlon plan which
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ABDULLAH TAKES
OVER DEFENCE
IN PORTFOLIO SWAP

and speak with fund managers and investors on the
eoonomy and the country,” he sald,

Abdutinh said he would eopcentrate on other duties
pertaining to social and religious issues, racial unity,
jndicial reform and the reform of other agencics.

“Lwill slowly rescind my duties to Najib and see hiow
well he adapts 1o his mony new duties thal he will be

o— m is 1o b completed by
:ommﬂ package ‘“',f."l":' mm.“;f::]imlluh. who also
o It from bankruptey. b announced he would
il Lynch and Bear Stearis. e takin g over the

aefence portfolio held

by Majib in o swap

of duties, however,
indioated thin he
may hand over the
reins of power 1o his
andinled successor

unies, In less than 8 year

: taking on from time o tme,” he said,

@ ! Will slowly

rescind m
duties to Naji
and see how
well he adapts
to his many new
duties that he
will be taking

“Thie timing (of exit) ks Rexible, Lwill
decide on when [ want o go and el
Najily ... Twill not be staying on heyond
2010," he sald, adding that it was alse
possible that he may give up the prime
minister’s position earlier,

This matter will nlso be among those
to e discussed al the Limno Supreme
Counell meetog 1o be held woday, he
s

Abdullah also announced that the
deputy chairman's post in Khisanah

gabd e hod informed the
cabinet of the job swap, and
it over e, he would e
handing over “a few ol my
roles and duties as prime
minister o Majib”,

The change comes at o time when the conntry s
fucing tough challenges, politically and economically,
agningt the backdrop of a gloomy world economic
climate wnd unravelling erises in Nnancial markets
(aee related reportd,

Among Najib's first duties us Tnanee minister will b
1o meet with Tund managers and investors in New Yorl
where he 16 scheduled 1o speak at the United Nations
General Assembly on Sept 25, Abdullah said.

wihis will be an opportune tme for him w meet with
large LIS companies bused in Malaysin and also meet

enrlicr than the p Nasional would be handed over o Najib,
agried deadline. on from time to as this post came with being linance
Speaking at his time r minister
ullice alter e - — Abdullah Nafily, who wis with Abdullab at
wielhly cabinet . the press confisrenee, said the moye
meeting, Abdullah demonstrated Abdulluh's sincerity and

confidence in him.

“Phe prime minister and | have agreed to that and we
lope that the party and the rakyat will aceepl this in the
interest of the party and country’s stability,” he said,

Asloed what his plans are to nekle te caevent
s economie situation aml restore inyestor
confidenee, Nujib soid: “Iwill have o answer that
when | move (o the (fnance) ministey, though we have
disenssed the current challonges al hand, Give me time
liv s,

Both leaders said efforts were geared towards keeping
and sltracting investors via trade missions and meetings
with tnvestors and fund managers,

On page 2: Abdullah blames Anwar

for economic Woes



