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Malaya's Secret Police tells the story of the organisation, the personnel, the troubles
and the ultimate triumph of Malaya’s intelligence services. Former Special Branch
officer Leon Comber provides information inaccessible to most researchers,
including comprehensive charts and a wealth of details, especially on personalities.
Together these provide a unique insight into the world of intelligence. This book
reminds us that generating good counterinsurgency intelligence took time—years
not months—careful experimentation, and painstaking acquisition of knowledge of
the country and its people, culture and languages.

__Karl Hack, History Lecturer, Open University, UK, Co-editor of Dialogues with
Chin Peng: new views on the Malayan Communist Party (2004).

[ eon Comber’s admirable study of the vital role played by the Malayan Special
Branch in the Malayan Emergency will undoubtedly become recommended reading
for anyone interested in counterinsurgency intelligence. It could well provide, too,
the framework for the use of intelligence in counterinsurgency operations in other
parts of the world such as Iraq and Afghanistan. Dr Comber is well qualified to
write it as aside from being a specialist in South East Asian affairs, he served as a

Chinese-speaking Special Branch officer in the Emergency.

—Dr Leong Chee Woh, former Malayan Special Branch officer (1953—84), retired
Deputy Director of Operations, Malaysian Special Branch, Royal Malaysian
Police.



Other books by Leon Comber

13 May 1969:
A Historical Survey of Sino-Malay Relations

Through a Bamboo Window:
Fate and Fortune in 1950s Singapore & Malaya
(Singapore Heritage Society book)

The Hui: Chinese Secret Societies in
1950s Malaya & Singapore
(Singapore Heritage Society book)

Chinese Temples in Singapore

The Traditional Mysteries of Chinese
Secret Societies in Malaya

The Strange Cases of Magistrate Pao

Modern Malaysian-Chinese Stories
(with Ly Singko)

Prizewinning Asian Fiction (ed.)

The Golden Treasure Box, Vol. |

The Golden Treasure Box, Vol. 2
Golden Legends Indonesia

Favourite Stories: The Philippines
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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an
autonomous organization in 1968. It1s a regional centre dedicated to the study of
socio-political, security and economic trends and developments in Southeast Asia
and its wider geostrategic and economic environment. The Institute’s research
programmes are the Regional Economic Studies (RES, including ASEAN and

APEC), Regional Strategic and Political Studies (RSPS), and Regional Social and
Cultural Studies (RSCS).

ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued almost 2,000 books
and journals. It is the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southeast Asia
from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other academic and
trade publishers and distributors to disseminate important research and analyses
from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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The. Mopas!l Asia Institute (MAI) is a multi-disciplinary research unit at Monash
University in Melbourne, Australia. Founded in 1988, the MAI brings together

a wide range of Asia-related activities at the university to promote and support
Monash’s expertise and interest in the Asian region.

MALI Press is an imprint of Monash University Press, and specialises in books
and working papers about Asia. The books represent a range of disciplines, such
as politics, history, women’s studies, business and the environment. MAI Press
welcomes authors from many countries and diverse backgrounds. MAI Press
books are distributed in Australasia, North America, Southeast Asia and Europe.
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