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Preface

Education and Nation Formation in Malaysia: A Structural
Analysis is a study about how education in Malaysia be-
fore and after independent play a predominant role in
reshaping the nation as well as transforming Malaysian
society. It is a sociohistorical and sociological analysis of
education in the context of changing society from British
colonial legacy to Malaysianization policy, from ethno-
centrism of race to nation building and vision 2020. The
policy is to enhance Malaysian image into a fully devel-
oped nation and building future Malaysia destiny in
achieving social justice, developing democratic society and
fostering national unity.

Education and Nation Formation in Malaysia: A
Structural Analysis exploring critical issues such as pov-
erty, underdevelopment, inequality, class struggle, social
tension, cultural disharmony in Malaysian divided soci-
ety. The uprising nationalism following race riot May, 1969
hasled to the policy change of education incorporated with
the national development policy aimed to redress race in-
equality. Instead of that the policy also encouaged eco-
nomic growth and economic prosperity as essential pre-
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requisite in generating and distributing wealth among
race.

The second broad prong of New Economic Policy

is restructuring society. This involved strategies to
create 30 percent Malay ownership and participation in
modern economic activities such as enterpreneurship, in-
dustries, business and so forth. Restructuring society also
involve major changes in implementing policies such as
social, economic, education and public services. Educa-
tion and schooling in this context play a decisive role in
combating poverty, social mobility, creating new profes-
sional elite, transforming social class and fostering mod-
ernization and social change.

In contrast and nevertherless, a structural analysis
focuses on key pertinent issues of Malaysian divided so-
ciety such as race division and segregation, cultural plu-
ralism, class differences, gender issues, religion influence
and secularism which has critical impact and sets a domi-
nating trends in creating conflicting agenda in Malaysian
colonial image society.

In particular, education and nation formation in
Malaysia: a structural analysis addressing key issues of
citizenship education linking with teaching and learning
in a broader perspectives of policies, politics, economy,
democracy and as well as the role of Malaysia citizens in
determines the direction of change in the era of post-in-
dependence.

Abd. Rahim Abd. Rashid

Department of Foundation of Education and Humanities,
Faculty of Education,

University of Malaya.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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