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PRAISE [OR
Lincoln

“Fred Kaplan’s Lincoln offers penetrating insights on Lincoln’s ability to
explain complex ideas in language accessible to a broad range of read-
ers and listeners. . . . Kaplan is especially effective in tracing the influ-
ence on Lincoln’s literary style of his lifelong course of self-education
by reading English-language classics.”

. —James M. McPherson, The New York Review of Books

“Lively. . . . Kaplan does a good job of tracing the young man’s reading
habits, identifying favorite books, and noting their influence on the

mature politician. . . . Powerful and convincing. . - Kaplan is a biog-
rapher on a mission.” —The Los Angeles Times
“Compelling. . . . This revealing view of our sixteenth president focuses

on his literary skills, on his deep appreciation for the classics, and on
his lifelong search for the most precise and eloquent way to -commu-
nicate his convictions and his ideas. . . . In this election season, Fred
Kaplan’s book might encourage us all to bear in mind the relationship
between clear speech and clear thought.”

—Francine Prose, O, The Oprah Magazine

“Superb. . . . This intensely researched, thoughtfully written volume
is more than a biography; it’s also a practical and inspiring guide for
writers. . . . Quoting many of Lincoln’s texts, Kaplan demonstrates
how their authot organized his thoughts and blended them into logical,
effective, and often soaringly eloquent treatises.” —The Seattle Times

“There’s plenty here to reveal how Lincoln learned to inspire. . . . The
future president’s love letters, speeches, essays, poems, and even his
dirty jokes all get their due. Kaplan also looks for connections between
Lincoln’s reading material and his words, finding influences of Shake-
speare and the Bible, among other sources.”

—The Christian Science Monitor —
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“An elegant portrait of Lincoln’s literary sensibility.” ‘
YAY \ N

—Ted Widmer, The New York Observenreinan
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“A top choice. Lincoln recounts the ingredients of Lincoln’s life that went
into making him the man who could pen such memorable words as the
Gettysburg Address and the Second Inaugural Address.”

—Detroit Free Press

“Essential reading for any Lincoln student preparing to dip into the rich
field of Lincoln’s writings. . . . Just when you think‘every aspect of
Lincoln’s life and thought has been covered, someone like Kaplan sees

him from yet a new perspective.”  —Allen Barra, The Baltimore Sun

“A sophisticated take on the Lincoln revival. . . . A gifted writer him-
self, Kaplan even manages to get us interested in young Abe’s satirical
verses and the contents of the primers he devoured.”

—The Boston Globe

“Biographer Fred Kaplan’s close reading of Lincoln’s personal letters
and drafts brings a fresh perspective to.one of the most mythologized
figures in American history. He reveals that Lincoln the orator got his
start as Lincoln the poet, the lover, the humorist.”

—The New York Observer

“Lincoln captures, vividly, the young Illinois lawyer and politician, by
turns funny and melancholy, as he tried to give meaning to the power
of his words by attaining ‘the power to implement them.””

—The Philadelphia Inquirer

“Kaplan undertakes an unparalleled analysis of Lincoln the creative
writer, digging more widely and deeply than any of his predecessors
in examining Lincoln’s writing, . . . Lincoln is an innovative offering in
a crowded field and will become a staple for Lincoln enthusiasts and

3 »
scholars. —American Heritage

&«
If you ever wondered what Lincoln read, how he thought about word:
and ideas, or what made him into one of our country’s most distinctive
speechwriters, this is the book for you.” —The Chicago Tribune
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A hardcover edition of this book was published in 2008
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Printed in the United States of America. No part of this book may
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Publishers, 10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022.
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To the memory of my father, Isaac Kaplan (1906—1987); and
to Hattie M. Strelitz, the teacher who, on the Lower East Side
of New York City in December 1918, awarded him a copy of .
The Perfect Tribute,.an idealistic myth about the writing of the
Gettysburg Address. It was given to him for “Proficiency and
Excellent Class Spirit” and came into my hands a generation
later. It impressed me deeply with a truth that empowers us

all: the power of Lincoln’s language.
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