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Preface and acknowledgements

Thus book 1s based on the tesumonies of Iranians, Iragis, Lebanese,
Palesumans and Egypuans — acuvists, journalists, refugees, exiles
and academics — with diverse political views ranging from Islamist
modernusts, the secular left, nationalists and feminists, whom 1
interviewed throughout 2007-09 in Iran, Lebanon, Syria, Palestine,
Egypt and the UK. The level of violence in Iraq did not allow me
to travel there, instead, I interviewed Iragis in Syria, Iran and the
UK Many were curious about me I looked like them, but was not
speaking Arabi or wearing the Islamic hijab ‘Where do you come
fr m?’ they would ask curiously When I replied ‘T am Iranian’, the
immediate reacti n was ‘Wel ome, Ahlan wa Sahlan, Iran good’ In one
visit to Cairo, 2 middle aged shoe keeper in a mosque in Islamic Cairo
said ‘Iran good, Bomb Inshaallah’, indicaung that he wished Iran to
obtain the bomb Every ume I visited these regions, similar sent-
ments were repeated on a daily basis by taxi drivers and shopkeepers,
and in restaurants Their identification with my Iranian ness was
striking — not that I, a woman without a hijab from that part of the
world, was Muslim, Shi‘a, non Muslim or secular, but that my being
Iraman was good enough for them to express their support for Iran
Observing these sentiments triggered my interest in researching and
writing about how Iran is perceived in these societies, as a country
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PREFACE vii

which is going through changes both mternally and in terms of its
role in the region and within global politics.

Thus my field research, in particular the interviews, constitute
an important part of my analysis. I am grateful to many friends and
colleagues, without whom I could not have wrntten this book. My
daughter Tara Povey and my partner John Rose have read the entire
manuscript and have made detailed and insightful suggestions; I am
indebted to both of them for their love and for their critical care,
which has enriched my thinking. Laleh Khahli, Anne Alexander and
Nur Masalha have read the chapters on Lebanon, Iraq, Palestine and
Egypt, their inasive cninques have been crucial in making this book
better I am indebted to Sadaf Rostami and Behnam Tonekaboni for
assisting me in my research. Sadaf worked hard to provide me with
valuable statistics and Behnam researched the relevant books in Farsi
and recommended which to read. Nannman Massoumi provided
me with important articles and directed me to websites. Tamsine
O'Riordan, my editor at Zed Books, was a tremendous intellectual
support

I am profoundly indebted to all those women and men whose
interviews are presented in this book. In Iran my grantude is ex-
tended to Elaheh Kollace, Jamileh Kadivar, Eisa Saharkhiz, Mashallah
Shamsolvaezin, Ataollah Mohajerani, Susan Shanati, Mohsen Kadivar,
Fakhrolsadat Mohtashamipour, Minoo Mortazi, Habibollah Payman,
Maliheh Aryan, Mohammad Adeh, Hassan Eshkevari and Ali Rah-
nema. My field research in Beirut and Syria would not have been pos-
sible without Laleh Khalili introducing me to amazing scholars and
activists. I am most grateful to San Hanafi, Mona Harb, Mahmoud
Zeidan, Saleh Agha, Fatemeh Mirzadeh, Ali Hamdan, Jean Said Mak-
disi, Jim Qulty, Amal Saad Ghorayeb, Reinoud Leenders, Roschanack
Shaery Eisenlohr, Manal Kortam, Ola Hanafi, Mohammed Hourani,
Judith Palmer Harik, Ibrahim Mousavi and Haj Hassan Houssein. I
am grateful to my friend Hossein Shahidi, who gave me shelter in
Beirut and shared with me his years of experience in Lebanon. In
Syna, I am also indebted to Mehri Honarbin-Holliday, Safa Kassab
Hassan, Hala Sarraf, James Pope, Mazen Rabie, Cyrus Shayegh and

FPERDAN
LEADERSH

A
p



viii IRAN'S INFLUENCE

Shokn Rayan, who shared with me their valuable experiences My
grantude goes to Rima Tarbadar and her family, who opened their
home to me in Damascus, their hospitahty and intellectual support
were immeasurable In Palestine, withowt Islah Jad, Fadwa Al Labadi
and Lisa Taraki I would not have been able to witness the suffering of
Palesumans on a daily basis. I am also grateful to Ommar Barghod,
Eileen Kuttab, Simine Alam and Ammar Zorba. It was a memorable
experience for me to meet Sameh, who was under house arrest in Um
el Fahum. His family have lost their homes and lands to the Zionists
and have been resisting the Israehs for generations. In Jaffa, Yousef's
and Ruba’s hospitality and generosity are unforgettable. They showed
me their parents’ and grandparems’ family homes, which over the
course of painful years were stolen by the Zionists. I am most grateful
to Mobammed, who showed me most parts of Ramallah, where I
witnessed the uprooting of the Palestinians by the Zionists. In Silwan
men and women campaigners shared with me the ways they are
resisung the Zionist destruction of their community In London, my
heartfelt thanks are also due to Sami Ramadani, Haifa Zangana, Mays-
oon Pachachi, Nadje Al Ali, Hana Ibrahim, Tahrir Numan and Khaled
Ziyada, from whom I learned a great deal about the reality of life in
Iraq and Palestine In Cairo, without Rabab Al Mahdi I would not
have been able to meet 5o many fine academics and activists. She also
gave me shelter and intellectual support during my fieldwork. I am
also indebted to Hossam el Hamalawy, Omaima Abou Bakr, Omayma
Abdel-Latif, Ibrahim al-Hudaiby, Wafaa Al Masri, Mohammed Sami,
Gamal Nassar, Heba Raouf, Dina Samak, Ibrahim al Sahary, Zeinab
Afifi, Sameh Naguib, Mostafa Radwan, Hala Shukrallah, Mohamed
Morsy El-aat and Farida Makar, who kindly assisted me and translated
the interviews from Arabic into English.

My heartfelt thanks go to my family, Lily, Farhad, Tara, John,
Behrang, Behnam, Amy, Lara, Daryoush, Roya, Nahid, Ahmad, Jason,
Jane, Sjamak, Sanam, Sadaf, Maryam and Niloofar, for their love and
support, which kept me going.




	0001.bmp
	0002.bmp
	0003.bmp
	0004.bmp
	0005.bmp
	0006.bmp
	0007.bmp
	0008.bmp
	0009.bmp
	0010.bmp
	0011.bmp
	0012.bmp
	0013.bmp
	0014.bmp
	0015.bmp
	0016.bmp
	0017.bmp
	0018.bmp
	0019.bmp
	0020.bmp
	0021.bmp
	0022.bmp
	0023.bmp
	0024.bmp
	0025.bmp
	0026.bmp
	0027.bmp
	0028.bmp
	0029.bmp
	0030.bmp
	0031.bmp
	0032.bmp
	0033.bmp
	0034.bmp
	0035.bmp
	0036.bmp
	0037.bmp
	0038.bmp
	0039.bmp
	0040.bmp
	0041.bmp
	0042.bmp
	0043.bmp
	0044.bmp
	0045.bmp
	0046.bmp
	0047.bmp
	0048.bmp
	0049.bmp
	0050.bmp
	0051.bmp
	0052.bmp
	0053.bmp
	0054.bmp
	0055.bmp
	0056.bmp
	0057.bmp
	0058.bmp
	0059.bmp
	0060.bmp
	0061.bmp
	0062.bmp
	0063.bmp
	0064.bmp
	0065.bmp
	0066.bmp
	0067.bmp
	0068.bmp
	0069.bmp
	0070.bmp
	0071.bmp
	0072.bmp
	0073.bmp
	0074.bmp
	0075.bmp
	0076.bmp
	0077.bmp
	0078.bmp
	0079.bmp
	0080.bmp
	0081.bmp
	0082.bmp
	0083.bmp
	0084.bmp
	0085.bmp
	0086.bmp
	0087.bmp
	0088.bmp
	0089.bmp
	0090.bmp
	0091.bmp
	0092.bmp
	0093.bmp
	0094.bmp
	0095.bmp
	0096.bmp
	0097.bmp
	0098.bmp
	0099.bmp
	0100.bmp
	0101.bmp
	0102.bmp
	0103.bmp
	0104.bmp
	0105.bmp
	0106.bmp
	0107.bmp
	0108.bmp
	0109.bmp
	0110.bmp
	0111.bmp
	0112.bmp
	0113.bmp
	0114.bmp
	0115.bmp
	0116.bmp
	0117.bmp
	0118.bmp
	0119.bmp
	0120.bmp
	0121.bmp
	0122.bmp
	0123.bmp
	0124.bmp
	0125.bmp
	0126.bmp
	0127.bmp
	0128.bmp
	0129.bmp
	0130.bmp
	0131.bmp
	0132.bmp
	0133.bmp
	0134.bmp
	0135.bmp
	0136.bmp
	0137.bmp
	0138.bmp
	0139.bmp
	0140.bmp
	0141.bmp
	0142.bmp
	0143.bmp
	0144.bmp
	0145.bmp
	0146.bmp
	0147.bmp
	0148.bmp
	0149.bmp
	0150.bmp
	0151.bmp
	0152.bmp
	0153.bmp
	0154.bmp
	0155.bmp
	0156.bmp
	0157.bmp
	0158.bmp
	0159.bmp
	0160.bmp
	0161.bmp
	0162.bmp
	0163.bmp
	0164.bmp
	0165.bmp
	0166.bmp
	0167.bmp
	0168.bmp
	0169.bmp
	0170.bmp
	0171.bmp
	0172.bmp
	0173.bmp
	0174.bmp
	0175.bmp
	0176.bmp
	0177.bmp
	0178.bmp
	0179.bmp
	0180.bmp
	0181.bmp
	0182.bmp
	0183.bmp
	0184.bmp
	0185.bmp
	0186.bmp
	0187.bmp
	0188.bmp
	0189.bmp
	0190.bmp
	0191.bmp
	0192.bmp
	0193.bmp
	0194.bmp
	0195.bmp
	0196.bmp
	0197.bmp
	0198.bmp
	0199.bmp
	0200.bmp
	0201.bmp
	0202.bmp
	0203.bmp
	0204.bmp
	0205.bmp
	0206.bmp
	0207.bmp
	0208.bmp
	0209.bmp
	0210.bmp
	0211.bmp
	0212.bmp
	0213.bmp
	0214.bmp
	0215.bmp
	0216.bmp
	0217.bmp
	0218.bmp
	0219.bmp
	0220.bmp
	0221.bmp
	0222.bmp
	0223.bmp
	0224.bmp
	0225.bmp
	0226.bmp
	0227.bmp
	0228.bmp
	0229.bmp
	0230.bmp
	0231.bmp
	0232.bmp
	0233.bmp
	0234.bmp
	0235.bmp
	0236.bmp
	0237.bmp
	0238.bmp
	0239.bmp
	0240.bmp
	0241.bmp
	0242.bmp
	0243.bmp
	0244.bmp
	0245.bmp
	0246.bmp
	0247.bmp
	0248.bmp
	0249.bmp
	0250.bmp
	0251.bmp
	0252.bmp
	0253.bmp
	0254.bmp
	0255.bmp
	0256.bmp
	0257.bmp
	0258.bmp
	0259.bmp
	0260.bmp
	0261.bmp
	0262.bmp
	0263.bmp
	0264.bmp
	0265.bmp
	0266.bmp
	0267.bmp
	0268.bmp
	0269.bmp
	0270.bmp
	0271.bmp
	0272.bmp
	0273.bmp
	0274.bmp
	0275.bmp
	0276.bmp
	0277.bmp
	0278.bmp
	0279.bmp
	0280.bmp
	0281.bmp
	0282.bmp
	0283.bmp
	0284.bmp
	0285.bmp
	0286.bmp



