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ABRAHAM LINCOLN

INTRODUCTION

U.S. Republican statesman and 16th
President (1861-65); in 1846 he was elected
to a single term in Congress when he
spoke against the extension of slavery and
in 1860 was elected President. When the
Civil war began in 1861, he defined the
issues in terms of national integrity, not
anti-slavery. He in fact declared freedom
for all slaves on areas of rebellion. He was
re-elected President in 1864. Lincoln’s
victory in that election thus changed the
racial future of the United States. It also
agitated Southern-sympathizer and Negrophobe John Wilkes Booth,
who began to conspire first to abduct Lincoln and later to kill him.
On Apr. 14, 1865, five days after Robert E. Lee’s surrender to Grant
at Appomattox Court House, Lincoln attended a performance of Our
American Cousin at Ford’s Theatre in Washington. One Mr. Booth
entered the presidential box and shot Lincoln. The next morning at
7:22 Lincoln died.

FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS
MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1861
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Fellow-Citizens of the United States:
IN compliance with a custom as old as the Government
* PERDANA
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6 | WORLD FAMOUS GREAT SPEECHES

itself, I appear before you to address you briefly and to take in
your presence the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the
United States to be taken by the President “before he enters on
the execution of this office.”

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to discuss
those matters of administration about which there is no special
anxiety or excitement. .

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the
Southern States that by the accession of a Republican
Administration their property and their peace and personal
security are to be endangered. There has never been any

“reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the most ample
evidence to the contrary has all the while existed and been open
to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the published speeches
of him who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of
those speeches when I declare that—

I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with
the institution of slavery in the States where it exists. I believe
I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do
sO. .

Those who nominated and elected me did so with full
knowledge that I had made this and many similar declarations
and had never recanted them; and more than this, they placed
in the platform for my acceptance, and as a law to themselves
and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution which I now read:

Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of
the States, and especially the right of each State to order and
control its own domestic institutions according to its own
judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of power on
which the perfection and endurance of our political fabric
depend; and we denounce the lawless invasion by armed force
of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter what pretext, as
among the gravest of crimes. -

I now reiterate these sentiments, and in doing so I only
press upon the public attention the most conclusive evidence of
which the case is susceptible that the property; peace, and security

~of no section are to be in any wise endangered by the noWiih
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN | 7

incoming Administration. I add, too, that all the protection
which, consistently with the Constitution and the laws, can be
given will be cheerfully given to all the States when lawfully
demanded, for whatever cause — as cheerfully to one section
as to another. : a

There is much controversy about the delivering up of
fugitives from service or labor. The clause I now read is as
plainly written in the Constitution as any other of its provisions:

~ No person held to service or labor in one State, under the
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall in consequence of any
law or regulation therein be discharged from such service or
labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
such service or labor may be due. '

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was intended
by those who made it for the reclaiming of what we call fugitive
slaves; and the intention of the lawgiver is the law. All members
of Congress swear their support to the whole Constitution —
to this provision as much as to any other. To the proposition,
then, that slaves whose cases come within the terms of this clause
“shall be delivered up” their oaths are unanimous. Now, if they
would make the effort in good temper, could they not with
nearly equal unanimity frame and pass a law by means of which
to keep good that unanimous oath? 7 There is some difference
of opinion whether this clause should be enforced by national
or by State authority, but surely that difference is not a very
material one. If the slave is to be surrendered, it can be of but
little consequence to him or to others by which authority it is
done. And should anyone in any case be content that his oath
shall go unkept on a merely unsubstantial controversy as to how
it shall be kept?

Again: In any law upon this subject ought not all the
safeguards of liberty known in- civilized .and humane
jurisprudence to be introduced, so that a free man be not in any
case surrendered as a slave? And might it not be well at the
same time to provide by law for the enforcement of that clause
in the Constitution which guarantees that “the citizens of each
State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens

LEADERSHIP
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8 | WORLD FAMOUS GREAT SPEECHES

in the several States™

I take the official oath to-day with no mental reservations
and with no purpose to construe the Constitution or laws by
any hypercritical rules; and while I do not choose now to specify
particular acts of Congress as proper to be enforced, I do suggest
that it will be much safer for all, both in official and private
stations, to conform to and abide by all those acts which stand
unrepealed than to violate any of them trusting to find impunity
in having them held to be unconstitutional,

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration of a
President under our National Constitution, During that period
fifteen different and greatly distinguished citizens have in
succession administered the executive branch of the
Government. They have conducted it through many perils, and
generally with great success. Yet, with all this scope of precedent, -
I now enter upon the same task for the brief constitutional term
of four years under great and peculiar difficulty. A disruption of
the Federal Union, heretofore only menaced, is now formidably
attempted.

I hold that in contemplation of universal law and of the ,
Constitution the Union of these States is perpetual. Perpetuity
is implied, if not expressed, in the fundamental law of all national
governments. It is safe to assert that no government proper
ever had a provision in its organic law for its own termination.
Continue to execute all the express provisions of our National
Constitution, and the Union will endure forever, it being
impossible to destroy it except by some action not provided for
in the instrument itself, '

Again: If the United States be not a government proper,
but an association of States in the nature of contract merely;
can it, as a contract, be peaceably unmade by less than all the
parties who made it? One party to a contract may violate it —
break it, so to speak — but does it not require all to lawfully
rescind it?

Descending from these general principles, we find the
proposition that in legal contemplation the Union is perpetual
confirmed by the history of the Union itself, The Union is much

PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YA Y A




	0001.bmp
	0002.bmp
	0003.bmp
	0004.bmp
	0005.bmp
	0006.bmp
	0007.bmp
	0008.bmp
	0009.bmp
	0010.bmp
	0011.bmp
	0012.bmp
	0013.bmp
	0014.bmp
	0015.bmp
	0016.bmp
	0017.bmp
	0018.bmp
	0019.bmp
	0020.bmp
	0021.bmp
	0022.bmp
	0023.bmp
	0024.bmp
	0025.bmp
	0026.bmp
	0027.bmp
	0028.bmp
	0029.bmp
	0030.bmp
	0031.bmp
	0032.bmp
	0033.bmp
	0034.bmp
	0035.bmp
	0036.bmp
	0037.bmp
	0038.bmp
	0039.bmp
	0040.bmp
	0041.bmp
	0042.bmp
	0043.bmp
	0044.bmp
	0045.bmp
	0046.bmp
	0047.bmp
	0048.bmp
	0049.bmp
	0050.bmp
	0051.bmp
	0052.bmp
	0053.bmp
	0054.bmp
	0055.bmp
	0056.bmp
	0057.bmp
	0058.bmp
	0059.bmp
	0060.bmp
	0061.bmp
	0062.bmp
	0063.bmp
	0064.bmp
	0065.bmp
	0066.bmp
	0067.bmp
	0068.bmp
	0069.bmp
	0070.bmp
	0071.bmp
	0072.bmp
	0073.bmp
	0074.bmp
	0075.bmp
	0076.bmp
	0077.bmp
	0078.bmp
	0079.bmp
	0080.bmp
	0081.bmp
	0082.bmp
	0083.bmp
	0084.bmp
	0085.bmp
	0086.bmp
	0087.bmp
	0088.bmp
	0089.bmp
	0090.bmp
	0091.bmp
	0092.bmp
	0093.bmp
	0094.bmp
	0095.bmp
	0096.bmp
	0097.bmp
	0098.bmp
	0099.bmp
	0100.bmp
	0101.bmp
	0102.bmp
	0103.bmp
	0104.bmp
	0105.bmp
	0106.bmp
	0107.bmp
	0108.bmp
	0109.bmp
	0110.bmp
	0111.bmp
	0112.bmp
	0113.bmp
	0114.bmp
	0115.bmp
	0116.bmp
	0117.bmp
	0118.bmp
	0119.bmp
	0120.bmp
	0121.bmp
	0122.bmp
	0123.bmp
	0124.bmp
	0125.bmp
	0126.bmp
	0127.bmp
	0128.bmp
	0129.bmp
	0130.bmp
	0131.bmp
	0132.bmp
	0133.bmp
	0134.bmp
	0135.bmp
	0136.bmp
	0137.bmp
	0138.bmp
	0139.bmp
	0140.bmp
	0141.bmp
	0142.bmp
	0143.bmp
	0144.bmp
	0145.bmp
	0146.bmp
	0147.bmp
	0148.bmp
	0149.bmp
	0150.bmp
	0151.bmp
	0152.bmp
	0153.bmp
	0154.bmp
	0155.bmp
	0156.bmp
	0157.bmp
	0158.bmp
	0159.bmp
	0160.bmp
	0161.bmp
	0162.bmp
	0163.bmp
	0164.bmp
	0165.bmp
	0166.bmp
	0167.bmp
	0168.bmp
	0169.bmp
	0170.bmp
	0171.bmp
	0172.bmp
	0173.bmp
	0174.bmp
	0175.bmp
	0176.bmp
	0177.bmp
	0178.bmp
	0179.bmp
	0180.bmp
	0181.bmp
	0182.bmp
	0183.bmp
	0184.bmp
	0185.bmp
	0186.bmp
	0187.bmp
	0188.bmp
	0189.bmp
	0190.bmp
	0191.bmp
	0192.bmp
	0193.bmp
	0194.bmp
	0195.bmp
	0196.bmp
	0197.bmp
	0198.bmp
	0199.bmp
	0200.bmp
	0201.bmp
	0202.bmp
	0203.bmp
	0204.bmp
	0205.bmp
	0206.bmp
	0207.bmp
	0208.bmp
	0209.bmp
	0210.bmp
	0211.bmp
	0212.bmp
	0213.bmp
	0214.bmp
	0215.bmp
	0216.bmp
	0217.bmp
	0218.bmp
	0219.bmp
	0220.bmp
	0221.bmp
	0222.bmp
	0223.bmp
	0224.bmp
	0225.bmp
	0226.bmp
	0227.bmp
	0228.bmp
	0229.bmp
	0230.bmp
	0231.bmp
	0232.bmp
	0233.bmp
	0234.bmp
	0235.bmp
	0236.bmp
	0237.bmp
	0238.bmp
	0239.bmp
	0240.bmp
	0241.bmp
	0242.bmp
	0243.bmp
	0244.bmp
	0245.bmp
	0246.bmp
	0247.bmp
	0248.bmp
	0249.bmp
	0250.bmp
	0251.bmp
	0252.bmp
	0253.bmp
	0254.bmp
	0255.bmp
	0256.bmp
	0257.bmp
	0258.bmp
	0259.bmp
	0260.bmp



