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The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) was established as an autonomous
organszanon 1n 1968 It 15 a regronal centre dedscated 1o the study of socio-pol ucal,
mntyandmmnnutdsanddcvdopmmum&udmﬂbumdmmdd
and economc environment. The Insututes rescarch programmes are the
Regonal Economsc Scudses (RES includ ng ASEAN and APEC), Regional Strategic
and Polincal Scudies (RSPS), and Regional Social and Cultural Scudses (RSCS)
ISEAS Publishing, an established academic press, has issued more than 2,00
books and journals. Ik 1s the largest scholarly publisher of research about Southezst
Asta from within the region. ISEAS Publishing works with many other acadesic
and trade publishers and distributors to dissemunate important research and anaiys=s
from and about Southeast Asia to the rest of the world.
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PREFACE

On 10 July 2008, the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) and
Chinese Heritage Centre (CHC) jointly organized an international seminar
on the Chinese in Malaysia. It was the second one in the series on “Ethnic
Chinese Communities in Southeast Asia”.

The first joint seminar was held in 2007 on “The Ethnic Chinese in
Indonesia in the Era of Globalization”. In this second seminar, we chose the
topic, Malaysian Chinese, as there had been new developments in Malaysia,
especially after the momentous outcome of the March 2608 gcncnl clection,
when the ruhng coalition lost its two thirds parliamentary ma;onty for the
first time since Malaysia arrained Independence. This seminar, therefore,
was topical and timely. We invited leading scholars on Malaysia to discuss
“Malaysian Chinese: Recent Developments and Prospects™. We sclected most
of the papers from the seminar and put them together as a book so that they
can reach a wider audience. We would like to take this opportunity to express
our sincere thanks to the writers for their kind cooperation in revising their
papers for publication.

Lee Hock Guan, ISEAS
Leo Suryadinata, CHC
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