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Foreword

Demography is both destiny and social structure. Understanding
the patterns and dynamics of population reveals key directions of
social change and describes the way a society is organized. This
is demonstrated amply by Professor Saw Swee-Hock's magisterial
The Population of Malaysia.

First published in 2007, Professor Saw's account has proven
an indispensable resource to policy makers and social scientists
alike. It is crucial for understanding modern Malaysia, but also
to bringing Malaysia effectively into comparative analyses. This
last is all the more important because Malaysia is an increasingly
prominent country in Southeast Asia and on the global stage. Indeed,
one might suggest more broadly that the demography and social
science of Southeast Asia has become more globally significant as
the region develops and increases its global economic participation
and leadership, and as it integrates in pursuit of both security and
prosperity.

Moreover, Malaysian population dynamics are not simply a local
example of general global trends. Malaysia has very specific population
patterns that add distinctive purchase to comparative accounts.
Its blend of internal and external migration, for example, and the
relationship of this to ethnic and religious identities, labour force and
economic growth, and national integration shed light on global issues
but also help to give the country its own identity — and to some
extent issues to address.

As Professor Saw shows, Malaysian population patterns ar
result both of planning — including explicit population polici
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