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FOREWORD

It was at Baomo Garden of Panyu District, China, in 2005, that | first met Datuk Hon Choon Kim. | was there to photograph.lotus
flowers, and had the opportunity to get to know Datuk Hon, the then Deputy Education Minister of Malaysia. Although a person of
importance, he remains a humble gentleman. It was good to meet another Malaysian in a foreign country, and since then we have
become good friends.

It is quite rare to see an art-loving politician like Datuk Hon. When he is not busy doing his work, he does photography and indeed he
is an enthusiastic photographer who is frequently invited to launch major photography exhibitions organized by the Photographic
Society of Malaysia.

In 2013, he published his book of photographs, Searching for Light. In the past five years, he travelled numerous times to Penan
villages in Long Seridan, Sarawak, and took thousands of photographs that captured the culture and customs of the Penan people.
These photographs are now published in this The Penan — Through The Lens.

Datuk Hon has skillfully captured the simple life of the Penan people, particularly their gentleness. These photos were taken without
any special pre-arrangements; they are just simple, basic photos yet they reveal the inner feelings of Datuk Hon.

It is hard for city-dwellers like us to understand the struggles of the Penan who have lived in the rainforests for generations. They once
enjoyed a vast natural paradise, but now the rainforests are disappearing because of logging activities. One cannot help but think of
the Academy-winning movie, Avatar especially the scenes where the humans destroyed the beautiful extraterrestrial forests.

Datuk Hon has been a photographer for more than a decade. | sincerely hope he will continaie his journey with his camera, capturing
stories of aboriginal peoples, and bringing to light their lives, cultures and struggles that they have to face in the modern era.

It is an honour to write this foreword for Datuk Hon’s The Penan — Through The Lens.

Mr Harry Woo
President of The Photographic Society of Malaysia
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