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fAbdulJaib Mahmud™— 50 ears in'the News is about the politica achievements’of;
sthe Chief Minister of Sarawak — Pehin Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud. Alawyeriby
trammgé aib was a founder member of the Federation of Malaysia,in}]963%ris
.from,the.ranks to become one of Nation’s leading politicians g ’

963 Pehin Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud was ‘one of first,six pioneer
a?s to be sworn in as State cabinet ministers. Abdul Taib Mah‘“ﬁa seryed
] Pﬁ?;_severall,&portfolios in the State for four years before winning the Samarahan
EParliamentary constituency in 1967. A year later at the age of 32 Taib was appointed:
s}?‘ss'fstani Minister of Commerce and Industry in the Federal cabinet,underiBapa
alaysiagTunku Abdul Rahman. SR
16 i ¥
In"the"initial four years he was in the Federal’ Cabinet*Taib’became’Assistant
Minister in the Prime Minister's department, Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister;s
Department, Deputy Minister of Works, Posts and Telecommunications before being
appointed as a full Minister in charge of Natural Resources on Januaryi1%1 972%
% i me.
Under Malaysia's second Prime Minister Tun Abdul Razak Hussein,' Taib Was given]
he opportunity to wear many hats — also as Acting Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sport, Minister of Primary Industries, Minister of General Planning and Socid
Economic Research and Minister of Information and Special Functions and acting
Ministen;pf Labour and Manpower. Within a period of seven years,Taib_had.served in
10 Ministries. o y

w5+ Between 1976 and 1980 and under the guidance of Prime Minister T niHussein;
¢ Onn, Taib was given three more portfolios — as Minister of Primary Industries
Minister of Defence and Minister of Federal Territory — before it was time for; him t
move to greener pastures. 4

g :
On March 26, 1981, Abdul Taib Mahmud was appointed as Sarawak’s fourth Chie
Minister and over the last 32 years has been at the helm of the government®
Sarawak has since then flourished under his leadership making the State a role’
model for Malaysians. In the recent May 5, 2013 General Election Sarawak Barisan
Nasional under Taib performed exceptionally well. '

I would like to congratulate Pehin Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud for bringing Sarawak

closer to the 2020 Vision and to his leadership for over half a decade — which has
seen Sarawak achieve greater success and development.

¢

o
—

DATO’ SRI MOHD NAJIB
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INTRODUCTION

O n August 31, 1957, Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman
proudly announced to the world that Malaya had become an
independent nation.

Far across the seas in Australia, 21-year-old Abdul Taib Mahmud,
a first year law student, received the news with mixed feelings.

“Would Sarawak be bold enough and follow in Malaya’s
footsteps?” he asked himself. However, for the moment, he had to
be focused on the most important task at hand - to pass his law
examinations.

Little did Taib realise that Tunku had already made plans to
accommodate the neighbouring British colonies of Singapore,
Sarawak and Sabah and the British protectorate of Brunei. If the
four entities could unite with Malaya into a federation, it would be
a dream comes true.

As the young aspiring lawyer continued with his studies and set about
to complete what he had gone to a foreign country to do - to qualify
asalawyer - there was to be much water under the bridge, as the architect
of Malaysia and Malaya’s first Prime Minister went about laying the
foundation of Malaysia.

During the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ meeting in London
in February 1961, Tunku Abdul Rahman brought up the subject
of a Federation of Malaysian states. Even though British Prime
Minister Harold MacMillan was non-committal, he told Tunku that
if this were to happen, the Borneo states must be willing partners
and “advised Tunku against giving the impression that Malaya wished
to force the Borneo states to join them.” (Tunku, 1987)

At that stage, a handful of political parties had been born in Sarawak
and their leaders- even though opposed to the idea of Malaysia because
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they did not want to be under the control of Malaya - believed that
the Borneo states should first unite and form their own federation.
Yet Tunku did not give up hope and pushed for unity of the Malayan
and Borneon states.

EARLY POLITICAL STRUGGLE

On May 16, 1946, the Council Negri voted in favour of the cession
of Sarawak to Great Britain. The seed of political awareness had been
sown. Ayear later, the Sarawak Youth Front or Barisan Pemuda Sarawak
(BPS) -a predominantly native movement - was formed to champion
the cause of the “Bumiputeras” of the land. However, an anti-cession
group called “Rukun Tigabelas” (Thirteen Principles), in their struggle
for independence, resorted to violence, leading to the assassination of
Sarawak Governor Duncan Stewart on December 4, 1949. Following
this, the predominantly Malay-Melanau-based BPS adopted a gentler
approach in seeking the help of their Muslim counterparts from Malaya
to champion their cause.

Despite this, it was the Kuching-based Sarawak United People’s
Party (SUPP) that took the lead when, on June 16, 1959, it was
registered as the first political party in the state. This triggered off
a rush to register parties along regional lines. Within two years, five
parties were formed, starting with Parti Negara Sarawak (PANAS),
which was registered on April 9, 1960 and led by Datuk Bandar Abang
Mustapha, to represent the Kuching Malays.

Avyear later, a group of Saratok-based Ibans formed the Sarawak
National Party (SNAP) on April 10, 1961. Eight months later, on
December 29, 1961, the Rajang Basin’s Barisan Rakyat Jati Sarawak
(BARJASA), headed by local leader Datuk Tuanku Bujang Tuanku
Osman, came into existence. P2

One of the last pre-Malaysia parties to be formed was the Sarawak
Chinese Association (SCA), led by Sibu-based Chinese Foochow tycoon
Datuk Ling Beng Siew. Not to be left out, a group of Iban “aristocrats”
led by the paramount chief, Temenggong Jugah anak Barieng from Kapit,
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formed the Parti Pesaka (PESAKA) on August 15, 1962.

Even though the SUPP was multi-racial, the majority of its
members were Chinese. Though it had a strong Iban and Bidayuh
following, it soon became obvious that SUPP was moving along
different lines. Many of its members were sympathisers of the
Clandestine Communist Organisation (CCO), which had never been
on good terms with the majority of the Ibans. In fact, between 1948
and the late 1950s, the Ibans had been recruited as trackers during
the period of the anti-communist Emergency in Malaya. Given the
historical socio-economic imbalance between the two races and,
prompted by some leaders with vested interests, it became apparent
that the two groups were on a collision course.

SUPP, in particular, felt cornered and thought they had become
pawns in the power struggle and a victim of the colonial “divide
and rule” policy. Right from the start, they were suspicious of the
British administration that seemed determined to “coerce” Sarawak
into forming a federation with the states in Malaya.

SUPP had also been infiltrated by staunch communists Wen Ming
Chyuan and Bong Kee Chok, to name a few, who began to organise
cells in SUPP, the Chinese schools and trade unions. They worked
closely with the neighbouring Partai Komunis Indonesia (PKI). This
situation eventually led to a protracted war in Sarawak, from the
early 1960s to the late 1980s, between the security forces and the
communists, resulting in hundreds of casualties and millions of
dollars in destruction. An SUPP Chairman, the late Stephen Yong
Kuet Tze said in his memoirs, “A Life Twice Lived”:

“The violent approach was not in keeping with the SUPP’s dedication
to achieve changes through a constitutional struggle and the practice of
parliamentary democracy. In my opinion, the issues that led to the
Insurgency were political and social in nature and therefore the military
actions unleashed on Sarawak were both inappropriate and
unnecessary.”
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ANNOUNCEMENT IN SINGAPORE

On May 27, 1961, Tunku made an important announcement
at the Foreign Correspondents Association luncheon in Singapore.
He said:

“Malaya today, realizes that she cannot stand alone, in isolation.
Sooner or later, she should have an understanding with Britain and
the people of the territories of Singapore, North Borneo, Sarawak
and Brunei. It is premature for me to say how this closer
understanding can be brought about but it is inevitable that we
should look ahead to this objective and think of a plan whereby
these territories can be brought together in political and economic
co-operation.”

It was a turning point in Sarawak’s history.

Tunku had chosen the right place to make the announcement.
Itwas also well timed as the communists were making headway in South
East Asia and had already taken root in Borneo, mainly in Kalimantan
and Sarawak.

Long before the “Malaysia concept” took root, Tunku had already
made overtures about his intentions in Brunei and Sarawak. Several
flying visits to the region gave much optimism to the Prime Minister
who had begun to enjoy the taste of freedom since Malaya’s
independence on August 31, 1957. Tunku had heard that Sarawak
had a high rate ofilliteracy and if this was not checked it was a matter
of time before the state fell into communist hands. If the remarks
of Lord Selkirk (the British Commissioner-General of South East
Asia) were anything to go by, then Sarawak’s natives were doomed
to remain as “headhunters”. This kind of statement not only riled
many Sarawak leaders who were already anti-colonial, but also
aroused the feeling of nationalism in Malayans such as the young
Ghazali Shafie.

While accompanying the Malayan Yang DiPertuan Agong on
a state visit to Brunei in July 1961, Tunku and his trusted UMNO
colleague and friend, Ghazali Shafie, the Permanent Secretary of
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the Ministry of External Affairs, were politely told that the Sultanate
was notready to enter into a federation as yet. By then he had already
set his “Greater Malaysia Plan” in motion.

Undeterred by the Sultan, Tunku stopped over in Sibu, which
was considered the hub of Sarawak’s political struggle and spent
two days meeting and conferring with local political leaders as well
as members from the influential Barisan Pemuda Sarawak (BPS),
led by Sarawak’s first Bumiputera graduate and educationist, Ahmad
Zaidi Adruce bin Muhammed Noor.

GREATER MALAYSIA PLAN

After the Sibu visit, Tunku stopped over in Kuching and told
the press that he had already sent a memorandum of his “Greater
Malaysia Plan” to London and revealed that the proposed name
of the federation would be revealed later.

The compassionate Tunku said that the Borneo territories were in
dire need of financial assistance and that if they entered into the federation
they would enjoy “absolute equality”. He argued that there was no need
for a federation of Borneo territories as advocated by Donald Stephens
of North Borneo (Sabah).

The Prime Minister also expressed his fears that the communists,
who were gaining ground in the region, were opposed to the federation
for obvious reasons. His estimate was that at least $5.2 billion had to
be spent on a five-year development plan for Borneo’s British
Commonwealth states.

“When I say federation with the Borneo Territories, | mean that they
should be the same as the other states of Malaya. We have 11 states that
form the Federation of Malaya and if the Borneo Territories (Sarawak, Brunei
and North Borneo) decide to come in, there will be 14 - all enjoying
absolute equality, one with the other,” Tunku said.
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CALL FOR SUPPORT

On October 15, 1961, Tunku told the House of Representatives
in Kuala Lumpur it was not true that Malaya wanted to colonise
the Borneo Territories. He said:

“To say that the people there (Borneo) are not ready is wrong.
After all, Penang and Malacca were British colonies a little while
ago. When they joined the independent Federation of Malaya they
became independent. If this can happen here, why not Borneo?”

Supporting the move to form Malaysia, Singapore’s Lee Kuan
Yew said in a broadcast in Kuching that if the Borneo Territories
joined the federation their legitimate interests would be protected.

“We in Singapore and Malaya have had the advantage of better and
higher educational facilities. We have more local graduates and
professional men. We have become more sophisticated and
competitive.

“If there were no safeguards, you may perhaps find competition
with the city people of Singapore and the Federation of Malaya harder
and more exacting.

“But that is what we are here to talk about, to find out how your
legitimate interests can be protected, how you can have control over
your own local destiny in the Borneo Territories after merger in
the Federation of Malaysia,” he said.

THE COBBOLD COMMISSION

During the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA)
conference in July 1961, it was decided that a Malaysia Solidarity
Consultative Committee (MSCC) be formed following the suggestion
by Donald Stephens of North Borneo and Yeo Cheng Hoe of
Sarawak. Four meetings were held before a commission was
established in early 1962 to give the official sanction for Sarawak
and North Borneo to become part of the federation.

A five-man Commission of Enquiryled by Lord Cobbold, a former
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Governor of the Bank of England, arrived in Kuching to ascertain
the views of the people of Sarawak and North Borneo on February
19, 1962. Apart from Lord Cobbold, the other members were Ghazali
Shafie (later Tan Sri), a former chief minister of Penang, Wong Pow
Nee, a former chief secretary of the Federation of Malaya, Sir David
Watherston and a former Governor of Sarawak, Sir Anthony Abell.

After the completion of the Cobbold Commission report in April
1962, the way to independence was paved - the Report was signed
and sealed on June 21, 1962. A month later, Tunku and MacMillan
announced the formation of an Inter-Governmental Committee
(IGC) comprising representatives from Britain, Malaya, Sarawak and
North Borneo. Among other things, the IGC’s role was to study a
variety of subjects - ranging from the State constitutions, delegation
of Federal powers to the state, the judiciary, religion, citizenship,
immigration, education, the position of the natives, languages and
representation in the Federal parliament.

Lord Landsdowne was nominated as chairman while Malaya’s
deputy premier Dato Abdul Razak Hussein was appointed his deputy.
Sarawak’s IGC delegation headed by the Sarawak Chief Secretary,
E.D. Jakeway comprised six local members - Datuk Bandar Abang
Haji Mustapha, Temenggong Jugah, Pengarah Montegrai, Chia Chin
Shin, Ling Beng Siew and Ong Kee Hui.

ANTI-MALAYSIA CAMPAIGN

While most of the Bumiputera parties - BARJASA, PANAS and
SNAP - generally supported the federation concept, individual
branches of the SUPP launched a state-wide anti-Malaysia signature
campaign. When the Cobbold Commission arrived in Kuching on
March 9, 1962, “loud and strong protests” against the Malaysia plan
were voiced by the leaders of the SUPP rally at their headquarters.

“An estimated crowd of 7,000 Chinese with a few Malays, Ibans
and Bidayuhs were present. Banners and placards all bearing expressions
of protest against the Malaysia Plan were displayed within the
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compound of the headquarters.” (A compilation of speeches on the
Formation of Malaysia, 1991, 73). Some members said that anyone
who agreed to the plan was a traitor because Malaya intended to
“swallow up Sarawak.”

The people of Sarawak were divided. For example, the Miri
district council opposed the Malaysia plan while Sibu councillors
were for it. In Mukah, the Chinese opposed the formation of Malaysia
while the Melanaus, the fifth largest community in the State (45,000
then), were in favour.

Representatives from Kampung Nangka, Banyok and Telok
Bango in Sibu were among the first to support the plan together
with Melanaus from Mukah and Binatang (now Bintangor). One
of their Sibu leaders, a headman, “Tua Kampung” Abang Louise
Barieng - later to be appointed Governor of Sarawak - was elected
to present an 11-point memorandum to the Cobbold Commission.

The memorandum read:

“We are mostly a backward type of people engaged in fishing and
farming and most of our people depend on the sago industry. Nearly one
third are Christians and the rest Pagans.

“As our people are not educated there is no point in listening to our
rank and file. The only people who can speak for the Melanaus as a
community are the tua kampungs.”

The memorandum added among other things that because most
Melanau children were illiterate, they asked for special concessions
for their children to enter the government service.

One of the strongest rural supporters of the Malaysia concept
was the people of Betong. Led by Betong District Council chairman
Pengarah Montegrai together with a deputation of the Malay Tua
Kampung Abang Karim bin Abang Hassan and Kapitan China Yong
Shaw Neng, they submitted their resolution to the Commission.
Other Iban leaders in the Simanggang (Sri Aman) area such as
Penghulu Storey anak Ngumbang, Penghulu Rengga of Undup,
Edwin Tangkun of Batang Lupar supported the concept but feared
for the community which was small.

Later, Betong-based Sarawak National Party chairman (SNAP)
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J.S. Tinker also issued a statement hailing the Cobbold Commission
as an “unbiased masterpiece of views”.

In the Ulu Lingga area, the Ibans who supported the scheme wanted
the supreme head of Sarawak to be called “Rajah”. Among the
Limbang supporters were councillors Habibullah bin Majid, Gawan
anak Jangga, Ahim bin Burut and James Wong Kim Min, who would
become Sarawak’s first deputy chief minister.

TUN RAZAK’S ASSURANCE

In August 1962, Malaya’s deputy Prime Minister Tun Abdul Razak
bin Hussein gave his assurance that the Federation of Malaysia would
bring good fortune to Sarawak. In a broadcast made in Kuching
Razak said that with the formation of Malaysia, Sarawakians would
be guaranteed democracy and equal rights and have complete
freedom of worship. He said that there would be greater
development in both the urban and rural areas.

In November 1962, Tunku visited Sarawak. After visiting Jesselton
(Kota Kinabalu), he flew into Miri to an anti-Malaysia demonstration while
inspecting a police guard of honour. Despite shouts of anti-Malaysia
slogans, Tunku waved at the demonstrators and even walked to the
crowd to shake hands with the residents who had gathered for the
campaign.

TUNKU’S TOUR OF SARAWAK

His next stop was Kuching airport where Tunku was received
by Governor Sir Alexander Waddell and members of the Sarawak
supreme council - Tuan Mufti, Haji Yusuf bin Abdul Rahman Shebli,
Canon (later Bishop) Howes, the acting Provost of the Anglican
Diocese, the Catholic Vicar Delegate Reverend Father Harry van
Erp and representatives from five political parties which formed the
Sarawak United Front. Tunku also inspected a 50-man Guard of
Honour mounted by the jungle-green clad Field Force and inspected
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the ceremonially dressed Sarawak Constabulary band.

Also greeting him were Malay womenfolk dressed in white
selendang and waving paper flags shouting “Merdeka” and “Hidup
Malaysia” and Tunku met them personally. As Tunku emerged from
the airport, a group of about 3,000 anti-Malaysia Chinese jeered
at the entourage as riot police stood guard.

Together with Waddell, they headed for Pengkalan Batu where
another pro-Malaysia crowd awaited Tunku. Entering the Governor’s
barge they headed across the Sarawak River for the Astana - Tunku’s
temporary residence during his stay in Kuching.

Before leaving, Tunku told a press conference that the majority
of the natives of Sarawak supported Malaysia. He said he was satisfied
that he had “cleared the doubts and fears” of those who doubted
his sincerity in wanting to alleviate the standard of living of the people
of Sarawak.

He told Radio Sarawak:

“I have no doubt that the sons of the soil (Bumiputeras) welcome
the prospect of Malaysia. The Malaysia which we have in mind is
one which will make this country free from the rule of the British
and become independent and a partner with the 11 states of Malaya
and Singapore.

“The new Malaysia will become a new nation - sovereign and
independent - and we will have one Constitution to replace the old
Constitution.

“The new Constitution will guarantee the rights - human rights
- for the people of this nation wherever they may be, whether in
Malaya or Borneo. This new Constitution will guarantee the freedom
of worship, freedom of speech and expression, freedom of
movement and the freedom of assembly.

“This Constitution will provide for the special rights of the states
in Borneo - rights in respect of land, immigration and rights to
administer the country and other rights which you now enjoy. This
Constitution, too, guarantees parliamentary democracy, which means
in parliament the peoples of these territories will be represented.”
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ADOPTION OF THE IGC REPORT

The 14-point IGC report was completed and adopted on March
8, 1963 by the Sarawak Council Negeri. The Secretary-General of
the Sarawak Alliance, Dato Stephen Kalong Ningkan fully endorsed
the report saying that the Sarawak government was happy with the
“generous terms of safeguards” for the state.

Ong Kee Hui, whose SUPP strongly opposed the Malaysia Plan,
spoke in support of the motion and said the council meeting was
a historic one because it would decide the future of the people of
Sarawak.

He said:

“My approach to Malaysia has always been a constructive one.
For that reason, together with some members of this House, I
attended the meetings of the Malaysia Solidarity Consultative
Committee.

“In doing so, if I may say so, like my Honourable friends, we
have been criticised. We have even been said to have signed away
Sarawak for large sums of money. The fact that today this House
has before it this motion, which is moved by the Attorney General,
is, I think, indicative that we have done no such thing.”



uthor James Ritchie in Abdul Tuib Mahmud: 50 Years in the News
Ameticulously chronicles, through countless newspaper and magazine
reports, interviews, speeches and messages, the development and progress
of a young Australian-trained Melanau lawyer from an idealistic young
man to politician and eventually, Chief Minister of the state of Sarawak.

The book offers insights into the many facets, both public and
private, of one of Malaysia’s longest serving politicians - he has served
under five Malaysian Prime Ministers, beginning with the country’s
Father of Independence, Tunku Abdul Rahman al-Haj - and brings to
the fore, the man’s many achievements, the challenges he faced, the
dark moments and frustrations as well as his vision for the land of his
birth and for the nation.

Abdul Taib Mahmud: 50 Years in the News faithfully traces the long and
arduous journey taken by a man of vision, ideals and committment to
transform his home state of Sarawak from an economic backwater into
one of the most developed states in the country with his “Politics of
Development”.

?6[(’ Hnthor

Born on June 26, 1950, James Ritchie has been a
Jjournalist for 40 years. After working as a reporter for
the NST for 25 years, he left to join the Chief Minister’s
Department as a Consultant Public Relations Officer.
He has also served as a Media Consultant with the
Borneo Post and See Hua Group. He was Editorial Adviser
of the Eastern Times in 2006 and is now Executive
Director of The Sarawak Tribune. Ritchie is the author
of 28 books on various Sarawak subjects and issues.
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