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@kEF A SPECIAL TRIBUTE

YAB TUN DR. MAHATHIR MOHAMAD
Founder of MJII'T

Every successful project began with a vision. In our story, this one-of-a-kind vision
was unveiled by Tun Dr. Mahathir himself, as part of Malaysia’s unique Look East Policy blueprint.
From a dream and vision, MJIIT now stands as an iconic higher education touchstone

delivering Japanese oriented engineering education in the region.




@RE¥ A SPECIAL TRIBUTE

H.E. AMBASSADOR MASAHIKO HORIE
The ‘Father’ of MJIIT

A father’s role is to unpretentiously nurture and provide the best of upbringing for his children. Our story involves an
extraordinary role played by H.E. Ambassador Masahiko Horie beginning from day one of the setting up of MJIIT.
MJIIT is always in his mind. Ambassador Masahiko Horie never ceases to contribute to the higher

Even till today,
education agenda of Malaysia and Japan, in any way he can.
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and sincere greetings to all.

It is with great pleasure that I share this special note with you in embracing the
journey of a unique two-nations project, the Malaysia-Japan International Institute
of Technology (MJIIT) of Universiti Teknologi Malaysia. This publication marks the
10th anniversary of MJIIT UTM and shares with readers the story of MJII'T’s humble
beginnings, challenging times, and celebration of its significant achievements. Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia acknowledges MJIIT as a distinctive global brand under Malaysia’s
Look East Policy blueprint, fulfilling the nation’s higher education agenda through
talent development in research and education. As a bridge between two countries,
MJIIT strives to maintain its excellent track record in advanced technology research,
publication, and commercialisation efforts, while upholding harmony and balance.

More challenging times are expected in the near future, as the world grapples with
sustainability issues, for instance, and this is where MJIIT should direct its resources
by providing efficient and reliable solutions to address the nation’s (and the world’s)
problems. With an added advantage of a vast network of Japanese counterparts, MJIIT
will need to play a more outstanding role in assisting Malaysians in their daily routines.

I am happy to witness this happening in MJIIT and to see such efforts put forth by
the entire MJIIT staff and students throughout the years. I believe that MJIIT will be
crafting more unique stories in the next ten years and will remain a significant project
for both Malaysia and Japan in the long run.

Congratulations MJIIT!

PROFESSOR DATUK Ir. Ts. Dr. AHMAD FAUZI ISMAIL
Vice-Chancellor,
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
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Konnichiwa, it is truly an honor to be expressing a few words in this awaited publication.
I am glad that the story of MJIIT UTM, from its very first idea more than twenty
years ago, to the involvement of various parties comprising two countries — from expert
government officials to the unique list of past Prime Ministers of Malaysia and Japan —
this book tells a special story of the making of Malaysia Japan International Institute of
Technology (MJIIT) Universiti Teknologi Malaysia and its ten years of achievements.

As a product of the Look East Policy agenda myself, I am proud to be associated
with MJIIT and championing its vision. This book marks the success of MJIIT’s past
leadership and teams and is hoped to charter its next leaders the path towards fulfilling
the aspirations of both Malaysia and Japan, to achieve higher education excellence. For
the past ten years, MJIIT has undergone a plethora of challenges, being a newly set up
establishment in the region. Nonetheless, these challenges were treated as gateways for
opportunities that would enhance professionalism, teamwork, harmony and efficiency.
Working together with the Japanese has its ups and downs, but overall, we have learnt a
lot and are still learning from the past steps that we made.

As a window binding both countries, MJIIT is seen as a platform where not only we
learn from the Japanese, but on the other hand, the Japanese learn from us too. In this

respect, the culture in MJIIT must be maintained so that learning is always two-ways
and that learning never stops. Lifelong learning is very much encouraged in MJIIT
and with the network of 30 Japanese University Consortium (JUC) members in Japan,
MJIIT is at an added advantage to promote lifelong learning in more innovative ways.

I hope you will enjoy this coffee table reading, and learn from our humble story. Thank
you.

PROFESSOR Ts. Dr. ALI SELAMAT
Dean,

Malaysia Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT) -~ 7
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia Kuala Lumpur
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PREFACE

As with the Malays, the Japanese are well known for their classic proverbs, or Z¥ $ ¥ (kotowaza). Among the
famous Japanese kotozawa is # O F D ¥ K% %25 (i no naka no kawazu taikai wo shirazu) which means;
“A frog in a well knows nothing of the sea.”

This famous Japanese saying means people see the world through their limited perspectives. They are quick to
judge and think highly of themselves.
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This book is about sharing with you how Malaysia-Japan International Institute of Technology (MJIIT) has
contributed in making Malaysians think about, and respect, the Japanese culture and more importantly to learn
and be reminded of the limited perspective and insights one has if one is not exposed to the knowledge and
wisdom of the rest of the world.

MIJIIT, being the first of such models in the world to gain the trust and empowerment from the Japanese
government to run both undergraduate and postgraduate engineering programmes, as well as niche researches
in Malaysia, has contributed to the Look East Policy (LEP) Malaysia and has since then paved the way to
many collaborations and partnerships (inclusive of the partnership of 30 Japanese Universities) and a multitude
of Japanese multinational companies.

The year 2021 marks MJII'T’s 10th year anniversary. While many have heard about MJII'T’s achievements in the
international arena, not many have understood to whom these achievements should be attributed, particularly
in the context of the founding of MJIIT as a national agenda of two nations itself. This book encapsulates a
20-year flashback, honouring the important individuals who have worked tirelessly for years to make MJIIT
happen and to benefit the thousands of young Malaysians aspiring to contribute back to the nation.

XV
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