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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

PENANG « MALAYSIA

This book is presented by

GEORGE TOWN FESTIVAL

George Town Festival is an annual festival held in Penang, Malaysia in
honour of George Town’s inscription as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
2008. Tanjong Life: The New Norm, a 96-page comic book illustrated by
Penang-born cartoonist Azmi Hussin, is the second publication of George
Town Festival. Follow the funny adventures of Joe G — Azmi’s buck-toothed,

true-blue Penangite character — as he explores the amusing and the not-so-

amusing sides of the new normal in Penang!






TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

ABOUT AZMI HUSSIN

Azmi Hussin is a Penang-born cartoonist best known for capturing the nostalgia of growing up and living in Penang
with his pen. Although he draws inspiration from his idol and mentor, the legendary Malaysian comic artist Datuk Lat,
Azmi continues to showcase the breadth of his talent - from comics to still-lifes and portraits — through the years. And
as new styles emerge, it becomes apparent that Azmi does not stray away from one common theme - his love for the
state. Keen to promote Penang’s cultural stories through his work, Azmi’s creations often highlight elements unique to
the state.

Azmi has made it into the Malaysia Book of Records for the most caricatures drawn in 24 hours (2017) and for the
longest coffee painting (2019). His sophomore book, The Little Mamak, which the National Book Council listed as one
of 50 “Malaysia Best Titles” represented Malaysia at the Frankfurt Book Fair in Germany. For his contributions in the
industry, he received the PeKOMIK Kembara Award by Persatuan Penggiat Komik (PeKOMIK) Malaysia (2018) and
was named Tokoh Kartunis Negeri Pulau Pinang (2021).



TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

INTRODUCTION

Penang-born cartoonist Azmi Hussin captures the pandemic stories of Penangites the way he knows best — through
comics! Tanjong Life: The New Norm follows the funny adventures of Joe G — Azmi's buck-toothed, true-blue Penangite
character - as he explores the amusing and the not-so-amusing sides of the new normal, highlighting everything
from getting caught up in the Dalgona coffee craze to getting his body temperature checked before riding a trishaw,
watching performing arts online and finding out what improperly disposed face masks can do. Sure, the pandemicis

tough on all of us, but Joe G has undoubtedly found hilarious ways to live life to the fullest in Penang’s new normal!
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

THE EMERGENCE
OF COVID-19

COVID-14 is one of the deadiiest pandemics in history, it rapidiyy Spread
all over the world and cavsed millions of deaths. The virvs reached
Madoujsia in late Janvary 2020. BY March 2020, the presence of
the virus was reporfed in some of the stafes in Madausia. including
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

MOVEMENT
CONTROL ORDER

0n Maxch lb, 2020, ovr prime minister announced fhat a Movement
control Order (M) Would be imposed nationwide oeginning March 1,
2020, This was the First fime Malaysians faced such a situation. The
MCO WaS Toked aoout everywhere - including n cof fee snops.
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

PANIC BUYING

People began 0 “panic by, Which resvifed in empty supermarker
shelves. even grocery ifems on the shelves seemed 10 prachise priysical

distancing,
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

QUIET STREETS

The busy Sfreefs of Penang wexe Suddenly deserted. The bustiing cify
became silent. | feit sorvy for the older frishaw pedadiers af Lebuh
Armenian. Due To the MO, they had no customers.
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

HOPING FOR BETTER TIMES

As state and COUm’Ylﬂ borders closed, Tovrist arfyactions no \0H@ZY hod
VISitors. | wondered winen Tourists covld snap & PV\OTO with the POPU\OLY
“‘Children on 6'\6‘40\@” street oxt, OL@OL\H.
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

" BUSINESSES AFFECTED

Many industries shot down, '\nclud'\n@ fourism and enteytainment.
ameul busingsses faced dif ficult circumstances. Many covidn't survive,
and chose 1o close down ’mmpomr'\lq.






TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

SUPERHEROES

our vead hevoes smppad vp! They fougv\f hard 10 save the Paople and
the counmg from the invisiole enemy, while we s’rouged home 1o
break the chain of infection, w% Pu’r thelr lives af visk T0 save our
nation.
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TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

THANKING
THE FRONTLINERS

Penan@'\ms boanded rogaw\ar o0 bounce bock From all this. Members
of the public and N&os took the infiative To delver meals 1o our
Frontliners To thank them for their hard work. %mnd'\n@ vnder the

hot sun 1S no 2asy fosk.






TANJONG LIFE: THE NEW NORM

BETTER
PERSONAL HYGIENE

Despite the chadlenges, good Things were happening. People Took their
safetyy seriovsiy and prachised better personat hygiene. Remember 1o
Wash wovr hands and feet before going) nside yovr hovse. Otherwise,
Wov'd get sprayed with water like Jog 6l
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