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With a name straight out of the Sejarah Melayu, or the Malay Annals, it is
not surprising that YHM Tunku Dato Iskandar Dzulkarnain bin Tunku Ismail
is dedicated to keeping the history, heritage and ‘histoires’ alive. In particular, the
essence and psyche of the people that make up the thousand year old Pahang polity.

YHM Tunku Dato’s education began at the Assunta Kindergarten, Kuantan in
1972 and St Thomas Primary School 1973. Even at this very young age, Tunku
was fascinated with history and read the renown historian Sejarawan Buyung
Adil's work, Sejarah Pahang from cover to COVeL. It was to spur a life-long
passion and dedicated research into history especially the history of his home
state, Pahang Darul Makmur.

After finishing college at Maktab Rendah Sains Mara, the young prince went on
to continue his studies at Geelong College, in Victoria Australia and later in UK
at the American College in London, England.

The eldest in a family of eight, his passion and dedication to history is manifest
ed in many ways. It began with his research into family genealogy and he travelled
all over the country creating bridges to family especially those who have been
displaced and separated far and wide for over a hundred years. He enjoyed
travelling to the old historical sites and remote villages to witness himself the
remnants of the past.

One such reconnection was with the renown writer TunSuzana Othman
who had no inkling of her ties to the Pahang royal family. In this way, Tunku
Dato kindled the young writer's own interest in history where she is

a'léading historian herself. In fact, TunSuzana provided key research material

to TRAILBLAZER.

As a Life member of Persatuan Sejarah Malaysia Pahang (Association o
Malaysian History Pahang), YHM Tunku is also Advisor to the Persatuan Silat
Tapan Tiga Malaysia and President of the Pertubuhan Keris Semenanjung
Malaysia (Keris Association of the Peninsular). Known for his photographic
memory, he has been invited toassist many museums in identifying places and
objects in the last 30 years.

‘Ihe hifty cight year old corporate figure chose a career in business and design work.
Today, he helms IBC Assets Berhad and the Newman Trust Investment Bank.
Apart from history, YHM Tunku has a keen interest in kris and supports

the silat movement in the country. He deems both the silat and kris a§ Key 10
the identity of the quintessential Malay Man.
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The Keris Pahang Lok Tiga and Bunga Pekan are
featured throughout the book as a reminder of the
importance of adat, valor and traditional
values in Pahang.
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FOREWORD

TENGKU AZLAN IBNI SULTAN ABU BAKAR

s I reflect on the history of our beloved Pahang, there
Aemerges a towering figure, a colossus of leadership and
compassion — Al-Marhum Sultan Abu Bakar. My father was
not just a ruler; he was the heartbeat of our state, the Lion of
Pahang whose roar resonated with the hopes and dreams of the

people.

Sultan Abu Bakar’s approach to governance was simple
yet profound: people first. His unwavering commitment to
the well-being of his subjects was a hallmark of his character,

earning him the endearing title of the People’s Sultan.

In every corner of Pahang, Sultan Abu Bakar was a
ubiquitous *presence, a living embodiment of the state itself.
Whether battling floods, inaugurating schools, or standing
tall at the historic moment of Merdeka in 1957, he was Pahang,

and Pahang was him.

The early years of Sultan Abu Bakar’s reign were fraught
with challenges - a nascent nation finding its footing, the
specter of communism, and the devastating force of nature
in the form of great floods. Yet, through it all, his indomitable
spirit and innate wisdom guided Pahang towards stability and

prosperity.
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Beyond his duties as a ruler, Sultan Abu Bakar was a man of
diverse passions. His love for sports and his affinity for horses
were well-known, endearing him even more to his people and

adding layers to his legacy.

Today, as we look back on his remarkable life and legacy, we
find a tapestry of inspiration woven through the fabric of time.
Sultan Abu Bakar’s unique brand of leadership transcends eras,
offering a timeless example of service, dedication, and love for

one’s land.

It is my hope that this biography will serve not only as a
tribute to a great man but also as a guiding light for present
and future leaders, reminding them of the enduring power
of compassion, humility, and unwavering commitment to

the well-being of the people.

May Sultan Abu Bakar’s legacy continue to inspire and
guide us, just as his spirit continues to watch over the land he

loved so dearly.

I would like to thank the unwavering efforts of my nephew,
YHM Tunku Iskandar Dzulkarnain in spearheading this
work, a lifelong dedication to the history. of our Nation and

Pahang in particular.

TENGKU AZLAN IBNI SULTAN ABU BAKAR
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YHM Dato’ Setia Jaya Tunku Dato Iskandar Dzulkarnain
bin Tunku Dato’ Ismail
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FOREWORD

YHM DATO’ SETIA JAYA
TUNKU DATO ISKANDAR DZULKARNAIN
BIN TUNKU DATO’ ISMAIL

lhamdulillah, all praise to Allah for the opportunity to
Adelve into the extraordinary life of Sultan Abu Bakar, the
fourth Sultan of Pahang. I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to my uncle, YAM Tengku Panglima Besar Tengku
Tan Sri Azlan, for entrusting me with the assembly of this

biography.

A man larger than life and dearly cherished by his people,
Sultan Abu Bakar’s reign, spanning over four decades, marked
a crucial chapter in the annals of Pahangs history. It witnessed
the challenges of colonial dominance, the harrowing era of
Japanese occupation, and the subsequent emergence of the

nation’dindependence and modernization.

This biography not only explores the reign of Sultan Abu
Bakar but also reimagines the history of Pahang from its earliest
origins, shedding light on moments of internal turmoil and

the captivating way of life of the Orang Pahang.

His Highness’s profound connection with his people
transcended mere governance; it exemplified his profound

empathy and unwavering commitment to their well-being.
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Through poignant narratives, archival photographs, and the
delightful charm of illustrations and sketches capturing a
bygone era, the story and persona of Sultan Abu Bakar come

vividly to life.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to Ninot Aziz for her
steadfast dedication, drawing upon personal family anecdotes
that span generations serving alongside Pahang’s very first
modern-day Sultan. I am deeply thankful to Hj Muzaffar
Dato Haji Mohamad and Tun Suzana Othman for their
invaluable research contributions and to the late Wan
Kamazeri for his exceptional design work, which is carried
forward by his widow, Puan Anita Ismail. Furthermore, I
acknowledge the editorial work by Johnny Gillett and exquisite
artwork by Walid Muhammad and Ariyana Ahmad, enriching
the biography’s overall quality.

May this biography stand as a poignant homage to my
grandfather Sultan Abu Bakar, encapsulating the essence
of an exceptional leader and the enduring legacy that

continues to shape the vibrant tapestry of Pahang’s history.

.
*

YHM DATO SETIA JAYA
TUNKU DATO ISKANDAR DZULKARNAIN
BIN TUNKU DATO ISMAIL
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th.m Abu Bakar’s approach to governance was simple yet
profound: people first. His unwavering commitment to the
well-being of his subjects was a hallmark of his character, earning
him the endearing title of the People’s Sultan.

In every corner of Pahang, Sultan Abu Bakar was a ubiqui-
tous presence, a living embodiment of the state itself. Whether
battling floods, inaugurating schools, or standing tall at the historical
moment of Merdeka in 1957, he was Pahang, and Pahang was him.

Sultan Abu Bakar’s early years were fraught with challenges - a
nascent nation finding its footing, the specter of communism, and
the devastating force of nature in the form of great floods. Yet,
through it all, his indomitable spirit and innate wisdom guided
Pahang towards stability and prosperity.

Beyond his duties as a ruler, Sultan Abu Bakar was a man of diverse
passions. His love for sports and his affinity for horses were well
known, endearing him even more to his people and adding layers
to his legacy.

Today, through thorough research and first-hand interviews, we

look back on his remarkable life and legacy, to find a tapestry of

inspiration woven through the fabric of time. Sultan Abu Bakar’s
unique leadership brand transcends eras, oflering a timeless
example of service, dedication, and love for one’s land.

May Sultan Abu Bakar’s legacy continue to inspire and guide us,
just as his spirit continues to watch over the land he loved so dearly.
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