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PREFACE
s

Not so long ago, Rimal, a coastal neighborhood in Gaza City, was con-
sidered one of the more prosperous neighborhoods in the Strip. When several
Palestinian militant groups led by Hamas launched a coordinated offensive
against the nearby Israeli towns and settlements, Gaza border crossings and
adjacent military installations on October 7, 2023, it triggered Israel’s mass
mobilization and a lethal ground assault. In just four days, Isracli bombs
pummeled the neighborhood into nothingness. Today Rimal remains on the
map, but most of the built environment has been reduced to rubble and ruin.
As this book’s top cover photo attests, Rimal is just one of the many neigh-
borhoods in the Gaza Strip that has been leveled into oblivion.

How could this happen? Why would Israel impose collective punish-
ment on the Palestinian people for the offensive of a few? Why would such
a sentence be allowed to unfold, day after day and night after night, by the
international community? Why would tens of thousands of women, children
and elderly have to die for the attack by the militants? Why would the United
States, Israel’s powerful military ally, not intervene to ensure at least a
semblance of proportionality? Why would the European Union, so proud of
upholding “human rights” elsewhere, tacitly permit the carnage? And why
would the international community proclaim, “the whole world is watching,”
while looking the other way?

Not so long ago, the state of Israel was established as a “Jewish and
democratic state.” And yet, the months leading to October 7 were character-
ized by massive Israeli demonstrations, the largest in Israel’s history, against
the proposed judicial reforms by the Netanyahu cabinet, as the book’s lower
cover photo attests. Aiming to turn a secular democracy into a Jewish autoc-
racy — while some of its extreme members would prefer a theocracy — the
most far-right government in the history of Israel has continued to push this
Judicial coup amid the fog of war. These cleavages in the Israeli society figure
large in its political disintegration.

These are soihe of the haunting questions that led to title of this book,
The Fall of Israel. The common denominator of the destruction of the Gaza
Strip and the mass protests against Jewish autocracy is the fall of Israel.
Today, it pervades the Israeli economy, politics, society and the military and
thereby its very moral fiber.
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The path to the obliteration of Gaza was paved by the confluence of a
set of longstanding forces. It is this great conjuncture that has transformed
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories while driving the region to the
edge. .
The Fall of Israel connects the dots among these lethal headwinds.
It outlines the central drivers of this simmering tinderbox: the successive
expulsions of Palestinians, the aggressive expansion of Jewish settiements in
the occupied territories, a half century of failed U.S. diplomacy in the Middle
East, and Israel’s militarization, enabled by the symbiotic bilateral ties with
Washington and massive U.S. military aid. In the Gaza War, these ties fos-
tered paradigms of devastation, such as the Dahiya doctrine, the Hannibal
Directive and mass assassination factories, backed by pioneering artificial
intelligence.

What makes the book unique is its comprehensive scope. It addresses
the efforts to institute a Jewish rather than a secular state. It shows how the
postwar labor alignments fueled by labor Zionism were replaced by the
hard-right coalitions driven by revisionist Zionism, thanks to U.S. neoliberal
economic policies, assertive neoconservatism and Jewish-American donors,
It also explains the causes behind the rise of the Messianic far-right, centrist
parties, and the failure of the Left.

The Fall of Israel covers the country’s political and ethnic divides, eco-
nomic polarization, social and military changes, the shifts in the Palestinian
struggle for sovereignty, the apartheid regime in the occupied territories and
the genocidal atrocities, the regional and global reverberations, and the ensu-
ing human and economic costs, both prior and subsequent to Israel’s fatal war
on Gaza. There, the nightmarish Isracli actions have led to the engagement
of the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court}
international calls for international boycotts, and massive domestic and inter-
national protests. In the long view, the ethnic expulsions and the settlements
have contributed to the destabilization of the broader region since the early
1970s and are now compounding its politico-economic and geopolitical
crisis.

The corrosion of Israeli society and politics was already reflected in
and constrained by extraordinary economic polarization, as reflected by the
liabilities of its high-tech cluster, the talent “brain drain,” the undermined
welfare state, rising poverty and the subsidized religious sector. But now, the
already evident political, economic and military costs to Israel of the Gaza
war have set the stage for extraordinary uncertainty in the foreseeable future.
Should Israel continue its present trajectory, it will bankrupt its economy.
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In a 1968 essay titled “The Territories,” Yeshayahu Leibowitz, an Israeli
Orthodox Jew, polymath and public intellectual, envisioned a nightmarish
future. What the West puffed up as Israel’s glorious triumph in the 1967
Six-Day War, Leibowitz saw as a dark prelude to endless colonial wars that
could turn Israel into a police state, subvert democratic institutions, foster
corruption, transform Palestinians into an exploited underclass and the Israeli
military into suffering from the kind of colonial demoralization seen previ-
ously in Algeria and Vietnam (and more recently in Iraq and Afghanistan).

Despite his stunning prevision, even Leibowitz failed to see the
occupation as an effect of the prior Palestinian expulsions since the 1940s.
Until recently, many attributed the fall of Israel mainly to the occupation
of the Palestinian territories in the 1967 War and the subsequent expansion
of Jewish settlements. Even though colonization and the settlements have
played a central role in the conflict, they are its proximate effect. It is the
ethnic expulsions of the Palestinian Arabs that is the modus operandi of the
conflict — from the late 1940s to contemporary Gaza and the West Bank.

Against the prevailing conventional wisdom, The Fall of Israel shows
why the rise and fall of the two-state solution between the Israeli Jews and
Palestinian Arabs is not a recent phenomenon, and how it actually had already
unfolded in the mid-1950s — hence the eight decades of missed opportunities,
lost peace prospects, and unwarranted “forever wars.”

e

Due to its military might and catastrophic complicity, the United States
is today both a part of the solution and the problem. Conversely, Chinese
efforts to counter military force with diplomacy and economic development
reflect a ray of hope after decades of wasted opportunities and generations of
lost lives.

In the region, an equitable and enduring solution can no longer come
from within. It must come from without. What is needed is international coop-
eration —not by the prosperous West alone, but by both the leading advanced
economies led by Washington and Brussels, and by the largest emerging
economies, spearheaded by Beijing. Unipolar solutions are doomed in the
increasingly multipolar world economy.

On October 24, 2023, in the wake of weeks of genocidal atrocities in the
Gaza Strip, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres condemned the Hamas
offensive while pointing out that “Hamas did not happen in a vacuum,”

What follows is the story of this dark vacuum. !
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