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Forward Note for World Arts & Cultural Exhibition

2007 is a significant year for all Malaysians as it is the 50" anniversary of our
independence. In conjunction with celebrating of our 50 years of nationhood, we
have also designated 2007 as Visit Malaysia Year. It is our intention to present
an open invitation to the World to share in our “One Golden Celebration® that
already taking place for the past seven months and will continue the whole year
long.

More than 240 events and activities are in store for the Golden Celebration,
including cultural performances and exhibitions that aim to showcase the
uniqueness and diversity of Malaysian Culture. Following a similar event held in
2001 ‘":\in National Art Gallery, Kuala Lumpur and Megamall Kuantan, Pahang the
return\of World Arts and Cultural Exhibition shows the close relationship between
the Malaysian Homestay Association and The World Art and Culture Association
Tokyo.

The World Arts and Cultural Exhibition is one of the platforms to promote the
Homestay program which is one of the niche tourism products in Malaysia.
Through the exhibition we wish to showcase the unique culture of the people in
traditional villages. Another parallel with Malaysia is that we are destinations with
diverse appeal where endless discoveries await all who visit our shores for a
“Truly Asia” experience.

I invite you to enjoy what will be a truly unforgettable art and cultural experience
in unforgettable Malaysia.

“THE TIME IS NOW”

“THE PLACE IS MALAYSIA”

“MALAYSIA TRULY ASIA”
“MALAYSIA WELCOMES THE WORLD”

DATUK SERI TENGKU ADNAN BIN TENGKU MANSOR
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MENTERI KEBUDAYAAN, KESENIAN DAN WARISAN MALAYSIA
MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to say a few worlds in consonance with the World
Arts and Culture Exhibition, an exciting event that displays 350 artistic works
of artists from all over Japan. At the same time it is heartening to note that
Malaysian artists are also participating in this important venture at our
National Art Gallery. At a time when we are poised to celebrate our 50 year of
independence, this conglomerate effort is indeed more than commendable.

The Ministry of Arts, Culture & Heritage applauds this noble and exciting
efforts of the organizers — The Malaysian Homestay Association, The
Secretariat Visit Malaysia Year 2007, Tourism Malaysia and Worlds Arts &
Culture Association of Japan in organizing this exhibition. We welcome all the
participants to Malaysia with a special selamat datang . At the same time we
also hope that participants and visitors appreciate and enjoy our exciting KL
Fest 2007, a national event that will also be held during the arts exhibition.

Needless to say, this exhibition is a great platform to promote artists from
Malaysia and Japan thus enhancing the arts, culture and heritage of both
countries. g It is my fervent hope that in as much as arts do compel our
innermost cultural values, so would our disposition in regard to international
relations and understanding via activities that are generated via culture. With
specific reference to the existing cordial relations between our two countries,
this exhibition is a fitting occasion to be regarded as a milestone in our
friendship and understanding.
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MWM NEWS

] Malaysia International Space Adventure
1 January 2008 Until 16 March 2008

Experience the wonders and excitement of a space adventure here in Malaysia. Learn about the his-
tory of space exploration or discover more about planet Mars. Take a trip in the Space Shuttle
Simulator Theatre and enjoy the feeling of travelling into outer space. Don't miss this fabulous event.

Venue:
Precinct 5
Putrajaya
2 Thaipusam
23 January 2008

Thaip" sam, a colourful and spectacular annual Hindu festival, draws huge gather-
ing of :,both locals and foreigners. Witness the devotees carry Kavadis by piercing
shiny steel rods onto their body to honour a vow, overcome bad Karma or as
penance. In Selangor, the festival is celebrated at the Batu Caves temple.

Venue:

Batu Caves, Selayang

Selangor

3 Chinese New Year Celebration And Open House

10 February 2008

Chinese New Year is a festival celebrated for 15 days. Family reunion feasts
and open houses are being organised to welcome relations and friends.
“Ang Pows” or little red money packets are given out to children by the
elders. Lion and Dragon dance performances are also featured to commem-
orate the festival.

4 Le Tour de Langkawi 2008
9 February 2008 Until 17 February 2008

World’s finest cyclists will meet at Asia’s Le Tour de Langkawi. An action
packed event that promises thrills and spills. The route starts from the idyl-
lic island of Langkawi to Dataran Merdeka in Kuala Lumpur, involving
spectacular and treacherous terrain.

Venue:

Kedah — Kuala Lumpur
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Celebrating 50 Years of Nationhood

5 KL Grand Prix City

24 March 2008

The KL Grand Prix City, held to coincide with the Petronas Malaysian F1 Grand Prix promises
entertainment, exciting exhibitions and road shows besides fantastic bargains and unbelievable shop-
ping discounts in Kuala Lumpur! Come and join the fun!

Venue:

Kuala Lumpur

oK, GP Sale (14 - 23 March)

6 Petronas Malaysian F1 Grand Prix 2008

21 March 2008 Until 23 March 2008

Catch the blazing action at one of the most high-tech circuits in the
world. With the extreme hot and wet conditions at the Sepang
International Circuit, the skills of the world’s finest drivers will be tested
to the limit! Don’t miss it, be there in Sepang!

Venue:
Sepang International Circuit
Selangor

7 World Amateur Inter-Team Golf Championship

24 March 2008 Until 27 March 2008

This is the 15th Edition of World Amateur Inter-Team Golf Championship (WAITGC) since its
inception in 2004. This event will aid in the promotion of Malaysia as a top golfing destination.
Venue:

KGSAAS &HTropicana GCC

Selangor

Penang World Music Festival
2 May 2008 Until 4 May 2008

Music lovers get to revel in a potpourri of music by well-known international and local musicians,
amid the resounding rhythms of nature. Be enchanted by the festival in Penang.

Venue:

Botanical Garden

Penang

9 Colours of Malaysia 2008
24 May 2008

Get a fascinating glimpse of the Malaysian cultures, to be showcased through colourful parades and
traditional performances as well as crafts. Savour the mouth-watering local delicacies and visit spec-
tacular exhibitions happening nationwide during this time.

Venue:

Putrajaya




10 Malaysia Mega Sale Carnival
May - June 2008

Grab the opportunity to enjoy astounding discounts and special offers during Malaysia’s biggest
annual sale carnival! There’s value for money for everyone out there at the countless shopping
malls and stores nationwide.

] ] Gawai Dayak Festival
1 June 2008

Gawai Dayak is a harvest festival celebrated by the state’s indigenous people, par-
ticularly Dayaks such as the Ibans and Bidayuh. Traditional costumes are worn
and ceremonial offerings of various local traditional delicacies and ‘tuak’ (home-
made rice wine) are made to the gods of rice and prosperity. This unique festivity
is a ‘muyst-see’ occasion for local and foreign tourists alike.

Venue: |

Sarawak:

] 2 Rainforest World Music Festival
July 2008

Musicians from around the world gather to perform diverse ethnic music
in a living museum known as Sarawak Culture Village. The festival is set to
bring ardent fans of music from all corners of the world.

Venue:

Sarawak Cultural Village

Kuching

Sarawak

] 3 Malaysia Flora Fest 2008
18 July 2008 Until 3 August 2008

Witness splendid display of Flowers as Putrajaya transforms into a veritable paradise of breathtak-
ing, colourful blossoms. Therned as ‘Colours of Harmony’, the event will feature Floral Parade
which showcases beautifully decorated floats from nationwide and the neighbouring countries.
Bazaars, competitions, exhibitions and workshops are also available.

Venue:

Putrajaya

] 4 Sarawak Regatta
August 2008
The state’s expert boatmen take up their paddles to prove their prowess for —

the event with jet ski and kayak races to add to the fast paced action. ’,

Venue:
Kuching
Sarawak
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] 5 Mt. Kinabalu International Climbathon 2008
August 2008

Known as ‘The World’s Toughest Mountain Race’, TM 22nd Mt. Kinabalu International
Climbathon 2008 is a 21 km run towards the peak of Mt. Kinabalu and descend in three hours for
the Men, Women and Veteran Men categories.
Venue: Kota Kinabalu

Sabah

] 6 Merdeka Month Celebration
31 August 2008 ;

The date marks a commemoration of Malaysia’s 51st year of M % -
Independence, celebrated in a joyous mood by all Malaysians. Highlights include parades, fire-
works displays and much more! Join in the merriment!

] 7 Hari Raya Aidil Fitri
I October 2008 Until 2 October 2008

A day to rejoice after a month long fast, Muslims nationwide celebrate in colourful traditional
attire, having open houses offering an array of delicious food fare and cookies. Everyone is wel-
comed to join in the harmonious celebration and revel in the joyous mood.

] 8 Deepavali
27 October 2008

A festival of lights, Deepavali is celebrated universally by Hindus with §
prayers and fEstivities during the day. They also hold open houses where
family and friends visit and enjoy delicious traditional cuisines.

Venue: ALL :

] 9 Malaysia Year End Sale
29 November 2008 Until 4 January 2009

The Malaysia Year End Sale is back with great discounts and bargains on a wide variety of mer-
chandise. Wait no longer, this is the time for the ultimate shopping indulgence.

Venue: ALL

2 0 Christmas
25 December 2008

The Christmas spirit is very much alive and made merrier with the tropical warmth and hospitality

of Malaysians. Visitors will find ample restaurants, bistros, shopping malls and hotels with special
events planned for the occasion. Join in the celebration!

A . WAC Malaysia
”a\“ ““ # Chairman Sahariman Hamdan
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Thank you very much for sending an
important work at “Japan-Malaysia
WAC exhibition for Friendship in
2007"that was authorized for “Visit
Malaysia 2007"and we are
supporting lately.

This exhibition has held not only
artistically as year of
commemoration of 50th
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anniversary of the Malaysia

independence, but is a very
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meaningful cultural-exchanges
exhibition in which culture and an
educational field also aim at
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intimate exchange of Japan and SHTEWTWAEREARIFAR
Malaysia. | MEICKUHERE RIS,
Therefore whole Japanese supreme HIchUMNESITXNET,

works is necessary in terms of our
vision. Beside, we gratitude that
your work was welcomed.

Briefly, | pray for further activity of
future people, but gives thanks in
the whole letter.

Japan-Malaysia Association

Chairman Takeo Hiranuma
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| feel most glad to promoting that
“Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition for
Friendship in 2007” as friendship
friendly event for both countries as a
representative of Malaysia of World
Art and Culture Exchange.

And | would like to express to
artists of the both countries which
cooperate each other and participate
my deepest gratitude.

This event considers peace mutually
regardless of young and old by the
exchange with the children who bear
not only the international exchange
by fine arts but the future, and the
education-related business which
tries to support "the beautiful heart"
has been to foundations. This has a
place related to the Homestay program
of Japan and Malaysia with which |
deal for years, and | consider it
strongly with so it being made to
succeed.

| hope that this gvent continues
forever and your cooperation is
obtained.

World Art & Culture Exchange
Executive Director
Representative of Malaysia
Haji Sahariman Hamdan
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Japan-Malaysia
WAC Exhibition
for Friendship
in 2007

- Malaysia report-
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Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition
for Friendship in 2007 — Malaysia report

July 27, 2007

About 30 Japanese people including artists left straight for Malaysia as an artistic exchange
envoy for the Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition for Friendship. The group would participate
in both the opening ceremony of the exhibition and a Child Interaction Program. The group
had been invited as a goodwill ambassador for the arts, marking 50 years of Malaysian
independence and 50 years of Japan’s diplomatic relations with Malaysia. This art

exchange exhibition is not merely an exhibition, but also advocates peace that is based on

international exchange between people and social education activities.

July 28, 2007

At around 6:00 p.m. the group of Japanese artists arrived at the Malaysian
National Art Gallery (called “Balai Seni Lukis Negara” in Malay). The opening
ceremony of the Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition for Friendship was scheduled
to be held that day. Preparatory work had already been done for the opening

ceremony to be held in the ceremony hall on the first floor of the National

Gallery, and chairs had been neatly lined up on the stage. The Malaysian Vice-
Minister of Information and Culture was first on the guest list, and the atmosphere in the ceremony hall

gradually became filled with a sense of tension and was highly-charged overall.

Practice runs of the opening ceremony were held until the guests arrived at 7:00 p.m.
Preparatory explanations were given as to how the first guests and main organizers
would give their congratulatory messages and greetings. Thereafter, prac‘tice runs
continued in the order of the ceremony to confer certification on the Japan-Malaysia
artistic goodwill envoy and the ribbon-cutting ceremony, while explanations of

important matters were given.

At 8:00 p.m. the Malaysian Deputy Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage Dato

Woomg Kam Hong arrived. Other people arrived in succession including the

director of the National Gallery, and the opening ceremony finally began. About
150 participants gathered in the hall. People such as those related to the Malaysian Ministry of Culture, the
chairman of the Malaysian Writers’ Association, local artists, and the group of Japanese artists carefully took
their seats. As they did so, Sahariman Hamdan, the representative director of the World Art and Culture
Exchange, as the host of the Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition for Friendship, declared the exhibition open. This
was followed by greetings from the representative of Finesse Co., Ltd., ]
the company that is organizing this exhibition. Then the Malaysian
Deputy Minister of Culture, Arts and Heritage Dato Woomg Kam Hong,
as a representative of the guests, gave a congratulatory address, and .
then opened the exhibition by cutting the ribbon. Lead by the deputy
minister, everyone headed up to the second floor of the large exhibition

hall to appreciate the works of art on display.

They went slowly up the spiral slope that seemed to wind around the opening ceremony hall to the upper floor,



while viewing the works of art by children from Malaysia and Japan that w_

were exhibited along the way. Dato Woomg Kam Hong deeply appreciated the

works of art as he walked, and in particular expressed many opinions on the
pieces of calligraphy. Although Malaysia is basically a nation of many faiths,
Islam is at its core and as such the country has a rich literary culture. While
appreciating the works of art, the participants reached the second floor. The
large exhibition space that spread out before them had pure white walls and
was paved with a natural stone floor. Art work from Japan and Malaysia was
exhibited in equal intervals around the big hall. In particular, the Japanese
artists who had visited Malaysia as a cultural exchange envoy stood in front
of their own works of art and explained them to Dato Woomg Kam Hong.

They also introduced the present state of art in Japan.

July 29, 2007

At 8:30 a.m., the group of Japanese artists arrived at the Malaysia Tourism Center (MTC), an organization
under the jurisdiction of the Tourism Ministry. The center served as a hall in which to hold the Child Interaction
Program, an event held in cooperation with the Malaysian Ministry of Tourism. The center was a building made
from wood and mortar that was an example of traditional Malay religious

architecture, and for some reason it emanated a warm atmosphere.

At 8:45 a.m. there was a fifteen-minute briefing on the Child Interaction
Program in the semicircular hall in the center of the building. The

participants in the program were also introduced, namely local artists

and Malay children, the Japanese artists and four Japanese children who

had come especially for the program today.

At 9:00 a.m., the Child Interaction Program began. Five sheets of drawing paper about 1.5 meters in size were
prepared in the tiled passageway that led to the upper part of the semicircular hall. The participants were
divided into five groups, and both adults and children collaborated in
making some artwork in mixed groups. This program has been held in
Thailand, Sweden, and Russia, and each of those countries has its own =
characteristics. The diligent character of the Malaysian people seemed to

be reflected in the paper as the artwork was drawn in an orderly manner.

race, but the daily lives of the Malaysian people living in a Muslim
culture was also shown in the art. In any case, exchange, the purpose of this event, was largely achieved by

drawing artwork and in the process having conversations and deepening understanding.




The organizer raised that issue that if they had discovered that different
nationalities have different characteristics, the next time the event is
held, changes should be made based on those national characteristics. It

is no exaggeration to say that a progressive event has been developed.

The collaborative production of art ended after about an hour and a half,

and everyone headed to the closing ceremony hall to wrap the event up
with things such as commemorative photographs. MTC’s large theatre provided a big space that could hold
about 300 people. On that stage, the head of the Visit Malaysia year 2007 Secretariat, Hashimah Jaafer, had
come to represent the minister for tourism, and he took a seat in the middle of five
chairs that had been prepared. Other parties then took their seats in the order
of Sahariman Hamdan, the representative director of the World Art and Culture
Exchange; the representative of Finesse Co., Ltd., as a representative of head of
the Japanese office; the director of the Malaysian Contemporary Arts Association,
Aminuddin Ariffin; and vice president of the Japan-Malaysia Homestay Program
Association, Abdul Razak. First, Sahariman Hamdan, the representative director of
the World Art and Culture Exchange, gave his opinions on the event this time and :

welcomed the Japanese artists. Then there was a greeting by the Head of the WAC

Tokyo Office and representative of Finesse Co., Ltd. And finally, the head of the Visit
Malaysia year 2007 Secretariat, Hashimah Jaafer, gave a congratulatory address on behalf of the Malaysian
minister for tourism. After that, Japanese and Malaysian children were awarded with a “Messenger of Peace”

e — certificate given by the Malaysian Tourism Ministry. A harmonious mood
pervaded the meeting hall from beginning to end. Thereafter, various
activities took place, such as Japanese calligraphers practicing their art

in the meeting hall, and the harmonious mood continued unabated.

Lunch was served at noon, and then the KL festival began in the same

hall as the final program of the visit to Malaysia this time.

July 30, 2007
At 9:00 a.m., the group of Japanese artists arrived at the exhibition hall of the Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition
for Friendship. As they savored the appreciation of their works of art, the curtain came down on the exhibition

that afternoon.

At 11:00 a.m., the group paid a courtesy call to the Malaysian Tourism
Ministry’s office building that had given its full cooperation this time. The
group received the hospitality of Hashimah Jaafer, the head of the Visit
Malaysia year 2007 Secretariat who came the day before, and the exchange
purpose of this Japan-Malaysia WAC Exhibition for Friendship cultural

exchange mission was concluded.

The group left while still basking in the warm hospitality of the Malaysian people, and headed back to Japan

that evening.
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The Poetry of the cosmos
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