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When God created the first human, He took him and led him round all ~
the trees of the Garden of Eden and said to him :.. ‘Pay attention that
you do not corrupt and destroy My world; if you corrupt it, there is no
one to repair it after you.’

Midrash Ecclesigstes Rabbah, 7:13

The drought is so excessive,

And we are tormented by the heat.

I have not stopped offering sacrifices ...

To the powers above and below I have made sacrifices and buried offerings.
There are no spirits I have not honoured.

King Xuan of Zhou (r. 827—782 Bc), ‘Yunhan' (E)
from Shijing (5548, Classic of Poetry) -

[God] has raised the heavens and set up everything in balance,
Therefore do not transgress the balance that has been established.

Qur’an, 55:7-8
A change in our climate ... is taking place ... Both heats and colds are
bécome much more moderate.

Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (1785)

The poorest nations, already beset by man-made disasters, have been
threatened by a natural one: the possibility of climatic changes.

Henry Kissinger, Address to the Sixth Special Session of
the United Nations General Assembly (April 1974)

P've seen it, I've read some of it ... I don’t believe it.

’ . Donald Trump, 45th President of the
United States of America, on the
US National Climate Assessment 2018
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Note on Transliteration

Historians can tie themselves in knots trying to work out the best way
to transliterate names of peoples, places and individuals. I have tried
to use my judgement as best I can to make the text readable and, in
doing so, to recognise that some readers may on occasion prefer a more
faithful rendition; most notably when transliterating non-European
languages. Nevertheless, I ask for forbearance from the reader who
demands consistency. In return, I hope to inform, enlighten and help
provide new perspectives on how we might look at the world we live in.
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What role has the natural Wo,rldplé ed
Why do dfought and féinme

How do veolcanic eruptin s

We rarely think about how the natural world has
revolutions or global trade — yet here groundbre
Frankopan puts nature, the environment and climate at t
In his latest masterpiece, Frankopan takes us from the BigiBang
day, looking ar how volcanic eruptions, solar activity, sea-level chan
currents, floods and droughts have played a crucial and often-overlo
i m history. As we face a precarious future, learning how humanity has use
~ exploited and adapted the earth to our own needs for good and for b

- and taking lessons from that past — has never been more important.

‘Humanity has transformed the Earth: Frankopan
transforms our understanding of history’

Financial Times

“This is the first wide-ranging account of humanity’s
relationship with the natural world ... If this book does
not make us think, then nothing will’

Sir Antony Beevor
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