EQUIPPING THE PEOPLE
WITH KNOWLEDGE

The Role of Syed Ahmad bin
Muhammad Semait in Disseminating
Islamic Teachings in Modern Singapore

Dr. Muhammad Mubarak bin Habib Mohamed

And
THE VIRTUES OF THE AHL AL-BAYT
? v
Ustaz Muhammad Mazdiuky Md Ishak







A - |

“quipping the People
“With Knowledge

The Role of Syed Ahmad bin Muhammad Semait in Disseminating Islamic
Teachings in Modern Singapore

\
o e o Prar A

Skl

il
1014

el




/fL 2001 Y2

Published by Nusantara Books (Ust Md Mazdiuky bin Md Ishak)
Blk 427 Tampines St 41, #06-447
Singapore 520427

Email : masdug@nusantarabookssg.com
Facebook : @nusantarabookssg
Instagram : @nusantarabooks

First published August 2020

©All right reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in retrieval
system. Or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,

recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of Nusantara Books or Muhammad
Mazdiuky Ishak.

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be
lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior consent in any
form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar
condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

ISBN 978-981-14-4697-9

Cover by Abdul Khafid Mastan of Muhammadan Press
Edited by Nusantara Books
lustration, design & layout by Nusantara Books

Printed in the Republic of Singapore
by Seng Lee Press Pte. Ltd.

21700
Mutt




Table of Contents

PIEface ..ottt ree e 1
TP OTEWOTH ccvss:cvvvssmmsssmssssss srsamms 5555 imns smesssnarssemsemscmsonsemmsronnessmsssass sensssssnsosnonsns 3
Prologue The Virtues Of The Ahl Al-Bayt.........cccoecovennecncncnrnnnne. 7
Noble Lineage ettt ettt 7
Ahl As-Sunnah Wal Jama’ah’s Principles Of Belief Regarding Ahl
AP ecvsevs cassmnsssessesssms sy vs E5aS A LT S SHENSS e csamssssmmssasasanssasnss 9
Opinions Of The Salaf Scholars And Those Knowledgeable About
ADL ALFBAY Lot saseessesase st ssseas 12
Scholars Who Love And Offer Obedience To Ahl Al-Bayt ........... 18
Dedication And Acknowledgement...............cooocunccnrccninineinecn 21
Chapter 1: Introduction ... 25
Chapter 2: Syed Ahmad Semait — Personal And Environmental
L 47
EAUCATIOH sssvsemerssssvsnssos s 5168555535 8505005305358 YRR 885 Fienasonassmssmsass 52
Social And Political Environment..............cccccnicerreneenens 54
Early Twentieth Century To End Of WWII ........ccccevvinennces 55
PAost WWII To Separation Of Malaya .........ccccoveeurcrnecunenn. 58
Post-Independence To Syed Ahmad’s Demise.........ccc.e..ivun... 62
Chapter 3: Disseminating Of Islamic Knowledge ......................... 67
Tdeas And THOGOhtS, ooz 67
Diagnosis Of His Community........cccoeruriecenceninininieniisisisenens 71
Printing Arnd Publishings.sssemmsmsmsesssmsammmmsmmnmmnss reevesss (&
Authored Books.........coriiriciiiciccc e 81
" Syed Ahmad’s Magnum Opus........c.cccveiiririvecmceccenen. 85

Some Characteristics Of Syed Ahmad’s Magnum Opus



Imam Habib ‘Abdullah Al-Haddad.........ccccovvvvvicericnns 95

Al-Nasa’ih al-Diniyyah wa al-Wasaya...........ccccccu..... 96
Risalah al- Murld & Risalah al- Mudzakarah............ 96
Risalah Sabil al-Idhkar wa al-Ttibar ......cccocvvvveevvinenns 97

Al-Mu‘awanah wa al-Muzaharah wa al-Mu'azarah 97

Al—Da‘wah Al-Tammah Wa al-Tadzkirah al-‘Ammah

............................................................................................... 98
Edited Books And Translations ..........ccoueeencnnccronrnceccnernns 98
Siru al-Salikin ila ‘Tbadati Rabbi al-‘Alamin............. 100
"TEARKITD, ...15..15001.0 s 55056538 0 00 559557008 SRS AR AT 103
Chapter 4z CoNCIUSION oo 111
BiblioGraphy ... 117
Appendix I: Pictures Of Syed Ahmad’s Maqam.................c........ 125
Appendix II:
A Sample Of Syed Ahmad’s Discussion On Ikhtilaf ................. 126
Appendix III: |
A Sample Of Ahmad Taking A Moderate View On Matter Of
Bidfal e memrr s e e e n e 127
Appendix IV:
Sample On Omission Of Sanad In Sahih Bukhari’s Translation
R e 128

? Appendix VI:
Sample Discussion On Asbab Al-Wurud ...........ccccconnevvrincrnnnnn. 131



a [ P P ° °
Ao W caiye i licsg oAb b Gl S5 1 )
2o of sl |7 - 5 34 P < p 4 P
B 5l ol Vonsin 5l 855 lsulats Afj: Lo 155 55355

Verily among the good deeds that continue to benefit a believer after
death are: a knowledge that he taught and disseminated, a righteous
child who lived after him, a book that he left as an inheritance, a

masjid that he built, a (guest) house that he built for the two
wayfarers, a stream that he ran, or a sadaqah that he gave from his
wealth during his healthy lifetime so that it would reach him (in
rewards) after death.!

To all the sponsors and well-wishers,

Thank you!

! Hadith related by Imam Thabarani & Ibnu Abid Dunya. This hadith was declared as
hasan in the kitab Sahik Al-Jaami’, 176.
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Allah says in Surah Al-‘Alaq, verse 4 and 5,
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Who teacheth by the pen. Teacheth man that which he knew not.

In Allah’s Words above is contained the principle of two matters: a
lesson and writing, that is, knowledge and the pen. These have been the
guiding principles of scholars in spreading knowledge and da'wah. These
same principles are the ones exemplified by the figure that is meant in this

writing. He is Al-Ustaz Syed Ahmad bin Muhammad Semait 4! «».,

Al-Ustaz Syed Ahmad is amongst the foremost Malay Nusantara
scholars that led the Malay community towards an intellectual and a
spiritual resurgence. Therefore books like Dr Mubarak’s are most
.welcomed so that the wider community knows our scholars and their
contributions. Our scholars must be valued because scholars are amongst

the group that is mentioned by Rasulullah L,

1



’ga 33/’ RS ,’;n 3 s

Honour the scholars, for they are the heirs of the Prophets.

. May our scholars be included in the group mentioned by Allah &

in Surah Faathir, verse 28,
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Those truly fear God, among His Servants, who have knowledge: for God
is Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving.

We would like to thank Dr Mubarak and Al-Ustaz Mohammed
Mazdiuky for their efforts in producing and publishing this book. May this

noble effort be counted in the Prophet’s Jfisif words,
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When a son of Adam dies, his actions are cut off except for three: Sadagah
Jaarzyah (a charity that does not end), Knowledge that benefits, or
Righteous Son (or Daughter) who pray for him (or her).

Hopefully, this endeavour will be a catalyst for the asatizah to delve

into writing alongside teaching.

USTAZ MOHAMAD HASBI BIN HASSAN
President
Singapore Islamic Scholars & Religious Teachers Association



Foreword

Islam in contemporary Singapore is probably one of the less
understood areas in the study of the venture of the world faith in Southeast
Asia. There are many reasons that could account for this scholarly lag,
foremost being the diminutive size of the island city-state and the small
number of Muslims that have resided therein. Muslims in Singapore
constitute no more than one-eighth of the largely ethnic Chinese

population, and this has been the case since the nineteenth century.

Due to this and the relatively unassuming nature of Islam in the
country, there developed a pervasive perception among many observers
that an in-depth study of Islam and Muslims in such a small setting would
not be instructive to allow for broader observations about the character and
progress of religion in the region as whole. Such presumption is
strengthened by the fact that Muslims in Singapore has contributed little,
if any, to the making and shaping of political and radical activism in the
region — a topic that has piqued the minds of many contemporary political

analysts and terrorism “experts”.

Hence, until very recently, no proper or detailed studies of Islamic

thought and missionary efforts in Singapore have ever been published.

This book on the Syed Ahmad Semait’s role in disseminating
Islamic teachings is therefore a notable endeavour at filling the yawning
gap in the literature. In directing his angle of vision on a respected ulama
and activist whose writings and other missionary efforts have impacted
“Muslims in Singapore and beyond, Muhammad Mubarak has dispelled the

notion that Islam in Singapore is but an appendix to Southeast Asian Islam.
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In point of fact, Muslim intellectuals and thinkers in the likes of Syed
Ahmad Semait have done much to deepen and widen the horizons of Islamic
thought and learning through the various channels which they has tapped
so prodigiously.

From the publication of Islamic textbooks, to translating of
classical texts into the vernacular, to writing treatises so as to make Islam
relevant in the modern world, Syed Ahmad Semait stands tall as someone
who almost single-handedly made Islamic knowledge and sciences a living

tradition in Southeast Asia.

Indeed, it has become almost impossible to not find books that were
written or published by Syed Ahmad Semait in mainstream bookstores in
throughout region. The reach of his efforts — as Muhammad Mubarak has
expertly shown to us - is so wide that until today, his books are read and
taught in Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei and Southern Thailand, a domain rife
with conflict but known for being a hub of traditional Islamic learning. This
achievement of man hailing from an Arab-Hadrami background would not
have been possible without the support and alliances that he had gotten

from students and scholars within the Malay-Islamic world itself.

Coupled by his zeal and tireless efforts at ensuring that classical
and as well as classical Arabic texts on Islam are made available to the
general public, Syed Ahmad Semait have cast a long shadow in the minds
of Muslims in Southeast Asia, making him almost unworthy to be

forgotten.

And it is for these reasons that this book ought to read by scholars
and students alike. For not only has Muhammad Mubarak documented a
neglected topic of study in Southeast Asian Islam, this book serves to

remind us that future of Islam in the region and the faith of the Muslims
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lies not in sound and fury of men in power, but rather, in the ink that have

been spent by Muslim thinkers and intellectuals.

DR SYED MUHD KHAIRUDIN ALJUNEID
Associate Professor
National University of Singapore



ALMARHUM UsTAzZ SYED AHMAD SEMAIT is among the
vanguard of Islamic Scholars of the Malay Nusantara who leads
the Malay community towards intellectual and spiritual revival.
He carried out this agenda through the publication of classical
books of the Islamic Intellectual Tradition couched in
contemporary Malay language. Ustaz Ahmad was very much
aware that the way forward for Muslims in recovering from
their spiritual and intellectual malaise is through books as our
Islamic civilisation is a civilisation of books.

Books like Dr Mubarak's are most welcomed so that the wider
community knows our scholars and their contributions are valued.

UsTtAZ HASBI HASAN, PRESIDENT
Singapore Islamic Scholars & Religious Teachers Association

(Dr. Mubarak) serves to remind us that future of Islam in the

region and the faith of the Muslims lies not in sound and fury of

men in power, but rather, in the ink that have been spent by
Muslim thinkers and intellectuals.

Assoc. PROF DR KHAIRUDIN ALJUNIED
National University of Singapore

An illuminating experience!
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