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On 2 November 2004 (19 Ramadan/1425AH), our
founding father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
passed from this world after a lifetime of service to
his people.

This artwork traces the constellation seen on the
night of his passing: Just as the night sky has guided
people for millenia, Sheikh Zayed’s legacy continues
to guide the people of the United Arab Emirates and
shape the future of the nation.

Constellation chart for memorial installation by Ralph Helmick
Courtesy The Founder’s Memorial
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This coin was given to my daughter, Latifa, in’ celebration
of her birth during the Year of Zayed, when I processed
her UAE passport. All Emirati babies born in 2018 will be
given a coin bearing Sheik Zayed’s portrait along with a letter
from Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed. In the past, many Emirati
people purchased limited-edftion coins issued by the Central
Bank on important occasions, such as a birth or a birthday.
Coins like these were sometimes turned into medallions for
necklaces to be worn on special occasions. In keeping with
the tradition, T plan on setting this coin into a necklace for my
daughter to wear in the future.

Coin (front) with portrait of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, gifted by H.H. Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan to the children born in Year of Zayed, 2018
Courtesy Sarah Aqeel Al Hosani
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FOREWORD

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Tolerance

A special strength of this handsome book is the diversity
of its sources. Dr. Bambling and Lest We Forget team
members: Safiya Al Maskari, Esraa Al Kamali, Ayah Al
Heera and Sarah Al Hosani, have fulfilled the hopes and
expectations of the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan
Foundation, the prime supporter of the book’s creation. In
the years to come, people intent on capturing the essence
of the UAE’ founder, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, may naturally first engage the enthralling
Founder’s Memorial on the Abu Dhabi corniche, an
experience that will surely stimulate their cutiosity. When
they discover Sheikh Zayed: A Century of Memories, however,
they will encounter the founder himself as remembered
by 100 of the millions of people to whom he dedicated
his life. The diversity of those 100 people reminds us that
Sheikh Zayed’s vision foresaw a global community and
that his actions brought it into being, The nucleus of that
global community was the Nahyan family, teinforced by
the other native families throughout the various Emirates,
all of them so well represented in these pages. Around
that stable nucleus Sheikh Zayed orbited an unbelievable
variety of talented, knowbdgeable, and ambitious people
from abroad, irrespective'of their nationality, ethnicity,
religious or philosophical belief, gender, economic status,
or language. The memorties of those diverse stars in the
UAE galaxy appear in this book and emphasize the genius
of Sheikh Zayed’s achievement—a peaceful, productive,
and prosperous country powered by a global community
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committed to the basic values that powered Sheikh Zayed.
In this year of 2018, the Year of Zayed, the diverse
population of the UAE has been reviewing the life of
Sheikh Zayed in ways like those exhibited by the witnesses
in this book. Among my own recollections is a dramatic
action performed by Sheikh Zayed in the desert that he
loved. The late Salim el Lozi was interviewing Sheikh
Zayed soon after he had united the Emirates. Lozi
observed that scotes of pundits were skeptical about the
federation and did not expect it to last. They said that
the nascent country did not have the elements necessary
for it to succeed. Sheikh Zayed was listening intently and,
as was his wont, drinking coffee, his favorite beverage.
Loaking at Loz, he very purposefully spilled his coffee
into the desert sand and said, “If you could extract this
coffee from the sand, then there might be an opportunity
for this union to fail. I want to assure you that this union
will live on, only growing stronger with time, because it is
founded on good will.”

No one doubted Sheikh Zayed’s declaration that the
union was founded on good will. And no one could doubt
the strength of his metaphor. How could anyone possibly
extract drops of coffee from the sand? In this Year of
Zayed I have come to recognize even more significance
to the idea of countless drops of coffee somehow united
in sand. For me they represent not only the rulers and
other leaders of the Emirates but, also the people who
constitute the diverse population of the United Arab
Emirates. To extract the individuals of that population
and separate each of them from the whole would betray
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the spirit of good will that brought them together in the
first place. Sheikh Zayed demonstrated that good will by
acting in accord with three concepts that he specified and
celebrated: “tolerance, compassion, and dialogue.”

Sheikh Zayed: A Century of Memories celebrates those
concepts as well. The diversity of its witnesses testifies to
Sheikh Zayed’s dedication to tolerance. Those witnesses
have each clearly felt his compassion and speak often of
it. They have felt it not just from Sheikh Zayed’s presence,
but also from his conversation with them, a respectful and
genuine dialogue enabled by mutual respect and a joint
desire for rapport between dignified human beings. The
memories preserved in this splendid book should inspire
us readers, whoever we are, as we move further into our
global future, a future marked inevitably by diversity
and dependent existentially on understanding and
cooperation. These 100 memories enshrine the concepts
of “tolerance, compassion, and dialogue.” Let us hope
that we can all espouse Sheikh Zayed’s values as our own.

Seal made from Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s ring
Courtesy the National Archives
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ON MEMORY

Dr. Pradeep Sharma
Director Arts | Culture | Heritage
Salama Bint Hamdan Al Nahyan Foundation

This book is a project about memories. We generally think
of memory as an individual faculty, but there is such a
thing as a collective or social memory, for without memory
there is no culture. In treating memory as a cultural
rather than an individual faculty, this book provides an
indication of the social memory about Sheikh Zayed
and the incredibly high esteem in which he is held. The
collective stories indicate a greater consciousness about
his role in establishing the values of the modern Emirates.

When we are asked about memory, we tend to think
about studying for an exam or trying to remember where
we put the car keys. However, memory is essential to our
everyday lives; we would not be able to function without
relying on it. The process of encoding memories begins
when we are born, (some argue from when we are in
the womb), and occurs continuously. For something to
become a memory, it must first be picked up by one or
more of our senses, either consciously or unconsciously.
There are many types of memory and the stories included
here range from grand events to those micro-moments
that take on profound meanings. How thi$ happens, we
do not really know, but it is essential for sog@gl life that we
remember. Images of the past and recollected knowledge
of the past are conveyed and sustained by ritual
performances, through actions, through spoken words,
through sharing, It is important that we talk about these
memories as a society, through everyday actions, through

Painting (detail), with portrait of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
Courtesy Abdulla bin Hofan Al Mansouri, The museum, Abu Dhabi
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the plays we write, the songs we sing, the stories we tell.
As Dr. Michele Bambling states, the telling of stories is
fundamentally a creative act.

Our experience of the present very largely depends
upon our knowledge of the past--the present world is
seen in a context which is causally linked with past events
and objects. Sometimes these past events and objects are
not directly with us in the present, but they are very much
part of the mental models with which we view things. We
will also experience our pasts with where we are in the
present, and also where we are trying to go. Hence, we
will experience our present differently in accordance with
the different pasts we can connect to and the different
futures we can envisage. Hence the difficulty of extracting
out past from our present. This process reaches into the
most minute and everyday details of our lives, as you will
see from some of the stories.

So, while this book is a collection of past memories
and events, it is also a book that is very much about the
future and the society that we are becoming, It carties the
hopes and ambitions of Sheikh Zayed and highlights the
role all of us play in forming society as we are, at the same
time, formed by it.

Lest we forget.
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COMMEMORATION OF SHEIKH ZAYED
THROUGH COLLECTIVE MEMORY

Dr. Michele Bambling
Creative Director Lest We Forget
Editor-in-Chief

It is one hundred years since the birth of the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (1918-2004), the founder
and first President of the United Arab Emirates.
To mark the centennial of his birth and celebrate
the “Year of Zayed, Lest We Forget has compiled
100 personal memories about him, collected from
interviews with individuals whose lives were touched—
even transformed—by Sheikh Zayed. Documenting
memories of Sheikh Zayed now, as the nation reflects
upon a beloved leader, is timely. While he remains in
living memory for many, young Emiratis and new
arrivals to the UAE did not experience the era of Sheikh
Zayed’s rule. Sheikh Zayed, who unified the federation
and laid the foundation of the UAE in 1971, passed
away during Ramadan on November 2, 2004, after 38
years of humanitarian leadership.

PORTRAIT OF MEMORY

This volume preserves and documents vernacular
memories of Sheikh Zayeds life, leadership and
Although
presented here tell us much that complements the

official and scholarly accounts of Sheikh Zayed’s life,

inimitable character. the oral histories

this is documentation of an altogether different kind,
gleaned entirely from the perspective of the populace.

Photograph (detail), Al Ain, 2015
Courtesy Salha Khalfan Al Kaabi
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The nature of these shared memories about Sheikh
Zayed is personal. People felt a close connection to
their beloved ‘friend’ and ‘father,” revealed through their
familiar, respectful referring to him by elders as “Zayed’
and children as ‘Baba Zayed.’ Throughout the book, we
have retained this recurring way of referencing the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

In essence, this book can be read as a collaborative
portrait of Sheikh Zayed, created by the community
of people whose identities and lives were inspired
by his vision, each of whom continues to hold
Sheikh Zayed in the highest regard. Together these
memories portray Sheikh Zayed as a bedouin sheikh
and an eminent statesman with his distinct and
singular character. First-hand accounts characterize
him as charismatic, compassionate, benevolent, kind,
affectionate, humorous, happy, warm, wise, generous,
hard-working, ethical, confident, courageous, strong,
friendly, fair,
conscientious, tolerant and humble. These are human

noble, sincere decisive, responsible
el 5 3 b

traits that merit deep respect. The contributors
remember many ways in which Sheikh Zayed embodied
and demonstrated these qualities. They observed Sheikh
Zayed’s consistent strength of character and conviction
as he faced uncharted territory and the challenges of
leadership. Each memory is an element of this multi-
faceted portrait of Sheikh Zayed.

Sheikh Zayed, as an individual and as the founding
father, played a defining role in shaping the national
identity of Emirati people. Citizens identify with
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