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-PUBLISHER'S COLUMN

ENERALS NEVER DIE they Just
de. But prime ministers and presi-
“dents never fade, they only die, usual-
ly in office. This thought struck us
- when Tunku Abdul Rahman, father of
- modern Malaysia, relinquished power,
 with grace, with dignity. And he was
sagacious enough' to groom a worthy.
successor. How infinitely different
would the world be, had leaders like
India’s Nehru and Korea’s Rhee like-
wise stepped out at the height of their
power. Our story on the Tunku deals
with his early life, his philosophy, his
future plans.

* * * *

THE RESPONSE TO THE WAILS of
anguish from the disaster areas of
Pakistan has been far from magnani-
mous. Reports speak of a million dead
— nobody really knows how many.
Reports also speak of a million sur-
vivors — nobody really knows how
many. What everyone surely knows is
that the survivors need water, food,
medicine, clothing and shelter. They
need all this urgenfly. And they are
not easy to reach.

A world accustomed fo spectacular
and speedy massing of human and
technological resources to rescue even
a handful of lives (Remember the
astronauts trapped in space?) waited
expectantly for the able and the af-
fluent to mount a mission of mercy
commensurate  with the tragedy.
Mothing of the sort has happened. The
mighty powers who pledge time and
again to stake their men and material
to defend human dignity and liberty
even outside their boundaries have re-
mained largely unmoved, although not
only human dignity and liberty but
the very survival of a million or more
is thJ*"f,m,d The United Nations,
ever anxious to despatch a peace force
here, a mission there, has not risen to
the occasion. Even the Pakistanis
themselves have been slow and un-
imaginative in their respounse to the
great disaster. We are saddened by re-
ports that the Fakistani authorities did
not promptly act upon an early warn-
ing of the brewing storm given by 4n
American weather satellite. Of what
avail, then, is. modern technology
when man fails to play his parf"' The
price of human safefy, like lberty,
must be eternal mmlamu

How does one explain this callous dis-
regard for human 1ife? Have peopies
and nations become 56 nured to death
and devastation that the catasirophe
of the century melfs them not? When
there is hope of survival, they are
known to fight. When there is no
hope, apparently, they give But
the million odd people ort ihe verge of
starvation in Fast Pakistan mav yit be
saved " if aid is ed to them, in
veiume, in time. 2 is no limit to
the help they nzed.” h» pictures of the
disaster w+ » EiS 18sue werse
made for Ti¢ : b_\,-‘ the
wellknown. An LEIApner,
Miss Martiyn £ publish
these piciures Lo FeCoia
one of history’s gre
aiso to stir the con
pitiless world tc
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IN THE ERUPTIVE STATE of: Asian

politics, several Prime Ministers and
Presidents have been forced out of of-
fice. They have been either rejected by
the electorate or deposed by ambitious
rivals. Not so, Tunku Abdul Rahman,
thrice te-elected Prime Minister of
Malaysia. While still in the full flush of
power, the Tunku stepped down frqm
his high office with grace and dignity.
A prince of the Kedah State Royal
Family, he was nevertheless the com-

mon man’s natural choice as their lea-

der, both in their struggle for indepen-
dence and in the subsequent steward-
ship of the nation for 15 unchallenged
years.

Although the Tunku had gradually
prepared his people for it, his resigna-
tion, when it came, cast a pall over
them. ‘From his counterparts in the
Commonwealth, among whom he was
the seniormost statesman, and from
leaders the world over, came fond fare-
wells and eulogies. Yet, the Tunku has
not departed from the international
scene. As the first Secretary-General of
the newly-established international
Islamic Secretariat, he is preparing for
an -aggressive international role as
spokesman, trouble-shooter and am-

bassador of goodwill for the Moslem -

world.

It was the Tunku himself who con-
ceived the idea of a Moslem Common-
wealth several years ago. Inspired
though he was by the British Com-
monwealth model, he had a somewhat
different purpose in mind. Although
an international Moslem organisation
would serve as a forum for discussion,
the Tunku was specially interested in
consolidating the human and material
resources of Moslem brethren, in as-
sisting newly-independent
countries in enabling them to know
one another and their problems better.

Most important of all, he was eager to

build an effective communication
bridge between the Moslem and the
non-Moslem world.

I spoke to the Tunku recently about
his new job. “You know,” he said,
“although the common thread of Is-
lam runs through all Moslem countries,
most of the Moslem world today is
still in disarray. Prior to the first Mos-
lem Foreign Ministers’ Conference at
Jeddah in 1969, there was little or no
dialogue amongst themselves on mat-
ters of mutual interest. Of course, the
Middle Eastern Moslem countries are
in_apparent unity in their war against
Israel. But what is so desperately need-
ed. is - some k

id of cohesion, some
numn of peria ion, some
tefinition. and  pursuit - mutually

economic, social and poli-
“There is a fre-
v in wealth between Mos-
and there ought to be
: ity This is the

ig of Islam.”
i come to- be
t Secretary-General
! More than
. he had the creden-
o both the Moslem
em world. ‘A staunch

the reli

e AsiaobMagaziis  Jonuary 31,

ground hls struggle for mdependence, :
- from colonial rule, and his continued
harmony with the West make hlm*an
ideal link. 5
The Tunku reahses that hlS ]ob as de
~Secretary-General is quite different
from that of Prime Minister. He hasto
reckon with a variety of countries and
customs, problems and prejudices. For
one thmg, the clarion call of the Is-
lamic Secretariat has so far been muf-
fled in the Middle East by the drums'
of the batilefield. >

What factors have mﬂuericed ‘his life "
and thinking? He was born on Feb-
ruary 3, 1903, the seventh son of Sul-

Moslem -

Even so, the most 1mporlant p_rob-~

tan Abdul Hahm S}lah ofr Kedah ax_ld Sy

Famzly portrait shows rhe Tunku wztlz Ius wife, Puan Sharzfah Rodz:ah The

children seated on the Hoor were all adopred Standing, (carrying a child), is the
Tunku's son, Tunku Ahinad Nerang, formcrlv an Army officer..

MAN OF ALL THE PEOPLE

The sagacity of Tunkuy Abdul Rahman
will now benefit the Moslem world

lem facing the Permanent Secretariat
to be located in Kuala Lumpur is fin-
ance — to maintain the Secretariat and
to carry out ifs various projects, While
Malaysia, Indonesia and Pakistan have
promised their full suppori, the res
ponse from some of the Moslem coun-
tries in the Middle East has been rather
disappointing. Nevertheless, the Tunku
is determined to push ahead, even if
only with a few countries as a start. He

says, - “‘Like my  other  projects  team. All thlS strengthened his deter-. was the best. So we separatc on terms
(ASEAN, the Malaysian Federation  mination to free his people from Bri- of friendship.™ s
and the Asian Football Federation), 1 tish rule: Unruffied, the Tunku msplred the :

am not disturbed by prophets of doom

or by the imitial lukewarm support: My -

faith in God is undiminished. I know
my objectives are right and I'am con-

fident we will overcome allf obstacies”

The Tunku ' has already: come. up
with several subjects for consideration

Malay and an English school, e went to
England. He enrclled af St. Catherine’s
College, Cambndge only to find that he
could not live at the College because he
wasnot British.

Another incident upset him during
his stay in England. He was interested

in soccer and was good enough to play. "

for his university. But because he was
non-white, he was excluded from the

Though the spark of anti- colomallsm
was so kindled in him, the Tunku per-
severed at- Cambridge and became the
first Malay to graduate from an Eng-
lish: University. (Years later, he return-
ed to'England toread Law and emerged
a barristerin 1949 at the age of 46.)

~ admission of non~Mal

: the Malayan lndlan (,ongress

- ty, and his perseverence. A
the ﬁrst Federal electlons W

3 v1ctory

- greatest was the success of
- deka (Independence) Mission

s govemment almost 1mmed te Y.

S ed the United Malay

sation (UMNO)
But it was not
UMNO faced i

Onn resxgned over thi
Tunku was presuaded

The  Alliance weathered many
storms, ‘thanks to his tact,

SO His: ma‘riy) triunnphé; one.

don‘in January, 1956 B
to grant Mﬁlaya

 The Tunku’ s fxnést

August Bl : / §
Stadium, Kuala Lumpur, _
major achievement ~was the formatlon
of - Malaysm on August 31, 1963.

Speaking in Parhament a few wecks s

earlier; ‘the Tunku declared: “We will

not be swayed from our course by the
cries of ‘those who are out to wreek
Malaysia for their own selfish ends, We
sincerely believe in the correctness of
3 - our decision and the wisdom of o
his Thai wife. Afterearly educationata

action. Let posterity judge for itseif.

Understandably, therefore, an eve:
that shook him was the separatlon of
Singapore from Malaysia in August,
1965, “To me it is the most paintul
piece of work that [ have had to doin

the 10 years | have been the executive %
“head of the Government, ” he said ina

message to the nation on August 9
1965. But, he added, I am convmced
thai an amicable settlement ‘this way

formation of the Association of South-"

east Asian Nations (ASEAN) with a
view to promoting better understand-
ing and greater regional oo-opcratmn
The Tunku was unwavering in hls de—
termination to . safeguard Malaysxa
when  President Sukarno started his
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confrontation.

That, too, he weathered. But the
saddest setback in Malaysia’s history
was the outbreak of racial violence fol-
lowing the 1969 General Elections. It
shook the very foundations of Malay-
sia. Undaunted, the Tunku, as Chair-
man of the National Goodwill Council,
toured the country in search of peace
and goodwill.

“Don’t worry. All will: be well
soon.” he assured the people. And he
and Tun Abdul Razak, now Prime
Minister, graduully steered the country
back fo calm.

“First things first,” he told those
who criticised him for shelving rather
than solving problems. He was out-
spoken about what he believed to be
right. He was not always correct in
some of his decisions and actions. And
he has admitted this.

“®i-sini (nombor dua dari Kanan baris tengahk) b rsafma«

Tunku, dari muwida lugi pun, ,unumt ammr Anpada

Kesabelasan yong ketiga, ;,m dan bola sepak Penanq Frw«Sehaa'
iﬂﬁ% i3 “”f» i : - : 3

Football team of the Penang Free School in 1916. The Tunku. is seated second from right.
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