The Big 3

Perdana Leadership Foundation’s “Nurturing
the Minds of Future Leaders” Essay Contest 2008
challenges youth to answer (in writing, but of
course), one of these three big questions.

1. Whatis your vision for Malaysia in 2057
when the country celebrates its centennial
Independence?

2. Describe what leadership means to you and
the role that youth leaders play in shaping
Malaysia’s future.

3. Describe the relationship among culture,
education and leadership, and the factors
that you believe are important in moulding
the future leaders of Malaysia.

This essay competition is part of the foundation'’s
Initiatives to raise awareness of the activities

of the foundation with a focus on youth. The
objectives of the essay competition are to
encourage analytical thought and research into
issues of national leadership, to deepen interest
in the nation’s past, present and future, to
unearth writing talents among Malaysia's youth
and to encourage Malaysian youth to utilise the
resources available at the Perdana Library and
other resource centres for their research.

This essay competition is open to all youth aged
13 to 21. Here's your chance to put in words what
you know and feel about your country based

on any of the three questions you would like to
answer.

A compendium of great prizes await winners,
including a Chevrolet Aveo Sedan, Apple
MacBook, Ipod Nano, computers and mobile
phones!
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harmony.Indeed, T.H Silcock, The sense of shame
at subjection and (the) resolve to overcome it

by building a viable nation was expressed with
great human dignity by Tunku Abdul Rahman on
the attainment of Merdeka. For the Tunku, as he
assumed the mantle of Prime Minister, there were
more dreams to be realised.

On May 27th 1961, the Tunku obliquely referred to

a greater dream of his, the concept of Malaya that
sent shockwave throughout the region.'Sooner
or later Malaya should have an understanding
with Britain and the peoples of Singapore, North
Borneo and Sarawak.'On September 16th 1963,
Malaysia was formed.

There were plenty of challenges and trials still to
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-Cheviolet Aveo Sedan

Last year, this competition attracted over 300
entries from students. Some 50 entries made it to

the judges’ table and from there, the winners are
selected.

2007 Winning
Entries

Grand Prize

Lower Secondary

Rachel Decruz from SMK King George V,
Seremban

Title : Abah

“As August 31st dawned, Tunku slept the sleep
of a man at peace, a man who has dreamt,
persevered and achieved a near miracle. A new
nation had been born in an atmosphere of racial

~ be faced. There was Dr.Subandrio who declared
Malaysia as Indonesia’s public enemy and initiated

armed hostility or “Confrontation” against the
creation of Malaysia. This happened a short six

“Most of the entrants who
wrote in Bahasa Malaysia
lacked the ability to
communicate in the English
language.”

weeks after Azahari's Revolt in Brunei which had
threatened to spill over, fizzled out. There was also
the secession of Singapore. The Tunku decided
that a civil war was too high a price to pay and he
decided to let Singapore go their separate way.
This courageous and even unpopular decision

averted the blood bath that would have resulted
as Lee Kuan Yew increasingly played the racial

“We found that maturity of
thought was not necessarily
associated with age or

the level of education. We
were happy to find lower
secondary students who
could write and converse as
well as or even better than
students in upper secondary
and tertiary level”

card.In facing all these challenges, the Tunku
displayed the strength of character, calmness and
integrity that personified him."

Upper Secondary
Syamsul Azuan bin Che Hasan from MRSM
Beseri

Title: Bagaimana Mewujudkan Bangsa
Malaysia Yang Bersatu-padu?

“Kita sedia maklum bahawa budaya
mencerminkan diri sesuatu bangsa. Oleh

Itu, sebagai sebuah negara yang bercirikan
masyarakat majmuk, kita mempunyai
kepelbagaian budaya dan adat resam yang paling
unik. Potensi budaya ini hendaklah dikekalkan

- dan setiap etnik hendaklah menghormati adat

resam kaum lain. Rantaian itu, kerajaan telah

- mengambil inisiatif dengan melaksanakan Dasar

Kebudayaan Kebangsaan yang berteraskan
kepada kebudayaan rakyat asal rantau ini1 malah
memupuk dan memberi galakan kepada aktiviti-
aktiviti kebudayaan seperti perkembangan seni
muzik, drama, lakonan, dan cabang seni yang lain
pagi mewujudkan satu identiti nasional, iaitu satu
pembentukan corak kebudayaan kebangsaan
yang boleh difahami, dinilai dan diamalkan oleh
semua rakyat.” |

Tertiary
Mohd Haizal bin Zainuddin (above) from
University Kebangsaan Malaysia

Title : Lima Pengajaran Yang Dapat Dipelajari
Dari Sejarah Malaysia Sejak Merdeka Sehingga
Kini '

Sistem politik moden yang ada di Malaysia telah
berjaya mewujudkan kestabilan selama 40 tahun
lebih. Keupayaannya mewujudkan kestabilan
tersebut bergantung kepada dasar-dasar

yang dilaksanakannya untuk mengendalikan
kontradiksi yang muncul dan meredakan



YellowPost
April 25 - May 01, 2008

' - By Aida A Razak
ketegangan dalam masyarakat khususnya soal perpaduan kaum. Banyak viewpoints and experiences. administration of the country S = ST S
peristiwa yang boleh dipelajari berkenaan dengan perpaduan kaum. Discussions and issues arising will be conducted and recorded =~ 18 nd R tale —8.3 :F%*"
Apabila soal perpaduan kaum diketengahkan, tentunya resipi kejayaan from the discourse will be on audio and video. vole , 0
negara sehingga ke hari ini adalah berdasarkan konsep perkongsian kuasa,  documented. ——— .—_-.,,_--1:_'# a&h
Kontrak sosial 1957 yang dipersetujui oleh Parti Perikatan, yang pada itu Visits/Resource Centre LTy Parents *ﬁ?ﬁﬁf@;gﬁ{":;"}rfﬁ e e
diketuai oleh UMNO, MCA dan MIC, telah mencapai satu konsesus politik Research Grants The Foundation is open to | U Which Gana. - o Rt
antara kaum: pada satu pihak terdapat pengiktirafan akan kedudukan In line with its objective members of the public and ~ Toddler Shﬂul?-]' T A
sejarah orang Melayu di negara ini, antara lain, dengan mengadakan of stimulating research group visits are received P ST ¥ oS ; , i;’_;_\lz :
peruntukan dalam perlembagaan bagi hak keistimewaan orang Melayu: on Malaysia's past leaders, regularly.Our library isalsoa ?uﬁz'fgfsﬂgﬁ‘ﬁ"%ﬁlbgggzg‘ghggﬂgg?gﬁrmiﬂﬂ";ﬁgr |
di pihak lain pula hak kewarganegaraan diberikan kepada Cina, India the Perdana Leadership resource centre for researchers, rasungdtmhg*lfﬂfhar.sﬂrmgf S e
dan lain-lain, dan mereka dibenarkan meneruskan kegiatan ekonomi Foundation offers research academicians and school- Bl e e Rt
tanpa gangguan.Konsep yang berupa situasi menang-menang ini (win- grants to qualified scholarsto ~ children for information onour aréfﬂ';',:ggywﬁgﬁeﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬂgﬂ&"ﬁg:&%ﬂiﬁgﬂm !
win situation) adalah pengorbanan besar orang-orang Melayu ketika itu undertake short-term and long- ~ past Prime Ministers. 1o kill her and knm:kaéiswﬂ-'i-s_ay.rgrﬁliﬁiﬂ’fe‘%'*Hii:‘?ﬁlﬁiééj-"' '7
dan rnertlz(plakan satukhubungan timbal balik yang ideal. Apa yang lebih term research on topics like jahdievenia compiifier=Sati st S
penting, konsep perkongsian antara Melayu dan bukan Melayu ini adalah National Unity and Economic Other Leadershi Fiopihe mAna st e s i STt st )
berdasarkan model konsosiasional yang terdapat dalam masyarakat Development under the various  Programmes i E ﬁﬁ;ﬁgﬂ&ﬂjﬁLﬁﬁiﬁfﬁﬁlgﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁgﬁg .
majmuk fain di dunia. Ramai pengkaji politik mengakui bahawa masyarakat ~ Prime Ministers. From time to time, the girlfriend told police that they had been arguing

di negara ini sebagai ...extreme example of a plural society. Foundation collaborates :Egb‘f;g:i é‘ g’;';‘g%_';lgufthﬁ?r son and which gang he

Oral History with various institutions and e R 3Hi'spﬂh;ic;' e teen mother 'ls_;.,b,f-'?:"c-"'{ '-‘"'-'-h'-lﬂé'fﬁﬂ |
The Good a nd In our Oral History series, organisations for forums/ “Th 3 dﬁ: : £ | i b th "':g.;i"' :
interviews with personalities lectures on leadership history = 1€y dye diiterent ideas on now Tne baby shouid
Th B d who played key roles in and other aspects of national ﬂi.’;ﬁﬁgﬂ?ﬁ;‘ﬁﬂ ﬂﬁﬁ'i;ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂf}ﬁ;;ﬁ{?“ﬂ -,
€ Dd ? the past stewardship and governance. R e I W B Sy ok T sy

) |

Here's what judges had to say about the entries last year!
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“We found that maturity of thought was not necessarily associated with age
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Perdana Library

The Perdana Library is a platform for greater understanding and S i f& Hhd tecearch anveof the thre L ﬁ*ﬁ
appreciation of the course taken by Malaysia in successfully creating a ~ topics proposed and stand to drive away: el
nation out of the diverse ethnic, religious and cultural elements of the
country’s population.The library serves as a repository of works, including
audio video material, related to the policies, strategies and initiatives
adopted by Malaysia’s past Prime Ministers.
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The Foundation is building up the collection of books, news clippings, ~ JUNE 2008. More inf

speeches, policy papers, biographies, video footage and sound recordings | Fesources an

to become a comprehensive resource centre on Malaysia’s history of . available at http://www.
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information on Malaysian leadership, these materials are digitised andare = PR e
made available to the public through the library’s website (library.perdana.. = =+ =
org.my).

Programmes

Digitisation of Materials

The Perdana Library is in the process of collecting and digitising materials
on our Prime Ministers to be made available via the Foundation’s website.
The sourcing and digitising of materials will be an ongoing activity of the
Foundation. Last year, 1 million pages of documents were digitised. This
year we will be focusing on digitising the books in our collection as well as
Parliamentary hansards.

Perdana Discourse Series
The Perdana Discourse Series is a one-day semi-structured communication e LS
platform where a prominent presenter will speak toona pre-determined s == EeliRy ponEhiccoun iy -
topic, addressing its definition and tracing issues like policies, strategies TRy Tl TR . (s
and possible models used during the tenure of the past Prime Ministers. Sehe s e e L
Panelists will then dissect the keynote address and relate it to their own
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