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This month’s issue, we will highlight issue on “National Unity”. The concept of 
national unity takes on a distinct shade when viewed from a different angle, 
which is contingent to the colours that make up a nation and the outcome of the 
history of a particular nation state.  
 
These collections some of them are not new publications, but we try to highlight 
our collections to public. Some of the titles worth mentioning here include: 
Malaysia Incorporated and Privatisation Towards National Unity (1984), 
Ethnic Chameleon (1991), Malaysia: beyond Communal Politics (1994) and 
Perdana Discourse Series: National Unity (2005).  
 
Besides that, we also include some speeches, articles and digitized materials 
where users can access it via Internet. Some of the titles are: Malaysians 
praised for racial tolerance (2003), Malay unity vital to progress (1980), 
Merdeka unity praised (1957) and New spirit call by PM (1979).  
 
I hope that it will be a useful tool for users to explore treasure trove of knowledge 
in Perdana Library.  
 
 
 
AZAHAR MOHD. NOOR 
Chief Librarian 
Perdana Leadership Foundation 
 
 
“Visit http://www.perdana.org.my to know more about the Library.” 
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Selected New Books 

 

 

 

1.  Title : Malaysia Incorporated and Privatisation Towards National  

   Unity 

     Authors : Dr. Mohd. Nor Abdul Ghani  et.al 

     Publishers : Pelanduk Publications (M) Sdn Bhd, Institute Management  

  Consultants Malaysia and Malaysian Administrative Modernization and   

  Manpower Planning Unit  Prime Minister Department (1984) 

 

Dr. Mahathir has become well known for its innovative new 

policies since assuming office in 1981. Within the space of a 

few short years the Government has initiated fundamental 

changes in its approach to economic development.  The 

interventionist policies of the 1960’s and 1970’s have given way 

to a recognition that the Government cannot achieve rapid 

economic development without the active participation and 

cooperation of the private sector. In this book leading 

Malaysian politicians and academicians explain the 

circumstances which led the Government to adopt the new  

policies of Malaysia Incorporated and Privatisation. They also discuss the 

implications of the new policies in the context of the Government’s commitment 

to poverty eradication and the elimination of racial imbalances in the economy. 

 

 

 

2. Title  : The Malay Dilemma Revisited: Race Dynamics in Modern  

   Malaysia 

 Author : M. Bakri Musa 

Publisher : Merantau (1999) 

 

Bakri Musa Musa’s credits, apart from scientific articles in 

professional journals, have appeared in the New Straits Times, 

Far Eastern Economic Review, Businessweek, and National 

Public Radio’s Marketplace. His essays examine Malaysia’s 

current socioeconomic and preferential race policies. The Malay 

Dilemma Revisited is a critical and balanced analysis of 

Malaysia’s preferential race policy and its impact on the 

nation’s delicate race dynamics and economy.  
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3.  Title : Ethnic Chameleon: Multiracial Politics in Malaysia 

 Author : Oo Yu Hock 

Publisher : Pelanduk Publications (1991) 

 

The book argues that politics in Malaysia is essentially shaped 

by ethnic or racial forces. In this book, the author examines the 

main issues in Malaysia’s complex political landscape. He 

tenders several original and thought-provoking ideas like; has 

the “Royal Palace” culture of post-independent Malaysia given 

way to “IM-ism” (Individualism and Materialism)?, should the 

New Economic Policy be replaced with a Participative Economic 

Policy?, whatever happened to the National Ideology? and how 

can the country create an eclectic value-system like “WE-ship” 

(worship and eldership) which transcends racial and ethnic 

differences as a basis for national  integration? 

 

 

 

4.  Title : Growth and Ethnic Inequality: Malaysia’s New Economic  

  Policy 

 Author : Just Faaland, Jack Parkinson & Rais Saniman 

Publisher : Pelanduk Publications (1991) 

 

The NEP, a comprehensive socioeconomic policy, is intended to 

build Malaysian national unity in diversity following the rupture 

of 1969, a sad episode in the history of otherwise good ethnic 

relations in this country. The underlying strategy of the NEP is 

to build an ethnically-balanced economy by fostering greater 

productivity and modernization under a free market regime and 

an open economy, while simultaneously engaging in social 

engineering to distribute more equitably by the increments of 

the fruits of development between the Malaysian ethnic groups. 

Its focus is on raising the productivity and active participation 

of the Bumiputras without depriving the economically advanced non-indigenous 

population of their economic and social rights. 

 

 

 

5.  Title : Malaysia: Beyond Communal Politics 

 Author : Goh Cheing Teik 

Publisher : Pelanduk Publications (1994) 

 

Malaysia: Beyond Communal Politics analyses and brings into 

focus the crucial issues of the times and encourages sober and 

rational discussion of them by concerned citizens of all races at 

this crucial juncture of the country’s political evolution. It 

contains five chapter; A Plea for Sobriety, Persistence of 

Communal Politics, A Case for Decommunalizing  Political 

Parties, A Vision of the Future and Alliance-National Front: A 

Chronological History. 
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6.  Title : Perdana Dicourse Series: National Unity 

 Author : Roziah Mohd. Janor 

Publisher : Institute of Knowledge Advancement (InKA) (2005) 

 

This book is a compilation of the first Perdana Discourse Series 

which held in Perdana Leadership Foundation through its 

collaboration with the Institute of Knowledge Advancement 

(InKA) UiTM. It discusses about National Unity. Some of the 

issues that had been discussed were the history of the country, 

race relations, the complexities involving the diverse ethnic 

communities, factors that have affected the political 

transformation of the nation, changes in the socioeconomic 

conditions and changes in political identity.  

 

 

 

7.  Title : Tun Hussein Onn: Father of Unity 

 Author : Arkib Negara Malaysia 

Publisher : Arkib Negara Malaysia (2006)   

  

Tun Hussein Onn, the third Malaysian Prime Minister also 

known as the Father of Unity. This book records the services of 

a great national leader who had dedicated his entire life to the 

enlistment of his people, and upheld the values of integrity in 

public life.  
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Selected rare books collection: 

 

1.  Title  : Blueprint For Unity 

 Author  : J. Victor Morais 

 Publisher : Malaysian Chinese Association Headquarters (1972) 

 

 

Blueprint For Unity is a selected speeches of Tun Tan Siew 

Sin, the president of the Malaysian Chinese Association 

(MCA), on our national life. The selection of speeches and 

statements represents the principal expression of his views 

in the high offices he has held not only in Government but 

also in national and international organizations. Most of the 

speeches outline the aims and aspirations of the Chinese 

Community but there are also words of wisdom which 

emphasise the great need for tolerance and understanding 

among all Malaysian of all races. Tun Tan has also stressed 

the crucial role played by the Alliance for the progress and well-being of the 

Nation. 

 

 

2.    Title  : May 13 Before and After 

  Author  : Tunku Abdul Rahman 

Publisher : Utusan Melayu Press Limited (1969) 

 

 

In this book, Tunku Abdul Rahman tries to share his 

experience before and after the incident of May 13 

according to his knowledge and enquiries and the facts as 

he see it.  The book is an honest endeavour to open the 

eyes of the good citizens on country to truth; and to 

falsehood which give rise to intrigue, and in doing so to 

suggest how best they can all play their parts together for 

the future to make sure that such tragedy will never take 

place again. 

 

 

3.  Title  : The Development of a Plural Society in Malaya 

     Author  : Graham Saunders  

     Publisher : Longman (1977) 

 

The development of Malaysia’s plural society was a product 

of the colonial era and a legacy of British rule. Chinese 

emigration on a large scale was made possible by the 

extension of Europe trade to China and the forced opening 

of the treaty ports. Indian migration was from one part of 

the British Empire to another. The extension of British rule 

over the peninsula encouraged investment and provided 

conditions which attracted immigration. The ending of the 

colonial era and the return of full independence to the 

peninsula and to Sabah and Sarawak in the context of Malaysia has given a 

political dimension to the plural society. 
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Selected digitized materials of the month 

 

 

1. The May 13 Tragedy : A Report/Dr. Tan Chee Khoon/ The National 

Operation Council (1969) 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NLM/Batch3/B03_PDF_DVD001

/11%20August/M364.14309595MAJ%5bTheMay13Tragedy%5d%5d%5bDrTa

nCheeKhoon%5d%5b1969%5d.pdf 

 

This report lays out the facts on the disturbances which broke out on May 13. 

It outlines the historical background of the mood of the people on that day; it 

relates the day of tragedy and the role played by by the Armed Forces and 

the Police in quelling the disturbances and returning the country under the 

firm control of the Government; and finally, it points to the direction that the 

Nation should take. 

 

 

2. Racial Politics in Malaysia/ Goh Cheng Teik/ FEP International Sdn. Bhd./ 

1989 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/PLF/000005/RacialPoliticsInMal

aysia.pdf 

 

 

Racial Politics in Malaysia is an earnest appeal to Malaysians to discard 

prejudices and join hands to harness the multi-resources of this tropical 

paradise and build a nation that is not only strong economically as a  fast-

emerging industrial country, but, equally importantly, also praiseworthy for 

unity despite its diversity. 

 

 

3. Merdeka Unity Praised/The Straits Times/ 16 September 1957 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/1957/TheStrait

sTimes%5b16Sept1957%5bMerdekaUnityPraised.pdf 

 

Malaya will stand as an example to the world of how, in adversity, it found 

unity. With the help of such men as Governor of Penang, Raja Sir Uda and the 

Chief Minister, Mr. Wong Pow Nee, Tunku Abdul Rahman  have no doubt his 

dream for a contented and happy Malaya will materialize. 

 

 

4. New Spirit Call by PM/ The National Echo/ 7 July 1979 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/0009/TheNatio

nalEcho%5b7Jul1979%5bNewSpiritCallByPM.pdf 

 

Datuk Hussein Onn called for the moulding of a  new spirit and attitude  in the 

efforts to build the nation and forge national unity. The Prime Minister said 

that the country now in the 22nd year of its independence, needed a 

leadership style different from that of the early years of independence. He 
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said, as the country was a multi-racial one, physical development alone would 

not be sufficient to create a fair and just nation. On the contrary, the burden 

entrusted upon the shoulders of the nation’s leaders in  fulfilling 

independence was increasing in accordance with the development and needs 

of a multi-racial society.  

 

 

5. Don: Be careful in ethnic relations/ The Star/19 July 2006 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/News_2006/7-Aug-2006/STAR/Others/Star-

19072006b.pdf 

 

Ethnic relations is a sensitive subject that needs to be handled with care, and 

universities should not rush to get their teaching materials  and content out, 

said historian Prof Dr. Khoo Kay Kim. Writers dealing with historical facts 

must be able to give the precise source of where they get their facts. If the 

source is vague, then their facts will be highly questionable. 

 

 

6. Malaysians praised for racial tolerance/ MM/ 31 October 2003 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/News_MM/CN03-MM-MAHATHIR-006.pdf 

 

Prime minister Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamad paid tribute to all 

Malaysians for being able to live harmoniously with one another, unlike in 

other multiracial countries. According to him, while we cannot say that we are 

already just one race, we are much more harmonious in our attitude towards 

each other than in most other countries. “I think we have done better than 

most other countries which have a multiracial population,” he told a media 

conference after chairing his last Umno supreme council meeting. 

 

 

7. Dr. M: Malays’ success in all fields vital/NST/ 25 May 2005 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/News_NST/NST20050525.pdf 

 

Tun Dr.Mahathir said that the success of the Malays in all fields was the key 

to the formation of a Malaysian race. He said that if the Malays were 

knowledgeable, economically-successful and politically and socially strong and 

not involved in corruption, non-Malays would find it easier to accept the 

concept of Malaysian race. Although the process appeared difficult because of 

diversity in religion, language and culture, it would be more acceptable to the 

Chinese, Indians and other races, if they could see Malay success in all fields. 

 

 

8. Malay unity vital to progress, says Dr. M/New Straits Times /1980 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/Prominent_Leaders/Mahathir/N

ews_1968-2004/1968-1983/1980/00000121.pdf 

 

Malay unity is vital to ensure continued peace and progress in the 

country,said Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir  Mohamad. Disunity among the Malays 
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will only affect  the government’s efforts in bringing progress and prosperity 

to all the people. 

9. Gerakan to strive for Malaysian unity/The National Echo/ 2 Jan 1980 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/0002/TheNatio

nalEcho%5b2Jan1980%5bGerakanToStriveForM'sianUnity.pdf 

 

The Gerakan Party will strive harder to prove its genuine struggles to achieve 

national unity. Its deputy national president Dr. Lim Keng Yaik told the 

National Echo that the Party would continue to play their role in the eighties 

towards ensuring the progress of the people irrespective of race. 

 

 

10. National unity the MCA way/ New Straits Times/26 September 1983 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/0017/NewStrait

sTimes%5b26Sep1983%5bNationalUnityTheMcaWay.pdf 

 

The MCA believes that real nation all unity can only be achieved through 

racial integration. This is the political philosophy advocated and practiced by 

MCA, said Datuk Lee Kim Sai, chairman of the MCA Selangor State Liaison 

Committee. 

  

 

11. Lecturer: Why political parties can’t foster unity/ The Star/ 12 Jan 1983 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/0010/TheStar

%5b12Jan1983%5blecturerwhypoliticalparticescan'tfasterUnity.pdf 

 

None of the existing political parties have succeeded in uniting the Malays and 

the Chinese, particularly the peasants and workers, a University of Malaya 

professor said. Dr. Syed Husin Ali, of the university’s Institute of Advanced 

Studies, said the only unity between two groups was among their leaders and 

this was because they wanted to maintain the status quo. 

 

 

12. Creation of BN coalition brings unity to the people/Bernama/ 24 October 

1999 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/News-

Article/Hussein/General/15.pdf 

 

The history of cooperation between the BN parties began when the country 

was still under colonial rule, when UMNO and MCA entered into an electoral 

pact for the Kuala Lumpur Municipal Council election in 1952. It then led to 

the birth of the Alliance when the MIC representing the Indian community 

joined the Alliance pact. The Alliance then popularised the term “brothers and 

sisters” and the concept of mutual help to foster cooperation among the three 

political parties and hence, the three races. The cooperative spirit was 

threatened in a way after independence when the federal constitution 

provided for the right of association, leading to a rise in political parties based 

on race, religion and culture. 

 



 10 

 

 

13. Seow: Teamwork needed to achieve the NEP targets/ The Star/ 3  

      April 1981 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/0013/TheStar

%5b3Apr1981%5bSeowTeamworkNeededToAchieveTheNEPTargets.pdf 

 

National unity is too serious a matter to be played with, the Barisan Nasional 

MP for Bukit Mertajam. Mr Seow Hun Khim, said. It is imperative that we 

must continue to inculculate the right attitude in all people to fully understand 

the fabric of a multiracial society, the sensitivities of the various communities 

and seek to eliminate politicking in the process of nation building. The success 

or failure of the Fourth Malaysia Plan depends on the attitude and the 

response of the people. According to Mr. Seow, teamwork is required to 

achieve the socio-economic objectives of the country. National unity is 

premised upon the building of a fair and just society where the equilibrium of 

the legitimate interests of the various communities is maintained.  
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Selected Speeches 

 

1. Speech by Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj  

 

 

 
 

Source: http://library.perdana.org.my/Speech_tar/TAR3257.pdf 
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2. Speech by Tun Abdul Razak bin Hussein 

 

 
 

 

Source: http://library.perdana.org.my/Speech_ab/TR4871.pdf 
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3. Speech By Tun Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad   

 

 

 
 

Source: http://library.perdana.org.my/Speech_dmm/DMM20020126-1.pdf 
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Selected Articles 

 

1. Tunku Tells Malayan Youth: Have Tolerance, Goodwill and Perseverance/   

    September 14,1957 

 

 
 

 

 

Source:  

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/1957/SingaporeStand

ard%5b14Sept1957%5dHaveTolerance,GoodwillAndPerserverance.pdf 
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2.Hussein Appeals For Unity, Tolerance/ The National Echo/ October 14,1979 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/Digital_Content/NA/Newspaper/0002/TheNationalEcho

%5b14Oct1979%5bHusseinManikaATrulyGreatM'sian.pdf 
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3 . Dr. M: Sacrifice for Unity/ New Straits Times / August 20, 2005 

 

 
 

Source: 

http://library.perdana.org.my/News_2005/NST/Mahathir/NST_2005-08-30_b.pdf 
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4. Preserve National Unity / New Straits Times/ October 31, 2003 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Source: 

 

http://library.perdana.org.my/News_S/CN03-S-MAHATHIR-002.pdf 
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Contact Information 

 

For information regarding the library collections, please contact: 

 

 

Perdana Library 

Perdana Leadership Foundation  

No.1, Jalan P8H, Precint 8 

62250 Putrajaya, Malaysia 

 

Tel: +603-8885 8940/8954 

Fax: +603-8889 1166 

E-mail: perdana@perdana.org.my 

 

Contact Persons: Adnan / Munawar 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8.15am – 5.30pm 

Saturday and Sunday: Closed 

 

 


