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DR FARHAN NIZAMI; 
 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS; 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
 
1. IT IS INDEED A GREAT HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO ADDRESS THE 
OXFORD CENTRE FOR ISLAMIC STUDIES. I WOULD LIKE TO RECORD MY 
APPRECIATION TO DR FARHAN NIZAMI AND MEMBERS OF THE CENTRE FOR 
PROVIDING ME THIS VERY DISTINGUISHED PLATFORM. IT IS MY HOPE THAT THE 
CENTRE WILL CONTINUE TO FLOURISH AS A PREMIER INSTITUTIONS FOR THE 
STUDY OF THE ISLAMIC WORLD. MALAYSIA WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE 
CENTRE IN MANY OF ITS INITIATIVES, ESPECIALLY TOWARDS CREATING A 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM IN THE WEST. 
 
 
2. I SPEAK BEFORE YOU IN MANY CAPACITIES. I SPEAK FIRST AND FOREMOST AS A 
MUSLIM. I AM THE SON OF A RELIGION TEACHER, HIMSELF THE SON OF AN ALIM. 
WHEN I WAS YOUNG, I WOULD ATTEND THE ENGLISH SCHOOL NEAR MY VILLAGE 
IN THE MORNING. IN THE EVENINGS I WAS TAUGHT RELIGION IN MY 
GRANDFATHER’S MADRASSA WHICH STILL STANDS TODAY. I TRY TO WALK THE 
PATH OF ISLAM AS FAITHFULLY AND DEVOUTLY AS I CAN. 
 
 
3. I SPEAK TOO AS THE PRIME MINISTER OF A MULTI-RELIGIOUS NATION WHERE 
THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE ARE MUSLIM. BY THE BLESSING OF ALLAH, TODAY 
MY COUNTRY IS PEACEFUL, STABLE, DEMOCRATIC AND RAPIDLY DEVELOPING. 
PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS – MUSLIMS, BUDDHISTS, CHRISTIANS, HINDUS AND 
OTHERS – LIVE IN PEACE AND HARMONY, WITH MUTUAL RESPECT AND TOLERANCE 
FOR EACH OTHER. 
 
 
4. I SPEAK ALSO AS THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC 
CONFERENCE, OR O.I.C., A GROUPING OF 57 COUNTRIES WITH A POPULATION OF 
1.4 BILLION PEOPLE. WE COMPRISE A LITTLE MORE THAN A FIFTH OF HUMANITY. 
AS CHAIRPERSON OF THE O.I.C., IT IS MY OBLIGATION TO REFLECT THEIR 
SENTIMENT, THEIR GRIEVANCES AND THEIR ASPIRATIONS, AND TO CONVEY THEIR 
MESSAGE. 
 
 
 
 
 



LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
, 
5. THE MUSLIM WORLD HAS BEEN CONFRONTED WITH MANY CHALLENGES DURING 
ITS FIFTEEN CENTURIES OF EXISTENCE. LIKE JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY FROM 
WHICH IT DRAWS A COMMON LINEAGE, ISLAM WAS BORN AMIDST STRONG 
OPPOSITION. IT PREVAILED, AND WENT ON TO BECOME ONE OF THE WORLD’S 
GREAT RELIGIONS. BUT IT SUFFERED PERMANENT SCHISMS SOON AFTER THE 
DEATH OF THE PROPHET MUHHAMAD (PBUH). MUSLIM GOVERNMENTS SOON ALSO 
LOST SOME OF THE LOFTY AND PRISTINE VALUES THAT ISLAM STANDS FOR AND 
THAT THE EARLY GOVERNMENTS FAITHFULLY PRACTISED. TYRANNY AND 
OPPRESSIVE RULE BEGAN TO CREEP INTO THE MUSLIM POLITICAL LANDSCAPE. 
 
 
6. THE ARAB MUSLIM WORLD NEVERTHELESS SCALED THE HEIGHTS OF 
CIVILISATION, CULTURE AND LEARNING IN THE 8TH TO 11TH CENTURIES. IT 
LEARNT MUCH FROM THE GRECO-ROMAN CIVILISATION, ENRICHED IT, ABSORBED 
IT AND PASSED IT ON TO EUROPE. ARABIC BECAME THE LINGUA FRANCA OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST. LITERACY WAS HIGH COMPARED TO MEDIEVAL EUROPE. SCHOOLS 
WERE EVERYWHERE, AND UNIVERSITIES FLOURISHED. THE SEEDS OF A 
QUESTIONING AND SELF-CRITICAL CULTURE BEGAN TO TAKE ROOT.  
 
 
7. ALTHOUGH THE CRUSADES PLUNGED THE MUSLIM WORLD INTO DEEP CRISIS, IT 
WAS STILL CAPABLE OF REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER PERSIAN, SPANISH, 
OTTOMAN AND MUGHAL LEADERSHIP. MUSLIM NATIONS THEN FELL UNDER THE 
EUROPEAN COLONIAL YOKE. THEY LOST THEIR SOVEREIGNTY, AND THEIR PEOPLE 
LOST THEIR FREEDOM. THEIR RESOURCES WERE EXPLOITED AND PLUNDERED. 
PALESTINE WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM THE ARABS, AND MANY OF ITS PEOPLE 
BECAME DISPLACED AND REFUGEES FROM THEIR OWN LAND. 
 
 
8. SINCE WE BROKE FROM COLONIAL SERVITUDE, SOME OF US HAVE MANAGED TO 
PERFORM WELL. OIL HAS BEEN A BLESSING TO SOME COUNTRIES, ENABLING THEM 
TO ATTAIN LIVING STANDARDS THEY WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
ENJOY. SOME ALSO INSTITUTED PRAGMATIC POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
EDUCATIONAL REFORMS.  
 
 
9. BUT DESPITE SOME POST-COLONIAL SUCCESSES IN SOME PARTS OF THE 
MUSLIM WORLD, THERE IS ALSO MUCH CAUSE FOR DISMAY. THE SHEER WEIGHT 
OF THE PROBLEMS THAT FACE THE MUSLIM WORLD TODAY IS TREMENDOUS. MANY 
MUSLIM COUNTRIES ARE SYNONYMOUS WITH POVERTY, ILLITERACY AND 
MALNUTRITION. SOME STAND OUT BECAUSE OF OPPRESSION, TYRANNY AND 
INJUSTICE. GLOBALLY, MUSLIM COUNTRIES ARE DEVOID OF A COMMON VOICE 
THAT IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY.  
 
 
10. ONLY A SMALL MINORITY OF THE 57 MUSLIM MAJORITY COUNTRIES, FIVE TO 
BE EXACT, IS DEEMED AS HAVING HIGH HUMAN DEVELOPMENT BY THE U.N.D.P.. 
24 COUNTRIES ARE IN THE MEDIUM DEVELOPING CATEGORY. THE REMAINING 28, 
OR HALF THE MUSLIM WORLD, ARE CLASSIFIED AS HAVING LOW HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT. ONLY FIVE COUNTRIES IN THE MUSLIM WORLD ENJOY A PER 



CAPITA G.D.P. ABOVE $10,000 U.S. DOLLARS. 30 COUNTRIES HAVE A PER CAPITA 
G.D.P. OF LESS THAN $1,000 U.S. DOLLARS. 
 
 
11. ISLAM EMPHASISES THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE. THE QURAN BEGINS WITH 
THE WORD “IQRA” OR “READ”. BUT THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE IS WHERE 
MUCH OF THE MUSLIM WORLD LAGS. EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS ARE LOW AND 
ILLITERACY HIGH IN MANY COUNTRIES, DUE TO POVERTY, POOR MANAGEMENT 
AND ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES, WAR AND CONFLICT. IN SOME COUNTRIES 
MORE THAN HALF THE ADULT POPULATION IS ILLITERATE. 
 
 
12. CORRUPTION IS ANOTHER MAJOR PROBLEM IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. WE FARE 
EXTREMELY POORLY IN TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL’S CORRUPTION 
PERCEPTION INDEX. OF THE 133 COUNTRIES SURVEYED IN 2003, THE MUSLIM 
COUNTRY WITH THE BEST RECORD COULD ONLY RANK 26TH. FOUR MUSLIM 
COUNTRIES OCCUPIED THE LAST TEN RANKINGS. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
13. I HAVE PAINTED A PICTURE OF ALMOST WRETCHED CONDITIONS IN THE 
MUSLIM WORLD. IT IS REALITY, AND COMPOUNDING THIS HARSH REALITY IS A 
GLOBAL ORDER THAT EXACERBATES OUR SUFFERING. I AM WILLING TO ENGAGE IN 
SELF-CRITICISM, BUT THAT MUST BE TEMPERED WITH IDENTIFYING WHAT I FEEL 
ARE WANTON VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN DIGNITY, NATURAL JUSTICE, HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND INTERNATIONAL LAW THAT HAVE DIRECTLY AFFECTED THE MUSLIM WORLD. 
YES, WE HAVE OURSELVES TO BLAME, BUT THAT DOES NOT ABSOLVE POLICIES 
THAT CONTINUE TO OPPRESS, OBLITERATE AND VILIFY MILLIONS OF MUSLIMS 
AROUND THE WORLD.  
 
 
14. THERE ARE MANY INSTANCES OF OPPRESSION. BUT THE MOST OBVIOUS – AND 
THE ONE THAT EVERY MUSLIM TALKS ABOUT – IS PALESTINE. THE PALESTINIANS 
HAD THEIR LAND TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM BY THE BALFOUR DECLARATION, 
WHICH HAS BEEN APTLY DESCRIBED AS A “PROMISE OF ONE NATION TO GIVE TO A 
SECOND NATION THE LAND OF A THIRD NATION”.  
 
 
15. IT IS OBVIOUS TO THE MAJORITY OF THE WORLD – AS DEMONSTRATED BY 
SEVERAL UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS – THAT 
PALESTINIANS SHOULD BE AIDED AND SUPPORTED, AND ISRAEL PREVAILED UPON 
TO WITHDRAW BEYOND THE 1967 BORDER. INSTEAD EVERY ISSUE AND EVERY 
ARGUMENT IS TWISTED TO FAVOUR ISRAELI INTERESTS. THE OCCUPIER IS 
SUPPORTED AND ARMED WHILE THE PALESTINIANS ARE DENIED THE WEAPONS TO 
PROTECT THEMSELVES. ISRAELI TERRORIST ACTS AGAINST PALESTINIAN 
CIVILIANS ARE STUDIOUSLY IGNORED AND PORTRAYED AS BEING IN SELF-
DEFENCE. ONE DEVICE TO FACILITATE THIS IS TO DELIBERATELY CONFINE THE 
DEFINITION OF TERRORISM TO ACTS COMMITTED BY SUB-STATE OR NON-STATE 
GROUPS, AND EXCLUDE ACTS COMMITTED BY STATES. 
 
 



 
16. THE SENTIMENT OF GROSS BIAS AGAINST THE MUSLIM WORLD DOES NOT END 
WITH THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. THE WORLD MUST NEVER FORGET THAT IRAQ 
WAS ILLEGALLY INVADED. THE WORLD WAS TOLD BEFORE THE FACT THAT THE 
INVASION WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE OF AN IMMINENT THREAT POSED BY 
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. WE KNOW TODAY THAT THIS REASON WAS 
BASELESS. INSTEAD, TODAY WE ARE TOLD THAT THE INVASION HAS MADE THE 
WORLD A SAFER PLACE BECAUSE SADDAM HAS BEEN DEPOSED AND CAPTURED. 
PERHAPS ONCE AND, GOD WILLING, IF A CREDIBLE DEMOCRACY, A FUNCTIONING 
ECONOMY AND SECURITY AND ORDER ARE RESTORED, IRAQIS MAY APPRECIATE 
THE ABSENCE OF SADDAM. BUT THAT END CANNOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS.  
 
 
17. WHAT RIGHT DOES ANY COUNTRY HAVE TO UNILATERALLY INVADE ANOTHER?. 
YES, SADDAM WAS BRUTAL AND OPPRESSIVE, BUT THE CLIMATE OF FEAR CREATED 
BY A DOCTRINE OF PRE-EMPTION AND PREDOMINANCE IS EQUALLY OPPRESSIVE. 
IT IS OF GREAT CONCERN BECAUSE THERE SEEMS TO BE NO OBJECTIVE CRITERIA 
WHICH DETERMINES CERTAIN COURSES OF ACTION. INSTEAD WHAT WE SEE IS 
THE PRACTICE OF SELECTIVE PERSECUTION ON A GLOBAL BASIS WITH MUSLIM 
COUNTRIES BEARING THE BRUNT.  
 
 
18. IRAN IS TODAY THREATENED WITH DIRE CONSEQUENCES BECAUSE IT IS 
SUSPECTED TO BE ENRICHING URANIUM FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS MANUFACTURE. 
YET, THE DOMINANT VIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AVOIDS 
MENTIONING THE 200 NUCLEAR BOMBS ISRAEL IS WIDELY BELIEVED TO POSSESS 
IN THE DIMONA COMPLEX. NO INSPECTIONS ARE PRESSED, NO SANCTIONS 
THREATENED. CERTAINLY NO ATTACKS ON ISRAEL ARE ADVOCATED. 
 
 
19. THE PORTRAYAL OF ISLAM AS A RELIGION OF WAR AND MUSLIMS AS 
FANATICAL TERRORISTS BY IRRESPONSIBLE AND SHALLOW BROAD BRUSH 
STROKES MUST ALSO STOP. A NEGATIVE ISLAMIC STEREOTYPE IS NOT NEW OR 
UNIQUE TO THE POST-SEPTEMBER 11TH WORLD. THE NEGATIVE PROFILING OF 
ISLAM TODAY, IS REMINISCENT OF WESTERN PREJUDICES THAT WERE 
PROPOUNDED BY VOLTAIRE AND FRANCIS BACON IN THE 17TH AND 18TH 
CENTURIES. THE UNDERLYING PERCEPTION OF ISLAM IN THE WEST TODAY IS NOT 
TOO FAR FROM ERNEST RENAN’S LATE 19TH CENTURY DESCRIPTION OF A 
RELIGION THAT “IS THE COMPLETE NEGATION OF EUROPE… THE COMPLETE 
DISDAIN OF SCIENCE, THE SUPPRESSION OF CIVIL SOCIETY”. 
 
 
20. THERE CAN BE NO MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE FOR AS LONG AS THESE EXPLICIT 
AND LATENT SUSPICIONS REMAIN. TO THEIR CREDIT, SOME WESTERN LEADERS 
HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED THAT THIS IS NOT A WAR AGAINST ISLAM. BUT THIS 
CANNOT BE SUFFICIENT WHEN POPULAR SENTIMENT IS DRIVEN BY A 
SENSATIONALIST WESTERN MEDIA THAT FOCUSES ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON 
EXTREMIST DISCOURSE. ISLAM IS TREATED AS A MONOLITHIC RELIGION. THE 
NUANCES OF THE DEBATE WITHIN THE MUSLIM WORLD ARE TOTALLY IGNORED. 
THE DIVERSITY OF OPINION AMONG MUSLIMS IS UNHEARD OF. THE MANY 
PROGRESSIVE EXPERIMENTS UNDERWAY IN MUSLIM SOCIETIES ARE UNREPORTED.  



 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
 
21. I HAVE SPENT SOME TIME EXAMINING THE CRITICAL FAILURES OF MUSLIM 
COUNTRIES AND ALSO THE INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT IN WHICH THE MUSLIM 
WORLD FINDS ITSELF. I WOULD NOW LIKE TO TURN TO THE POSITIVE 
DEVELOPMENTS THAT CAN BE PURSUED IN ORDER TO EXTRICATE THE MUSLIM 
WORLD FROM THE MALAISE IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES, AND TO ENCOURAGE 
THE WEST TO ENGAGE IN A MORE SINCERE AND LESS PATRONISING DIALOGUE 
WITH US.  
 
 
22. LOOKING INWARDS, THE MUSLIM WORLD’S FIRST PRIORITY IS BETTER 
GOVERNANCE, FOR THIS IS THE SUREST WAY TO BRING LASTING PEACE, 
STABILITY AND PROSPERITY TO OUR PEOPLE. IN THIS REGARD, WE MUST SEEK 
IDEAS AND LEARN FROM BEST PRACTICES FROM ALL CORNERS OF THE WORLD. 
BUT THE MUSLIM WORLD CAN ALSO FIND GREAT INSPIRATION AND GUIDANCE 
FROM ISLAM AND ITS OWN BEST PRACTICES. IF ONLY WE REDISCOVER THE 
WISDOM THAT IS IN ISLAM, WE WILL FIND THAT IT IS THOROUGHLY APPLICABLE 
TO MODERN NEEDS. IT IS CERTAINLY NOT AN ARCHAIC AND IRRELEVANT VESTIGE 
OF A DISTANT PAST.  
 
 
23. THE ISLAMIC COMMITMENT TO GOOD GOVERNANCE IS CLEARLY EMBODIED IN 
THE HOLY QURAN. ANY MUSLIM LEADER ASSUMING POWER IN THEIR COUNTRY 
SHOULD BE REMINDED OF THE QURANIC VERSE IN SURAH AN NISAA VERSE 58: 
WHICH MEANS “ALLAH DOTH COMMAND YOU TO RENDER BACK YOUR TRUSTS TO 
THOSE TO WHOM THEY ARE DUE; AND WHEN YE JUDGE BETWEEN MAN AND MAN, 
THAT YE JUDGE WITH JUSTICE”.  
 
 
24. GOOD AND ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNANCE WAS ALSO DEMONSTRATED IN THE 
RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH) AS A LAW GIVER, 
ADMINISTRATOR, JUDGE AND MILITARY COMMANDER. IT IS ALSO INSTRUCTIVE TO 
LOOK TO RIGHTEOUS PRECEDENTS SUCH AS THE INAUGURATION SPEECH OF ABU 
BAKR AS-SIDDIQ AS THE FIRST CALIPH, WHERE HE ASKED HIS FOLLOWERS TO 
CORRECT HIM IF HE ERRED IN HIS DECISIONS.  
 
 
25. THE SHARIAH AS IT EVOLVED THROUGH THE CENTURIES ALSO GAVE DUE 
EMPHASIS TO MORAL LEADERSHIP AS THE ESSENTIAL PREREQUISITE FOR A 
GOVERNMENT THAT UPHOLDS ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES AND VALUES. HONESTY AND 
INTEGRITY; A PASSION FOR JUSTICE AND A SENSE OF FAIRNESS; LOVE OF THE 
PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE POOR, AND A WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN TO THEIR 
GRIEVANCES; AND A READINESS TO SEEK COUNSEL FROM THE WISE AND THE 
LEARNED, WERE SOME OF THE ATTRIBUTES OF LEADERSHIP AND GOOD 
GOVERNANCE OUTLINED BY FAMOUS ISLAMIC THINKERS SUCH AS AL FARABI AND 
AL MAWARDI, AL GHAZZALI AND IBN KHALDUN.  
 
 



 
26. JUSTICE IN PARTICULAR FIGURES PROMINENTLY IN THE ISLAMIC NOTION OF 
GOOD GOVERNANCE. IT IS BECAUSE JUSTICE IS SO PIVOTAL TO GOOD 
GOVERNANCE THAT CONCEPTS SUCH AS EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW AND THE 
RULE OF LAW WERE GIVEN SO MUCH IMPORTANCE IN EARLY ISLAMIC 
JURISPRUDENCE. IT MAY ALSO BE WORTHY OF NOTE THAT LONG BEFORE THE 
MODERN ERA, ISLAMIC LAW HAD ALREADY RECOGNISED THE CENTRALITY OF DUE 
PROCESS. 
 
 
27. THE RULE OF LAW AND DUE PROCESS IN TURN ARE LINKED TO YET ANOTHER 
VITAL PRINCIPLE IN ISLAM: THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY. IT IS 
SIGNIFICANT THAT MORE THAN 1,400 YEARS AGO THE FOURTH CALIPH, ALI IBN 
ABI TALIB, DECLARED THAT JUDGES SHOULD BE “ABOVE EVERY KIND OF 
EXECUTIVE PRESSURE OR INFLUENCE, FEAR OR FAVOUR, INTRIGUE OR 
CORRUPTION”. INDEED, A NUMBER OF JUDGES IN MUSLIM HISTORY HAD 
DEFENDED THE INDEPENDENCE OF THEIR OFFICE EVEN AT THE COST OF THEIR 
LIVES.  
 
 
28. IF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY WAS A SACROSANCT PRINCIPLE IN 
ISLAM SO WAS PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY WHICH MANY CONTEMPORARY THINKERS 
WOULD REGARD AS THE CORNERSTONE OF ETHICAL GOVERNANCE. FOLLOWING 
THE PROPHET’S EXAMPLE, THE SECOND CALIPH, UMAR AL-KATTHAB, ENSURED 
THAT EVERY ASPECT OF PERSONAL CONDUCT THAT IMPINGED UPON THE WELL-
BEING OF THE PEOPLE WAS SUBJECT TO PUBLIC SCRUTINY. HENCE, THAT 
REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF UMAR SEEKING THE PERMISSION OF THE PEOPLE TO 
USE A BIT OF THE MEDICINE KEPT IN THE BAIT-UL-MAL FOR HIS AILMENT. 
 
 
29. THE OBSERVANCE OF THE CANON OF ACCOUNTABILITY IN ISLAM WAS OFTEN 
MATCHED BY RESPECT FOR THE PEOPLE’S VIEWS. MORALLY UPRIGHT CALIPHS 
ACCOMMODATED OPINIONS THAT WERE DIFFERENT FROM THEIRS. IN FACT, THERE 
IS A HADITH THAT EVEN EULOGISES DIFFERENCES OF OPINION WITHIN THE 
UMMAH AS A SIGN OF DIVINE BLESSING. IT EXPLAINS WHY, AT DIFFERENT POINTS 
IN MUSLIM HISTORY, THERE WERE HEALTHY DISCUSSIONS AND DEBATES ABOUT 
RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL MATTERS AMONG SCHOLARS AND SEGMENTS OF THE 
POPULACE. 
 
 
30. IT IS WITH THIS IN MIND THAT TODAY WE MUST ALSO ENCOURAGE REFORM 
AND RENEWAL IN ISLAMIC THOUGHT. I HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT BY OPENING 
UP THE DISCURSIVE SPACE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD, WE ENRICH OUR 
INTELLECTUAL TRADITION AND DIRECTLY CHALLENGE THE EXTREMIST DOCTRINES 
THAT ISLAM HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS. 
MUSLIM POLITICAL LEADERS, SCHOLARS AND INTELLECTUALS MUST BE 
COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO ENCOURAGE, AND NOT STIFLE, VOICES OF 
MODERATION AND REASON. WHETHER ONE REFERS TO THESE VOICES AS 
MODERNIST ISLAM, OR PROGRESSIVE ISLAM, OR EVEN LIBERAL ISLAM, I BELIEVE 
THEY HAVE AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE TO THE RENEWAL OF ISLAMIC 
THOUGHT. 
 
 



31. ISLAM MUST NOT BE OSSIFIED AND FOSSILISED BY BLIND IMITATION OF 
TRADITIONAL THOUGHT AND OPINION. RIGID OBSCURANTISM, EXCLUSIVELY 
LITERALIST DOCTRINES AND ATAVISTIC NOTIONS OF A PAST IDEAL PREVENTS 
ISLAM FROM BEING A RELIGION FOR ALL TIME AS INTENDED BY ALLAH. WE MUST 
BE OPEN TO THE PROSPECT OF REFORM OR ISLAH AND RENEWAL OR TAJDID. 
 
 
32. IN THIS REGARD, I HAVE REPREATEDLY CALLED FOR THE RELEVANCE OF 
CONTEMPORARY IJTIHAD WHICH IS THE EFFORT A MUSLIM JURIST OR SCHOLAR 
MAKES IN ORDER TO DEDUCE A LAW OR OPINION, WHICH IS NOT SELF-EVIDENT, 
FROM THE SOURCES OF THE SHARIA. THE PROBLEMS THAT CONTEMPORARY 
MUSLIM SOCIETIES ARE CONFRONTED WITH TODAY ARE NOT THE PROBLEMS OF 
THE 6TH CENTURY. POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS, ECONOMIC SYSTEMS AND SOCIETAL 
STRUCTURES ARE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT EXISTED DURING THE TIME OF PROPHET 
MUHAMMAD (PBUH), THE PIOUS CALIPHS AND THE GREAT IMAMS AND SCOLARS OF 
ISLAM. PEOPLE ARE ORGANISED UNDER NATION STATES TODAY AND NOT 
ALLIANCES OF TRIBES. THE WORLD ECONOMIC SYSTEM HAS INCREASED IN DEPTH 
AND BREADTH, AND IS INCREASINGLY INTERLINKED. SCIENCE IS CONSTANTLY 
PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT. ISLAMIC THOUGHT MUST 
NOT BE ISOLATED FROM THESE CHANGES. 
 
 
33. THE CONTEMPORARY ISLAMIC SCHOLAR, YUSUF AL-QARADAWI ACUTELY 
RECOGNISES THE NECESSITY FOR RENEWAL IN ISLAMIC THOUGHT AND HAS 
VOICED HIS FEAR THAT MODERN ISLAMIC MOVEMENTS WILL OPPOSE THE “FREE 
THINKERS AMONG ITS CHILDREN” AND CLOSE “THE DOOR TO RENEWAL AND 
IJTIHAD, CONFINING ITSELF TO ONLY ONE TYPE OF THINKING THAT DOES NOT 
ACCEPT ANY OTHER VIEWPOINTS”. 
 
 
34. THE INCREASING RELEVANCE OF CONTEMPORARY IJTIHAD MUST ALSO BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY A RENEWED EMPHASIS TOWARDS THE UNDERSTANDING OF AL-
MAQASID AL-SHARIAH OR THE OBJECTIVES OF ISLAMIC LAW. ISLAMIC LEGAL AND 
INTELLECTUAL THOUGHT CANNOT ONLY PREOCCUPY ITSELF WITH CONFORMITY TO 
THE LETTER OF THE DIVINE TEXT. THE SHARIAH MUST NOT ONLY BE SEEN AS A 
SET OF BLACK LETTER LAWS BUT ALSO AS A SYSTEM OF VALUES, WHERE THE 
SPECIFIC RULES AND LAWS ARE MANIFESTATIONS OF THOSE OVERRIDING 
VALUES. 
 
 
35. THE SCIENCE OF AL-MAQASID AL-SHARIAH WAS AN IMPORTANT BUT OFTEN 
NEGLECTED DEVELOPMENT IN ISLAMIC HISTORY. ITS DEVELOPMENT BY THINKERS 
SUCH AS HUJJATUL ISLAM AL-IMAM AL-GHAZZALI AND AL-SHATIBI WAS 
MOTIVATED OUT OF A SIMILAR CONCERN THAT WE FACE TODAY – THAT ISLAMIC 
THOUGHT MUST CONCERN ITSELF WITH THE BROADER OBJECTIVES OF OUR 
RELIGION AND NOT SOLELY ON ITS PROHIBITIVE ASPECTS OR EXCLUSIVELY 
LITERAL INTERPRETATIONS.  
 
 
36. AL-IMAM AL-GHAZZALI’S SPECIFIC IDENTIFICATION OF FIVE MAIN OBJECTIVES 
OF THE SHARIA, NAMELY LIFE, INTELLECT, FAITH, PROPERTY AND PROGENY IS 
RELEVANT TODAY. OTHER THINKERS HAVE SINCE ADDED TO THAT LIST JUSTICE, 
HUMAN DIGNITY AND EVEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE SCIENCE OF AL-



MAQASID ALLOWS MUSLIMS TO FOCUS ON A MORE FUNDAMENTAL NOTION OF 
RELIGION, FREEING US FROM EXCESSIVE LITERALISM AND LEGALISM. IT IS 
THROUGH THIS THAT I BELIEVE MUSLIMS CAN FIND ANSWERS TO CONTEMPORARY 
PROBLEMS FROM WITHIN OUR FAITH. 
 
 
37. BY UNDERSTANDING THE AL-MAQASID AL-SHARIAH AND BY PLACING IT AS A 
BASIS FOR CONTEMPORARY IJTIHAD, WE ARE ALSO REKINDLING A TRADITION OF 
REASON AND INTELLECTUAL INQUIRY, WHICH WILL IN TURN LEAD TO A CULTURE 
OF LEARNING AMONG MUSLIMS. THE GREAT EGYPTIAN REFORMER MUHAMMAD 
‘ABDUH APTLY OBSEVRED AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY THAT “THE QURAN 
DIRECTS US, ENJOINING RATIONAL PROCEDURE AND INTELLECTUAL ENQUIRY INTO 
THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE UNIVERSE, AND AS FAR AS MAY BE, INTO ITS 
PARTICULARS, SO AS TO COME BY CERTAINTY IN RESPECT OF THE THINGS TO 
WHICH IT GUIDES. IT FORBIDS US TO BE SLAVISHLY CREDULOUS, AND FOR OUR 
STIMULUS POINTS THE MORAL OF PEOPLE WHO SIMPLY FOLLOWED THEIR FATHERS 
WITH COMPLACENT SATISFACTION AND WERE FINALLY INVOLVED IN AN UTTER 
COLLAPSE OF THEIR BELIEFS AND THEIR OWN DISAPPEARANCE AS A COMMUNITY”. 
 
 
38. ‘ABDUH’S OBSERVATIONS COULD EASILY BE BASED ON VERSE 190 FROM 
SURAH ALI-IMRAN IN THE QURAN: WHICH MEANS “BEHOLD! IN THE CREATION OF 
THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND THE ALTERNATIONS OF NIGHT AND DAY, 
THERE ARE INDEED SIGNS FOR MEN OF UNDERSTANDING”.  
 
 
39. THE ULUL AL-BAB OR MEN OF UNDERSTANDING THE QURAN REFERS TO ARE 
PEOPLE OF REASON, OF SCIENCE, OF PHILOSOPHY AND OF TECHNOLOGY. TO ME 
THE VERSE REPRESENTS A CATEGORICAL IMPERATIVE FOR MUSLIMS TO 
UNSHACKLE OUR MINDS AND, FURTHER, TO ACQUIRE AND MASTER THE SCIENCES 
AND TECHNOLOGY IN ORDER TO STAY RELEVANT IN THE MODERN WORLD. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
40. AS FAR AS MALAYSIA IS CONCERNED, I BELIEVE WE HAVE TRIED TO WALK THE 
MIDDLE PATH OF MODERATION. WE HAVE COMMITTED OURSELVES TO THE 
QURANIC EXHORTATION IN SURAH AL-BAQARA VERSE 143: WHICH MEANS “THUS 
HAVE WE MADE YOU AN UMMAH JUSTLY BALANCED”. A DIVINE REMINDER FOR 
MUSLIMS TO OBSERVE AND PRACTICE MODERATION, AND TO AVOID THE 
EXTREMES. 
 
 
41. WHILE WE RECOGNISE THAT RITUALS ARE IMPORTANT, THAT THE WRITTEN 
WORD OF THE QURAN IS SACRED, WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT AS MUSLIMS WE MUST 
ALSO UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT AND ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES OF OUR RELIGION. WE 
ALSO BELIEVE THAT RITUALS ALONE WILL NOT MAKE US GOOD MUSLIMS. WE ARE 
ENJOINED TO FIND SUCCESS IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE HEREAFTER. WE MUST 
THEREFORE NEVER FORGET ABOUT PROGRESS IN THIS WORLD. 
 
 
 
 



42. OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES, WE HAVE SEEN THE RAPID RISE OF ISLAMIST 
MOVEMENTS. MANY OF THESE GROUPS HAVE BECOME POLITICAL AND PARTICIPATE 
IN THE LEGITIMATE POLITICAL FRAMEWORKS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES. 
SOME OF THESE GROUPS HAVE REMAINED APOLITICAL, CONCENTRATING INSTEAD 
ON SOCIAL AND DAKWAH, OR MISSIONARY, ACTIVITIES. AND, UNFORTUNATELY, 
SOME HAVE TAKEN TO VIOLENCE. 
 
 
43. THOSE THAT WORK WITHIN THEIR COUNTRY’S POLITICAL FRAMEWORK HAVE 
BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH, WHAT IS REFERRED TO AS, POLITICAL ISLAM. THEY 
PARTICIPATE IN POLITICS, YET THEY ENVISION A GOAL WHICH MAY BE VERY 
DIFFERENT FROM THE POLITICAL SYSTEM IN WHICH THEY PARTICIPATE.  
 
 
44. IN MY COUNTRY, THE OPPOSITION PAN-MALAYSIA ISLAMIC PARTY HAS 
POLITICISED RELIGION TO THE EXTENT THAT IT CLAIMS A MONOPOLY ON ISLAM. 
THEY CANVASS FOR VOTES BY TELLING VILLAGERS THAT THEY WOULD BE 
ASSURED OF HEAVEN IF THEY VOTE FOR THEIR PARTY. THEY HAVE BEEN KNOWN 
TO DECREE MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OF MY PARTY AS INFIDELS. 
 
 
45. DURING THE GENERAL ELECTIONS IN 1999, THE ISLAMIC PARTY SAW ITS 
BIGGEST GAINS EVER. IT TRIPLED ITS REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT AND 
TOOK CONTROL OF AN OIL-RICH STATE. FACED WITH A STRENGTHENED ISLAMIST 
OPPOSITION, SOME IN MY PARTY – WHICH PROMOTES AN INCLUSIVE AND 
PROGRESSIVE ISLAM – THOUGHT THAT WE HAD TO BECOME MORE ISLAMIST THAN 
THE OPPOSITION. THIS WAS, OF COURSE, A VERY DANGEROUS SLIPPERY SLOPE. I 
BELIEVED THAT MALAYSIAN POLITICAL CHOICES WERE INFLUENCED TO SOME 
EXTENT ON THE ISSUE OF RELIGIOSITY, BUT WHAT WAS MORE IMPORTANT TO THE 
VOTERS WERE GOOD GOVERNANCE AND BROAD-BASED ECONOMIC GROWTH. 
 
 
46. WHEN I TOOK OVER IN OCTOBER OF LAST YEAR, I EMBARKED ON SOME 
MODEST REFORMS IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THE GRIEVANCES WHICH LED TO OUR 
EROSION OF SUPPORT IN 1999. I TOOK A HARD LINE ON CORRUPTION. I ORDERED 
AN EXTENSIVE REFORM PROGRAM FOR THE POLICE FORCE. I STRESSED ON THE 
NEED TO HAVE CREDIBLE AND INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT LIKE 
THE JUDICIARY. I EMBARKED ON BALANCING THE BUDGET AND REDIRECTING 
GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON NEEDY SOCIOECONOMIC PROGRAMS. I EMPHASIZED 
ON THE NEED TO DEVELOP THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR SO THAT THE RURAL 
AREAS – WHICH ARE PREDOMINANTLY MUSLIM – WOULD NOT BE LEFT BEHIND. 
 
 
47. BY THE GRACE OF ALLAH, THE ELECTORATE RESPONDED. MY PARTY WAS 
RETURNED WITH ITS BIGGEST MAJORITY SINCE INDEPENDENCE AND WE WERE 
ABLE WIN BACK THE STATE WE LOST IN 1999. WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT WE 
CAN ROLL BACK THE ISLAMISTS, NOT BY ENGAGING IN A ‘HOLIER-THAN-THOU’ 
CONTEST, BUT BY ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF ANGER AND FRUSTRATION. 
I POSTULATE THAT THE ISSUES THAT WE ADDRESSED ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE IN 
MANY OTHER MUSLIM COUNTRIES, AND BY TACKLING THESE ISSUES, ISLAMISTS 
CAN BE OVERCOME IN A DEMOCRATIC CONTEST.  
 
 



48. BUT THERE WAS AN ISLAMIC DIMENSION TO ALL OF THIS. IT CANNOT BE 
DENIED THAT ISLAM HAS BECOME AN INCREASINGLY POWERFUL IMPERATIVE FOR 
MUSLIMS TO ACT TODAY. MUSLIMS FIND IT COMPELLING AND OBLIGATORY TO ACT 
IN THE NAME OF ALLAH AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE RELIGION. SADLY, THIS GREAT 
IMPERATIVE HAS RESULTED IN ACTIONS THAT ISLAM PROHIBITS AND CONDEMNS. 
KILLING INNOCENT PEOPLE AND BOMBING HARMLESS TARGETS ARE ALL ACTS 
THAT HAVE BEEN MISGUIDEDLY COMMITTED IN THE NAME OF ALLAH. 
 
 
49. IT DEMONSTRATES, HOWEVER, HOW POWERFUL AN IMPERATIVE RELIGION CAN 
BE. IN MALAYSIA, WE BELIEVE THAT THIS COMPULSION TO ACT BECAUSE OF 
RELIGION CAN BE DIRECTED TOWARDS GOOD, TOWARDS PROGRESS, TOWARDS 
DEVELOPMENT. WE CALL THIS APPROACH ISLAM HADHARI, LITERALLY 
CIVILISATIONAL ISLAM, OR AN APPROACH TOWARDS A PROGRESSIVE ISLAMIC 
CIVILISATION. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT VALUES SUBSTANCE AND NOT FORM. IT 
IS AN APPROACH THAT SEEKS TO MAKE MUSLIMS UNDERSTAND THAT PROGRESS 
IS ENJOINED BY ISLAM. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH 
MODERNITY AND YET FIRMLY ROOTED IN THE NOBLE VALUES AND INJUNCTIONS 
OF ISLAM. IT POSITS TEN FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES WHICH MUSLIM COUNTRIES 
MUST DEMONSTRATE: 
 

I. FAITH AND PIETY IN ALLAH; 
II. A JUST AND TRUSTWORTHY GOVERNMENT; 

III. A FREE AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE; 
IV. A VIGOROUS PURSUIT AND MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE; 
V. BALANCED AND COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; 

VI. A GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE; 
VII. PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF MINORITY GROUPS AND WOMEN; 

VIII. CULTURAL AND MORAL INTEGRITY; 
IX. AFEGUARDING NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT; 
X. STRONG DEFENCE CAPABILITIES 

 
 
50. WITH THESE PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE US, WITH OUR CONSISTENT AND 
CONTINUING RECORD OF IMPROVING GOVERNANCE FOR THE PEOPLE, AND BY 
PRACTISING AND OBSERVING A HIGH COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY, 
MALAYSIA OFFERS A MODEST WORKING MODEL OF RENEWAL, REFORM AND, 
PERHAPS, RENAISSANCE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. I DO NOT PRETEND THAT 
MALAYSIA HAS ALL THE ANSWERS TO THE MANY PROBLEMS OF THE MUSLIM 
WORLD. I AM ALSO AWARE THAT DIFFERENT COUNTRIES NEED DIFFERENT 
SOLUTIONS TO THEIR PROBLEMS. BUT I DO BELIEVE THAT MALAYSIA CAN BE A 
SHOWCASE OF WHAT IT IS TO BE A SUCCESSFUL, MODERN MUSLIM COUNTRY. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
 
51. MALAYSIA CHAIRS THE O.I.C. AT A VERY CRITICAL JUNCTURE FOR THE MUSLIM 
WORLD. I BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE AN INCREASING NUMBER OF MUSLIM 
COUNTRIES IN THE O.I.C. THAT RECOGNISE THE SHORTCOMINGS AND FAILURES 
IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. SOME ARE EMBRACING THE REFORMS THAT I HAVE 
SPOKEN OF. INITIATIVES ARE BEING MADE TOWARDS GOOD GOVERNANCE AND AN 
INTELLECTUALLY MORE OPEN AND VIBRANT UMMAH. BUT THESE STEPS CANNOT BE 



TAKEN IN ISOLATION. REFORMS IN THE MUSLIM WORLD MUST BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY VISIBLE AND MEANINGFUL CHANGES TO THE FOREIGN POLICIES OF KEY 
WESTERN COUNTRIES. 
 
 
52. IF THE POLICIES OF THESE COUNTRIES REMAIN AS DOGMATIC AND 
MANICHEAN AS THEY HAVE BEEN, ALMOST MIRRORING THE HARD LINE STANCE OF 
SOME EXTRMISTS IN THE MUSLIM WORLD, THEN THOSE OF US WHO WANT 
REFORM, RENEWAL AND PROGRESS WILL LOSE OUT. IF THE DOMINANT WESTERN 
POLICY REMAINS UNCHANGED, IT WILL HARDEN ATTITUDES IN THE MUSLIM 
WORLD. THOSE WHO WANT TO CARVE A MODERATE SPACE IN THE MIDDLE WILL 
BE LABELED APOLOGISTS AND, WORSE, APOSTATES. THE EXTREMISTS ON BOTH 
SIDES WILL DRIVE OUR CIVILISATIONS APART AND THE TWAIN MAY NEVER MEET. 
 
 
53. THE MUSLIM WORLD DOES NOT WANT LIP SERVICE FROM THE WEST THAT THIS 
IS NOT A WAR AGAINST ISLAM. THE TIME FOR ACTION IS OVERDUE. FIRST, THE 
WAR ON TERRORISM MUST RECOGNISE AND ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF 
TERRORISM LIKE THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. THE WEST MUST ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE POWERFUL EMOTIONAL PULL THAT PALESTINE HAS ON MUSLIMS. SECOND, IS 
TO ADDRESS THE ABJECT CONDITIONS IN WHICH THE MAJORITY OF MUSLIMS LIVE 
IN TODAY. THERE HAS BEEN NO GENUINE ARTICULATION, LET ALONE ACTION, 
FROM THE WEST TOWARDS PROMOTING TRADE, INVESTMENTS AND CAPACITY 
BUILDING IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. THIRD, AS I MENTIONED IN MY ADDRESS TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY EARLIER THIS WEEK, IS TO 
STRENGTHEN MULTILATERALISM AND REFORM THE U.N. SO THAT IT GENUINELY 
REFLECTS THE VIEWS OF THE MAJORITY OF ITS MEMBERS.  
 
 
54. BUT EVEN BEFORE ADDRESSING ANY OF THESE ISSUES, THE WEST NEEDS TO 
UNDERSTAND SOMETHING ABOUT THE MUSLIM WORLD. I ONCE DEBATED WITH A 
SENIOR OFFICIAL FROM THE UNITED STATES ABOUT THE NEED TO ADDRESS WHAT 
I CALL THE ROOT CAUSES OF TERRORISM. THE OFFICIAL TOLD ME THAT IT WAS 
NOT IMPORTANT BECAUSE HIGHJACKERS ON SEPTEMBER 11TH WERE MOSTLY 
WELL-EDUCATED, UPPER MIDDLE CLASS MUSLIMS. I WAS TOLD THAT THEY WERE 
NOT POOR NEITHER WERE THEY FROM PALESTINE, SO THE TWO ISSUES DID NOT 
MOTIVATE THEM.  
 
 
55. WHAT THE WEST NEEDS TO LEARN ABOUT THE MUSLIM WORLD IS, 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE OCCASIONAL DISUNITY AMONG O.I.C MEMBER 
COUNTRIES, MUSLIMS SEE OURSELVES AS A COLLECTIVE UMMAH. UNLIKE 
WESTERN INDIVIDUALISM, MUSLIMS HAVE A STRONG SENSE OF FRATERNITY AS A 
COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS. THIS MEANS EMPATHY. THIS IS WHY MUSLIMS WHO 
ARE NOT AFFECTED BY POVERTY OR WHO HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH PALESTINE 
FEEL SO STRONGLY ABOUT THIS ISSUE. THIS IS WHY WITHOUT ADDRESSING THE 
ROOT CAUSES, THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM WILL NOT SUCCEED. 
 
 
56. AS CHAIR OF THE O.I.C., MALAYSIA WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT, AS WE HAVE 
SINCE THE SEPTEMBER 11TH ATTACKS, THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM. WE WILL 
CONDEMN TERRORIST ACTS COMMITTED BY MUSLIMS. WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
CONFRONT THOSE WHO CLAIM TO FIGHT IN THE NAME OF ISLAM BUT ARE NOT 



WORTHY TO BE CALLED MUSLIMS. WE WILL ENCOURAGE REFORMS IN THE MUSLIM 
WORLD. BUT AT THE SAME TIME, MALAYSIA WILL CONTINUE TO USE OUR 
RESOURCES AND GOODWILL TOWARDS PRESSING FOR SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES IN 
THE WAY THE WORLD WORKS. WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, IS A 
WILLINGNESS FOR THE WEST TO MEET US HALF WAY AND DEMONSTRATE THAT 
THEIR POLICIES CAN CHANGE ACCORDINGLY. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
57. I HAVE SPOKEN ABOUT THE PROBLEMS AND I HAVE POINTED THE WAY IN 
WHICH I BELIEVE THE MUSLIM WORLD AND THE WEST SHOULD PROCEED. 
SPEECHES BY PRIME MINISTERS NORMALLY END HERE. BUT TODAY, I WANT TO 
OFFER SOMETHING A LITTLE MORE. I WANT TO OFFER A SPECIFIC COMMITMENT 
FROM MY COUNTRY IN MOVING THE PROCESS ALONG, SO I ASK FOR A LITTLE 
MORE OF YOUR TIME. 
 
 
58. FOR THE REMAINDER OF OUR TERM AS CHAIR OF THE O.I.C., I AM COMMITTING 
MY GOVERNMENT TO THREE KEY AREAS. THE FIRST IS TO ESTABLISH MALAYSIA AS 
A CENTRE FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION. NOT ENOUGH WORK IS BEING DONE 
FORMALLY IN MUSLIM WORLD IN TRYING TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS. WHILE I 
SUPPORT INITIATIVES TOWARDS CIVILISATIONAL DIALOGUE, I BELIEVE IT WILL BE 
MORE MEANINGFUL IF THE COMMONALITIES OF PRINCIPLES AND IDEALS AMONG 
AND WITHIN CIVILISATIONS ARE MATCHED WITH MEASURES TO BUILD 
CONFIDENCE AND SECURE PEACE IN CONFLICT AREAS. 
 
 
59. THIS INITIATIVE SHOULD NOT BE CONFINED TO CONFLICT AREAS IN THE 
MUSLIM WORLD, BUT ALSO TO OTHER NATIONS IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD. 
SINCE PEACE IS AT THE HEART OF THE ISLAMIC FAITH, I BELIEVE THAT WE 
SHOULD DEMONSTRATE OUR COMMITMENT TO PEACE IN A FORMAL, STRUCTURED 
AND INSTITUTIONALISED MANNER. WE WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION CENTRES IN THE WEST TO LEARN FROM THEM SO THAT MALAYSIA 
WILL BE ABLE TO USE OUR GOODWILL IN THE MUSLIM AND DEVELOPING WORLD 
TO SEEK LASTING, SUSTAINABLE RESOLUTIONS TO CONFLICTS. 
 
 
60. SECOND, I WOULD LIKE MALAYSIA TO TAKE THE LEAD IN ENERGISING TRADE 
AND SERVICES IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. AT THE MOMENT INTRA-TRADE BETWEEN 
O.I.C. MEMBER COUNTRIES IS WORTH 800 BILLION U.S. DOLLARS, WHICH IS ONLY 
6-7% OF TOTAL WORLD TRADE. IF TRADE AND INVESTMENTS ARE SEEN AS 
NECESSARY INGREDIENTS FOR DEVELOPMENT, WE WANT TO ENCOURAGE THE 
RICH CAPITAL AVAILABLE IN SOME MUSLIM COUNTRIES TO BE ALLOCATED AND 
INVESTED IN POTENTIAL GROWTH MARKETS IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. 
 
 
61. IN PARTICULAR, MALAYSIA WILL BE FOCUSED ON THE NICHE AREAS OF HALAL 
PRODUCTS AND ISLAMIC FINANCIAL SERVICES THAT ARE OF GREAT POTENTIAL. 
THE GLOBAL HALAL FOOD MARKET HAS BEEN ESTIMATED TO BE WORTH 150 
BILLION U.S. DOLLARS A YEAR. IF MORE OF THE 1.8 BILLION MUSLIM CONSUMERS 
WORLD-WIDE CAN BE TAPPED INTO, THE HALAL FOOD MARKET CAN GROW TO 
MORE THAN 560 BILLION U.S. DOLLARS A YEAR. 



 
 
62. SIMILARLY, ISLAMIC FINANCIAL SERVICES IS ANOTHER SECTOR WITH 
TREMENDOUS GROWTH POTENTIAL. WITH CURRENTLY OVER 250 BILLION U.S. 
DOLLARS WORTH OF ISLAMIC ASSETS UNDER MANAGEMENT AND A FURTHER 400 
BILLION U.S. DOLLARS IN ISLAMIC FINANCIAL AND EQUITY INVESTMENTS BEING 
MADE, THE NUMBERS ARE NOT INSIGNIFICANT. WE ARE ESTIMATING A 20-30% 
RATE OF GROWTH FOR ISLAMIC FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS PER ANNUM, WITH MANY 
CUSTOMERS AND CLIENTS COMING FROM NON-MUSLIM INDIVIDUAL AND 
INSTITUTIONS. 
 
 
63. THIRD, I WOULD LIKE TO OFFER MALAYSIA AS THE FOCAL POINT FOR 
PROMOTING A MORE OPEN AND DIVERSE ISLAMIC DISCOURSE. OUR UNIVERSITIES 
WILL WORK TOGETHER WITH INSTITUTIONS AROUND THE WORLD, SUCH AS THE 
OXFORD CENTRE, TO PROMOTE A CRITICAL DIALOGUE THAT NEEDS TO TAKE PLACE 
WITHIN THE MUSLIM WORLD. AS MUCH AS IT IS NECESSARY FOR MUSLIMS TO 
FIND COMMON GROUND WITH PEOPLE OF OTHER FAITHS, WE MUST ALSO OPEN UP 
THE DISCOURSE WITHIN THE UMMAH.  
 
 
64. MALAYSIA WILL INVITE SCHOLARS OF ISLAM FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD TO 
INITIATE THE PROCESS OF INTELLECTUAL REFORM AND RENEWAL. THIS WILL NOT 
BE EASY. WE MAY INITIALLY BE OPPOSED BY THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT THEY AND 
ONLY THEY CAN PARTICIPATE IN RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE. IT IS FOR THIS REASON 
THAT THIS EFFORT MUST NOT BE EXCLUSIVIST IN NATURE. WHILE I BELIEVE THAT 
PROGRESSIVE OR MODERNIST THINKERS MUST BE GIVEN THE SPACE AND 
OPPORTUNITY TO PROPAGATE THEIR VIEWS, I BELIEVE IT MUST BE DONE WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF A DIALOGUE WITHIN ISLAM INVOLVING THOSE WITH MORE 
CONSERVATIVE OR LITERALIST LEANINGS. 
 
 
65. COMMENTATORS IN THE WEST WHO HAVE PICKED UP ON THE NUANCES OF 
THIS DEBATE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD HAVE CATEGORISED IT AS A ‘BATTLE’ 
WITHIN ISLAM BETWEEN THE MODERATES AND THE CONSERVATIVES. I WOULD 
RATHER FASHION IT AS A DIALOGUE. A ‘BATTLE’ OVER WHO WOULD CLAIM OR 
RECLAIM OWNERSHIP OVER ISLAMIC DISCOURSE WOULD NOT BENEFIT ANYONE IN 
THE MUSLIM WORLD. IT WOULD BECOME A ZERO-SUM GAME. INSTEAD, WE MUST 
GET SCHOLARS WHO ARE TRAINED IN THE TRADITIONS TO INTERACT WITH 
SCHOLARS TRAINED IN THE MODERN DISCIPLINES IN AN OPEN ENVIRONMENT IN 
ORDER TO PRODUCE A LIVELY AND CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE.  
 
 
66. WITH APOLOGIES TO THOSE WHO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES ON EITHER SIDE OF 
THE SO-CALLED DIVIDE, I AM REMINDED OF WHAT THE FAMOUS IRANIAN 
SOCIOLOGIST ALI SHARIATI SAID, “THE TRAGEDY IS THAT, ON THE ONE HAND, 
THOSE WHO HAVE CONTROLLED OUR RELIGION OVER THE PAST TWO CENTURIES 
HAVE TRANSFORMED IT INTO ITS PRESENT STATIC FORM AND, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, OUR ENLIGHTENED PEOPLE WHO UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT AGE AND THE 
NEEDS OF OUR GENERATION AND TIME, DO NOT UNDERSTAND RELIGION”. 
 
 
 



67. WHILE I DO NOT AGREE ENTIRELY WITH SHARIATI’S CHARACTERISATIONS, HIS 
SENTIMENT IS SENSIBLE IN THAT WHAT IS NEEDED IN THE MUSLIM WORLD IS A 
MEETING OF MINDS IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE SPACE FOR DEBATE AND 
DISCOURSE. IT IS MY HOPE THAT THIS INITIATIVE WILL FIND A NETWORK OF 
SIMILAR EXPERIMENTS AROUND THE WORLD, SO THAT ITS OBJECTIVE CAN BE 
MULTIPLIED TO AS MANY COUNTRIES, REACHING AS MANY MUSLIMS AS POSSIBLE. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
 
68. I END WITH HOPE THAT ISLAM WILL FLOURISH ONCE AGAIN WITH THE RISE OF 
GREAT MUSLIM CIVILISATIONS THAT WILL DO JUSTICE TO TEACHINGS OF OUR 
FAITH. I ALSO END WITH THE HOPE THAT THE MUSLIM WORLD AND THE WEST CAN 
OVERCOME THIS TURBULENT PERIOD TOGETHER; THAT WE FIND COURAGE IN 
OURSELVES TO MAKE THE NECESSARY CHANGES TO OUR POLICIES AND WITHIN 
OUR SOCIETIES. LET THE FUTURE NOT SPEAK OF BLOODY BORDERS, BUT OF 
EQUAL ALLIANCES, FAIR TRADE AND SCIENTIFIC COLLABORATION BETWEEN US. I 
LEAVE YOU WITH WHAT THE QURAN SPEAKS ON GOODWILL AMONG GOD’S 
CHILDREN FROM SURAH AL-HUJURAT VERSE 13. 
 
 
69. “O MANKIND! WE CREATED YOU FROM A SINGLE PAIR OF MALE AND FEMALE, 
AND MADE YOU INTO NATIONS AND TRIBES, THAT YE MAY KNOW EACH OTHER, 
NOT THAT YE MAY DESPISE EACH OTHER. VERILY THE MOST HONOURED OF YOU IN 
THE SIGHT OF ALLAH IS HE WHO IS MOST RIGHTEOUS OF YOU. AND ALLAH HAS 
FULL KNOWLEDGE AND IS WELL ACQUAINTED WITH ALL THINGS”. 
 
 
 
 THANK YOU. 


