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THE HONOURABLE  
PROF. DR. YEMBA 
THE MODERATOR OF THE FAITH AND ORDER PLENARY COMMISSION 
 
YANG BERBAHAGIA 
TAN SRI DATO DR. LIM CHENG EAN 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF MALAYSIA 
 
YANG BERBAHAGIA 
DATO DR. PRINCE GUNERETNAM 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CHRISTIAN FEDERATION OF MALAYSIA 
 
LEADERS OF THE CHURCHES, 
 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 
 
 
IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO BE HERE TODAY. YOU HAVE HONOURED ME BY 
INVITING ME TO ADDRESS SUCH AN IMPORTANT GATHERING OF LEADERS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH. IT IS NOT MERELY AN HONOUR FOR ME. IT IS ALSO AN HONOUR 
FOR MY COUNTRY, THAT YOU HAVE CHOSEN MALAYSIA AS THE VENUE FOR THE 
MEETING OF YOUR PLENARY COMMISSION. THE FACT THAT YOU ARE GATHERED 
HERE IN A MUSLIM COUNTRY GIVES ME GREAT HOPE THAT TOGETHER WE CAN 
FIGHT THE PERCEPTION THAT RELIGIONS ARE AT WAR, AND THAT CIVILIZATIONS 
ARE COLLIDING. YOUR MERE PRESENCE IN MALAYSIA IS A POWERFUL STATEMENT 
AGAINST CALLS TO WAR. IT IS A POWERFUL STATEMENT AGAINST THE RHETORIC 
OF HATE AND DISTRUST THAT IS SO PREVALENT IN THE WORLD TODAY. 
 
 
2. I ALSO WELCOME YOU WARMLY TO MALAYSIA BECAUSE I BELIEVE IT IS 
IMPORTANT FOR THE CITIZENS OF THIS COUNTRY TO REALIZE THAT TOLERANCE 
OF OTHER RELIGIONS GOES BEYOND MERE COEXISTENCE. IT ALSO MEANS 
ENGAGING WITH ONE ANOTHER, CREATING AND SUSTAINING AN OPEN DIALOGUE 
AND BUILDING A PERMANENT BRIDGE OF COOPERATION THROUGH MUTUAL 
PARTICIPATION. I COME HERE NOT JUST AS THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE HOST 
COUNTRY, BUT AS A MUSLIM WHO WANTS TO INITIATE A DIALOGUE WITH HIS 
CHRISTIAN FRIENDS. SO THAT WE ARE ABLE TO TALK IN A WORLD IN WHICH IT 
SEEMS INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO DO SO. 
 
 
 



 
3. BY NOW, THOSE WHO ARE GUESTS IN MALAYSIA WOULD HAVE BEEN TOLD BY 
YOUR MALAYSIAN FRIENDS ABOUT THE UNIQUENESS OF OUR COUNTRY. ABOUT 
MULTICULTURALISM AND DIVERSITY FLOURISHING IN THIS LAND OF MANY 
CULTURES, LANGUAGES AND RELIGIONS. YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT OUR 
STRENGTH AS A NATION COMES FROM OUR DIFFERENCES. OUR DIVERSITY DOES 
NOT DIVIDE US – IT UNITES US AND BRINGS US TOGETHER. I DO NOT WANT TO 
CLAIM THAT THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS AMONG THE DIFFERENT ETHNIC AND 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES IN MALAYSIA. I DO NOT WANT TO CLAIM THAT THERE 
ARE NO LATENT TENSIONS AND FRUSTRATIONS. THERE ARE STILL VERY MANY 
THINGS THAT WE NEED TO WORK ON. BUT IF THE WORLD EVER NEEDED A LESSON 
IN DIVERSITY AND MAKING IT WORK, I AM CONFIDENT THAT MALAYSIA CAN BE A 
SHOWCASE. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
 
4. MY COUNTRY DOES NOT ENJOY PEACE AND HARMONY TODAY BY ACCIDENT. OUR 
FOUNDING FATHERS AND MOTHERS DID NOT LEAVE IT TO CHANCE THAT MALAYSIA 
WOULD BECOME AN CALM OASIS OF MANY CULTURES AND RELIGIONS. WHAT WE 
ENJOY TODAY IS NOT SOMETHING THAT WAS CREATED OVERNIGHT. MALAYSIANS 
HAVE WORKED HARD FOR OUR PEACE, HARMONY AND PROSPERITY. WE HAVE HAD 
TO SACRIFICE AND WE HAVE HAD TO GIVE-AND-TAKE. WE HAVE FOUGHT 
TERRORISM AND EXTREMISM IN ALL ITS FORMS. WE HAVE PROTECTED OUR MANY 
LANGUAGES AND RELIGIONS SO THAT OUR PEOPLE ARE FREE TO SPEAK THEIR 
MOTHER TONGUES AND PROFESS THE RELIGIONS OF THEIR CHOICE. ACHIEVING 
ALL OF THIS WAS NOT EASY. AT THE TIME OF INDEPENDENCE, MANY OUTSIDERS 
VIEWED MALAYSIA AND CONCLUDED THAT BEFORE LONG, WE WOULD DESCEND 
INTO CIVIL WAR. NOT ONLY DID WE AVOID THIS FATE, BUT WE BUILT A NATION 
AMIDST ALL THE CHALLENGES AND DIFFICULTIES FACED BY POST-COLONIAL 
STATES. THE SO-CALLED BURDEN OF NOT HAVING A HOMOGENOUS COUNTRY DID 
NOT DESTROY US, - IT BROUGHT THE BEST OUT OF ALL OF US. 
 
 
5. THE MOST IMPORTANT VIRTUE THAT IT BROUGHT OUT IN MALAYSIANS WAS 
MODERATION. MODERATION HAS ALWAYS CURBED EXTREMISM. IT HAS GUARDED 
US FROM BIGOTRY AND HATRED. IT HAS ALLOWED US TO PRACTICE THE TRUE 
TEACHINGS OF OUR RESPECTIVE RELIGIONS. WHETHER IT IS ISLAM, 
CHRISTIANITY, BUDDHISM, HINDUISM, SIKHISM OR ANY OF THE OTHER FAITHS 
PROFESSED BY MALAYSIANS. NONE ENJOINS THEIR FOLLOWERS TO HATE OR HURT 
THOSE WHO ARE OF A DIFFERENT FAITH. BY PRACTICING MODERATION IN OUR 
RESPECTIVE FAITHS IN THE PRESENCE OF FELLOW CITIZENS OF OTHER FAITHS, 
WE STAY TRUE TO THE TEACHINGS OF OUR RELIGIONS.  
 
 
6. AS PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA, I AM NOT A LEADER OF MUSLIMS, BUT A 
MUSLIM LEADER OF ALL MALAYSIANS. THEREFORE, I HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY NOT 
JUST TO MY FELLOW MUSLIMS, BUT ALSO TO MALAYSIANS WHO PROFESS OTHER 
RELIGIONS AS WELL. IT IS MY DUTY TO ENSURE THAT THEIR RIGHTS ARE 
PROTECTED, THAT THEY ARE FREE TO PRACTICE THEIR FAITH, AND THAT THEY ARE 
NOT PERSECUTED BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT FROM THE DOMINANT MAJORITY. IT IS 
MY DUTY TO SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF TOLERANCE AMONG ALL; ESPECIALLY TO 



THE MUSLIM MAJORITY. WE HAVE SEEN IN OTHER COUNTRIES HOW MAJORITY 
GROUPS CAN EASILY PERSECUTE MINORITIES. WE HAVE SEEN HOW MINORITIES 
ARE ROBBED OF THEIR FAITH, THEIR LIVELIHOOD AND THEIR DIGNITY.  
 
 
7. BUT PROMOTING MODERATION IS NOT EASY. MANY PEOPLE PRACTICE THEIR 
FAITH IN ABSOLUTIST TERMS. TO THEM THERE IS NO COMPROMISE WITH OTHERS. 
THEY ALSO MISINTERPRET THE VERY RELIGION THAT THEY PROFESS AND CLAIM 
THAT THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS MODERATION OR ACCOMMODATION, AND THAT 
THE TEACHINGS THAT THEY BELIEVE IN MUST BE IMPLEMENTED IN A 
TOTALITARIAN WAY. THEY REFUSE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE CONTEXT OF THE 
MODERN WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE . THEY REFUSE TO UNDERSTAND THAT SO 
MUCH OF RELIGIOUS TEACHING IS SHAPED BY THE CONTEXT OF THE SOCIETY IN 
WHICH IT ORGINATED. FOR THOSE WHO ARE RIGID, DOGMATIC AND ABSOLUTIST, 
IT DOES NOT MATTER WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE TENTH CENTURY OR TWENTY-
FIRST CENTURY, YOU MUST LIVE ACCORDING TO THE LITERAL TEACHINGS OF 
YOUR RELIGION. 
 
 
8. THIS IS WHY I BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT TO CALL FOR MODERATION IN OUR 
RESPECTIVE RELIGIONS. IF WE FAIL TO DO SO, WE RISK HAVING OUR RELIGION 
HIJACKED BY THOSE WHO PROMOTE HATRED AND VIOLENCE. WE RISK CEDING 
GROUND TO THOSE WHO DO NOT SEE THE NEED TO LIVE IN PEACE WITH OTHER 
RELIGIONS. WE CANNOT ALLOW OUR RELIGIONS TO BE TORN APART BY 
EXTREMIST IMPULSES AND EXCLUSIVIST DOCTRINES. WE MUST BE COMMITTED IN 
PROMOTING THE VALUES OF PEACE, TOLERANCE AND PLURALITY.  
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
9. THE LINES OF CONFLICT TODAY BETWEEN RELIGIONS AND CIVILIZATIONS ARE 
EVIDENT. IN THE EYES OF MANY MUSLIMS, EVENTS IN THE LAST THREE YEARS 
SEEM TO LEND CREDENCE TO THE VIEW THAT THE CHRISTIAN WEST IS, ONCE 
AGAIN, AT WAR WITH THE MUSLIM WORLD. SEPTEMBER 11TH, THE WAR IN 
AFGHANISTAN, THE WAR IN IRAQ AND THE WAR ON TERROR HAVE ALL TAKEN 
RELIGIOUS UNDERTONES. A DANGEROUS BUT DOMINANT VIEW IS THAT THIS IS A 
BATTLE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. THIS VIEW IS DANGEROUS, NOT JUST BECAUSE 
IT DOES NOT ALLOW FOR ANY MIDDLE GROUND. IT IS DANGEROUS BECAUSE IT 
EXISTS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE DIVIDE. FUNDAMENTALISTS ON BOTH SIDES HOLD 
EQUALLY RIGID VIEWS, RECASTING THIS INTO A RELIGIOUS WAR, EVEN IF THEY 
DO NOT EXPLICITLY SAY IT IS ONE. 
 
 
10. IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT THERE IS LESS TRUST AND GOODWILL BETWEEN 
ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY THAN THERE WAS A FEW YEARS AGO. AS INDIVIDUALS 
AND ORGANIZATIONS, WE STILL COEXIST AND COOPERATE, BUT THE CURRENT 
GLOBAL SCENARIO HAS UNFORTUNATELY BURNT BIGOTRY INTO THE COLLECTIVE 
CONSCIENCE OF OUR RESPECTIVE COMMUNITIES. MANY MUSLIMS THE WORLD 
OVER FEEL THAT THE WAR AGAINST TERROR IS A WAR AGAINST ISLAM AND NO 
AMOUNT OF REASSURANCE FROM THE WEST THAT IT IS NOT WILL CONVINCE THEM 
OTHERWISE. 



 
 
 
11. THE RELUCTANCE OF THE WEST TO RECOGNIZE AND ADDRESS ROOT CAUSES 
OF TERRORISM SEEMS TO CONFIRM THE VIEW THAT MUSLIM GRIEVANCES ARE 
NOT IMPORTANT. FOR EXAMPLE, THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN RESOLVING THE 
PALESTINIAN ISSUE CONTINUES TO BE A PRINCIPAL CAUSE OF HATRED IN THE 
MUSLIM WORLD TOWARDS THOSE WHO HAVE THE POWER AND INFLUENCE TO 
PUSH THE PROCESS ALONG. PALESTINE HAS BECOME A SYMBOL FOR THE MUSLIM 
WORLD. MUSLIM TERRORISTS MAY NOT HAVE DIRECT LINKS TO PALESTINE, BUT IT 
HAS BECOME A SYMBOL FOR THEIR CAUSE. WE CANNOT DE-LINK PALESTINE FROM 
THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM. 
 
 
12. I KNOW THAT MUSLIMS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR A NUMBER OF THE TERRORIST 
ACTS COMMITTED TODAY. I ALSO KNOW THAT THEY PURPORT TO DO ALL THESE 
EVIL THINGS IN THE NAME OF ISLAM. BUT THEY ARE IN THE MINORITY. THEY DO 
NOT SPEAK FOR ISLAM. THEY ARE MISGUIDED AND THEIR EFFORTS ARE GIVING 
ISLAM A BAD NAME. BECAUSE OF THEIR ACTIONS, AND THE REACTION PROVOKED 
BY THEIR EFFORTS, THE MAJORITY OF MUSLIMS, WHO ARE PEACEFUL, MODERATE 
AND TOLERANT OF OTHER FAITHS, FEEL AS THOUGH THEY ARE THE VICTIMS OF A 
GLOBAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST ISLAM. I ASK THAT YOU LOOK BEYOND THE 
SENSATIONAL HEADLINES AND OVERSIMPLIFIED CATEGORIZATIONS, SO THAT YOU 
CAN APPRECIATE THE REAL PROBLEMS FACING THE MUSLIM WORLD. 
 
 
13. WHAT WE NEED MORE THAN EVER TODAY IS A CONCERTED EFFORT TO 
INITIATE INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE. WE NEED TO TALK TO ONE ANOTHER OPENLY 
ABOUT THE ISSUES THAT IMPACT ON ALL OUR LIVES. LET US GO BEYOND ARGUING 
OVER DIFFERENCES IN THEOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICE. A MEANINGFUL 
DIALOGUE WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE IF WE DO NOT RESPECT EACH OTHER’S 
FREEDOM OF WORSHIP. ISLAM ENJOINS PLURALISM AND WE ARE REMINDED OF IT 
IN THE QURANIC VERSE “TO YOU YOUR RELIGION, TO ME MY RELIGION”. 
 
 
14. LET US SET ASIDE OUR RELIGIOUS DIFFERENCES AND TALK ABOUT THE 
ISSUES THAT AFFECT ALL OF US, WHATEVER OUR FAITH. INJUSTICES IN THE 
GLOBAL FINANCIAL AND TRADING SYSTEM, THE THREAT TO THE ENVIRONMENT, 
POVERTY AND DISEASE; THESE ISSUES AFFECT US WHETHER OR NOT WE ARE 
MUSLIMS, CHRISTIANS, BUDDHISTS OR HINDUS.  
 
 
15. WE MUST SEE BEYOND NARROW PAROCHIALISM. FOR FAR TOO LONG, THE 
VARIOUS RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES OF THE WORLD HAVE LIVED APART, AND 
THESE DIVISIONS HAVE BEEN SUSTAINED BECAUSE OF A NARROW OUTLOOK THAT 
SEES RELIGIOUS IDENTITY IN EXCLUSIVE TERMS. YET, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE 
A CHRISTIAN, A MUSLIM, A HINDU OR A BUDDHIST TODAY?. DOES IT MEAN 
BELONGING TO AN EXCLUSIVE GROUP?. DOES IT MEAN BELONGING TO A 
COMMUNITY THAT IS ENTIRELY SELF-DEPENDENT AND CUT-OFF FROM OTHERS?. 
 
 
17. WE MUST REMIND OURSELVES THAT ALL THE MAJOR RELIGIOUS-CIVILIZATION 
SYSTEMS OF THE WORLD HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN MEANINGFUL AND PRACTICAL 



DIALOGUE FOR CENTURIES. ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION WOULD NOT HAVE DEVELOPED 
AS IT DID WITHOUT SUSTAINED CONTACT WITH THE JUDEO-CHRISTIAN WEST, 
AND WITH SOUTH ASIAN, SOUTHEAST ASIAN AND CHINESE CIVILIZATIONS. 
LIKEWISE CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION DEVELOPED IN CONTACT WITH ISLAM AND 
WITH THE CULTURES OF AFRICA, ASIA AND LATIN AMERICA.  
 
 
18. INTERACTION AND BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM HAS REMAINED 
POROUS, FLUID AND FLEXIBLE. IT HAS ALLOWED FOR THE ENTRY OF NEW IDEAS, 
PHILOSOPHIES, ARTS AND TECHNOLOGIES THAT ENABLED BOTH TO BENEFIT. OUR 
SHARED COLLECTIVE PAST HAS NOT BEEN FREE OF CONFLICT. WE KNOW THAT THE 
RISE AND SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM – AS WITH OTHER RELIGIONS – 
HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY WAR AND CONFLICT. 
 
 
19. HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE WRONG TO SAY THAT THE HISTORICAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM WAS BASED SOLELY ON ANTAGONISM. 
CONTRARY TO THOSE WHO CLAIM THAT ISLAM HAS ‘BLOODY BORDERS’ WITH 
CHRISTIANITY, IT WAS IN COMMUNITIES THAT SERVED AS THE CONTACT POINTS 
OR INTERFACES BETWEEN ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY THAT WE SAW THE 
EMERGENCE OF SOCIETIES THAT WERE COSMOPOLITAN, DIVERSE, ECLECTIC AND 
CONSTANTLY EVOLVING. IT WAS IN THESE SHARED TERRITORIES THAT BOTH 
MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS WERE AT THEIR MOST OPEN, PLURALISTIC AND 
TOLERANT: WITNESS THE CULTURAL VITALITY AND DYNAMISM OF CORDOBA AND 
MOGHUL INDIA. 
  
 
20. HISTORY TEACHES US THAT WORKING TOGETHER HAS MADE OUR 
CIVILIZATIONS RICHER AND MORE TOLERANT. THIS SPIRIT OF COOPERATION 
BETWEEN OUR RELIGIONS MUST ONCE AGAIN ILLUMINATE THE WORLD. FOR 
MILLIONS IN THE WORLD TODAY THERE IS LITTLE TO LOOK FORWARD TO. 
POVERTY, NATURAL DISASTERS, WAR AND CONFLICT AFFECT TOO MANY . THERE 
ARE SOLUTIONS TO MANY OF THE PROBLEMS THAT HUMANKIND FACES TODAY. 
BUT SOMETIMES THE SOLUTIONS ARE NOT FORTHCOMING BECAUSE WE REFUSE 
TO BUILD AN INTERNATIONAL CONSENSUS THAT CAN GENERATE THE POLITICAL 
WILL FOR CHANGE. 
 
 
21. THIS IS WHERE INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE COMES IN. THERE ARE VALUES 
COMMON TO OUR FAITHS. PEACE, FRIENDSHIP, COOPERATION. IN ISLAM, THERE IS 
THE QURANIC VERSE, “O MANKIND! WE CREATED YOU FROM A SINGLE PAIR OF A 
MALE AND FEMALE, AND MADE YOU INTO NATIONS AND TRIBES, THAT YE MAY 
KNOW EACH OTHER, NOT THAT YE MAY DESPISE ONE ANOTHER”. SIMILARLY, 
THERE IS ALSO THE BIBLICAL PASSAGE “THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO 
PLOUGHSHARES, AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNINGHOOKS; NATION SHALL NOT 
LIFT UP SWORD AGAINST NATION, NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE”. 
THESE ARE THE COMMON VALUES WE HAVE, THAT IF WE HOLD ON TO THESE 
PRINCIPLES, WE HOPE TO GOD, THAT THIS WORLD WOULD BE MORE PEACEFUL IN 
FUTURE. 
 
 
22. LET US BE TRUE TO THE TEACHINGS OF OUR FAITH AND FIND SOLUTIONS TO 
THE WORLD’S PROBLEMS THROUGH OUR SHARED VALUES. THE PALESTINIAN 



ISSUE OR THE CONFLICT IN IRAQ ARE NOT JUST MUSLIM GRIEVANCES. THESE 
PROBLEMS ARE OF UNIVERSAL CONCERN. THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IS A 
PROBLEM OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY. THE IRAQI PROBLEM IS 
A PROBLEM OF SECURING PEACE AND NATION-BUILDING. IN MALAYSIA, THESE 
PROBLEMS HAVE RECEIVED WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FROM PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS – 
MUSLIMS, CHRISTIANS, BUDDHISTS, HINDUS AND OTHERS. WE ARE THANKFUL 
THAT THE CATHOLIC AND ANGLICAN CHURCHES STOOD UP AGAINST THE 
DECISION TO INVADE IRAQ AND SAW THE ISSUE IN UNIVERSAL TERMS. 
SIMILARLY, GLOBALIZATION THAT BENEFITS THE RICH AND NOT THE POOR IS A 
GLOBAL CONCERN WITH NO REGARD FOR THE RELIGION OF THOSE WHO ARE 
MARGINALIZED.  
 
 
23. WITH ALL THESE PROBLEMS SURROUNDING US, RELIGION MUST BE A BEACON 
OF HOPE. RELIGION MUST BRING OUT THE BEST IN US AND NOT THE WORST. WAR 
AND ACTS OF TERROR MUST NOT BE FOUGHT IN THE NAME OF RELIGION. 
RELIGION MUST GUIDE US TOWARDS CONFLICT RESOLUTION, TOWARDS PEACE, 
TOWARDS A MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE WORLD ORDER.  
 
 
24. I WISH YOU WELL IN OUR ACTIVITIES OVER THESE FEW DAYS. I HOPE THAT 
YOU LET KUALA LUMPUR AND MALAYSIA; THIS TIME, THIS PLACE, HOWEVER 
IMPERFECT OR CONTRADICTORY, SPEAK TO YOU AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF A 
WORLD VERY MUCH IN NEED OF THE PEACE WHICH MAKES JUSTICE POSSIBLE AND 
THE JUSTICE WHICH MAKES PEACE REAL. WITH ALL ITS CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES IT HAS BEEN OUR HOME, AND HAS SPOKEN TO US. I HOPE YOU 
ENJOY THE HOSPITALITY OF MALAYSIA. 
 
 
 
25. AS YOU GO ABOUT YOUR DELIBERATIONS, I ASK YOU TO JOIN ME IN CALLING 
UPON ALL PEOPLE OF FAITH AND ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL TO UNITE AND WORK 
TOGETHER FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE AND JUSTICE. WE CANNOT STAND BEFORE A 
COMPASSIONATE GOD WHILE THERE IS SO MUCH WE HAVE LEFT UNDONE 
BECAUSE WE ARE DISUNITED. THERE IS SO MUCH WE COULD DO, HAVING 
RECEIVED ONE ANOTHER, TO RECEIVE OTHERS. 


