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EXCELLENCIES
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

1. A GREAT GERMAN PHILOSOPHER (SCHOPENHAUER) WAS RIGHT WHEN HE SAID
OF THE GREAT IDEAS IN HISTORY THAT “ALL TRUTH PASSES THROUGH THREE
STAGES. FIRST, IT IS RIDICULED. SECOND, IT IS VIOLENTLY OPPOSED. THIRD, IT
IS ACCEPTED AS SELF EVIDENT”.

2. THE HISTORIC IDEA OF BUILDING AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY WAS FIRST
PROPOSED BY TUN DR MAHATHIR MORE THAN 13 YEARS AGO. IT WAS INITIALLY
RIDICULED. THEN IT WAS VIOLENTLY OPPOSED. TODAY, THE IDEA IS ACCEPTED AS
NATURAL. THE PROCESS IS SEEN AS ONLY LOGICAL. THE VALUE OF SUCH AN EAST
ASIAN COMMUNITY IS REGARDED AS SELF EVIDENT.

3. IT IS AS SELF EVIDENT AS THE FACT THAT ASEAN HAS OVER THE LAST 37 YEARS
MANAGED TO TURN ENEMIES INTO FRIENDS, AND OPPONENTS INTO PARTNERS. A
SOUTHEAST ASIA AT SIXES AND FOURS HAS BEEN TURNED INTO A SOUTHEAST
ASIA AT ONE. DESPITE PERHAPS ITS LONG LIST OF FAILURES AND DEFICIENCIES,
ASEAN HAS BEEN ABLE TO WORK AS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL REGIONAL
CONFLICT-REDUCTION, PEACE-MAKING AND FRIENDSHP-BUILDING MACHINES IN
THE HISTORY OF THE MODERN WORLD.

4. AS A CONFLICT-REDUCTION, PEACE-MAKING AND FRIENDSHIP-BUILDING
MACHINE IN THE MODERN WORLD, ONLY THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS BEEN MORE
DRAMATICALLY SUCCESSFUL THAN ASEAN. BEFORE THE TREATY OF ROME — WHICH
FIFTY YEARS AGO DECIDED ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY (E.E.C.), WHICH STARTED THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY-BUILDING
PROCESS IN ALL EARNESTNESS — EUROPE HAD SEEN TWO DEVASTATING



EUROPEAN CIVIL WARS — CIVIL WARS SO DEVASTATING THAT HISTORY CALLS
THEM WORLD WARS: “THE FIRST WORLD WAR” AND “THE SECOND WORLD WAR”.
WHATEVER THE LONG LIST OF FAILURES AND DEFICIENCIES OF THE EUROPEAN
PROCESSS, ESPECIALLY IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMICS AND FOREIGN POLICY, NO-
ONE CAN DENY ITS PROWESS ON THE BATTLEFIELD OF REGIONAL CONFLICT
REDUCTION, PEACE MAKING AND FRIENDSHIP BUILDING. AFTER CENTURIES OF
WAR, WESTERN EUROPE IS NOW AT PEACE.

5. INDEED, PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP IS THE ESSENTIAL PRE-REQUISITE FOR ALL
HUMAN PROGRESS. WHATEVER THE FAILURES AND DEFICIENCIES OF ASEAN AND
THE EUROPEAN UNION, WAR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND WESTERN EUROPE IS
TODAY NOT ONLY BEYOND THE PALE; IT IS BEYOND EXPECTATION.

6. TODAY, NO STATE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA OR WESTERN EUROPE CONSIDERS WAR
AS A LEGITIMATE INSTRUMENT OF FOREIGN POLICY OR EXPECTS WAR WITH ITS
NEIGHBOURS, STILL LESS PREPARES FOR A WAR WITH ANY REGIONAL PARTNER.
TO BE SURE, THE WORK OF BUILDING PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP IS ALWAYS A
JOURNEY WITHOUT END. THE PLANT OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP REQUIRES
CONSTANT NOURISHMENT. BUT IN BOTH SOUTHEAST ASIA AND WESTERN EUROPE,
A COMMUNITY OF PEACE HAS AT LAST BEEN ACHIEVED.

7. THE EAST ASIA OF TODAY IS OF COURSE NOT THE SOUTHEAST ASIA OR THE
WESTERN EUROPE OF TODAY. IF EAST ASIA IS ALREADY A COMMUNITY OF PEACE,
OF COURSE, THE MOST IMPORTANT REASON FOR BUILDING AN EAST ASIAN
COMMUNITY WOULD NO LONGER BE THERE.

8. | BELIEVE THAT WE IN THE REGION HAVE DALLIED LONG ENOUGH. IT IS NOW
TIME TO TAKE THE PROCESS OF BUILDING OUR EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY TO NEW
HEIGHTS AND IN NEW DIRECTIONS. | BELIEVE IT IS HIGH TIME TO LAUNCH, IN ALL
EARNESTNESS, OUR HISTORIC EAST ASIAN PEACE PROJECT — THE BUILDING OF
THE EASTASIA PEACE COMMUNITY (E.P.C.). IT IS HIGH TIME TO LAUNCH, IN ALL
EARNESTNESS, OUR HISTORIC EAST ASIAN ECONOMIC PROJECT — THE BUILDING
OF THE EASTASIA ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (E.E.C.); AND IT IS HIGH TIME TO
LAUNCH, IN ALL EARNESTNESS, OUR HISTORIC EAST ASIAN DIPLOMATIC PROJECT
— THE BUILDING OF THE EASTASIA DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY (E.D.C.).

9. IF WE ARE TRULY LUCKY, IF WE ARE TRULY STEADFAST IN OUR COMMITMENT, IT
WILL PROBABLY TAKE AT LEAST A GENERATION FOR EAST ASIA TO REACH WHERE
THE ASEAN PEACE COMMUNITY IS TODAY. IF WE ARE TRULY FORTUNATE, IF WE
ARE TRULY PERSISTENT, IT WILL TAKE AT LEAST TWO GENERATIONS FOR EAST
ASIA TO REACH THE EUROPEAN BENCHMARK. THIS IS NOT AN ARGUMENT FOR
FURTHER DELAY OR MORE TWIDDLING OF OUR THUMBS. IT IS AN ARGUMENT FOR
WASTING NO MORE TIME. THE SOONER WE START IN ALL EARNESTNESS, THE
BETTER.



10. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 18 DAYS AGO AT “THE FUTURE OF ASIA”
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CONVENED IN TOKYO BY THE NIHON KEIZEI
SHIMBUN, | EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THIS ANNUAL EAST ASIAN CONGRESS
WILL CONTRIBUTE CONCRETE IDEAS AND WISE INSIGHTS THAT CAN BE
FORWARDED TO THE ASEAN+3 LEADERS WHEN THEY MEET EACH YEAR. | HOPE
THAT YOU WILL DEEPLY PONDER THE CHALLENGES OF BUILDING THE EASTASIA
PEACE COMMUNITY, THE EASTASIA ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND THE EASTASIA
DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY THAT | HAVE SET OUT. LET ME CHALLENGE YOU TO
DEEPLY PONDER A FEW MORE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

11. FIRST, THE QUESTION OF FORMAL FOUNDATION.

12. | DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NEED FOR A TREATY OF EAST ASIA, AN
AGREEMENT ANYTHING LIKE THE TREATY OF ROME. BUT IS THERE A CASE FOR A
SIMPLE DECLARATION OF EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY, SOMETHING LIKE THE
BANGKOK DECLARATION SIGNED ON AUGUST 8, 1967, WHICH ESTABLISHED THE
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH-EAST ASIAN NATIONS?.

13. AS YOU KNOW, THE NAFTA AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES,
CANADA AND MEXICO EXCEEDED 3,000 PAGES. THE BANGKOK DECLARATION OF
1967 RAN TO A FULL THREE PAGES. ROUGHLY ONE PAGE WAS DEVOTED TO THE
TITLE AND PREAMBLE; ONE PAGE WAS DEVOTED TO THE GENERAL AIMS AND
PURPOSES OF ASEAN AND THE VERY SIMPLE MACHINERY OF THE ASSOCIATION;
AND THE LAST PAGE SET OUT THE SIGNATURES OF THE MINISTERS FROM
INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, THE PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE AND THAILAND, WHO
COMMITTED THEIR NATIONS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ASEAN.

14. YOU MIGHT WISH TO NOTE THAT 1967 WAS A YEAR OF SUBSTANTIAL TURMOIL
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THREE OF THE SIGNATORIES HAD JUST EMERGED FROM AN
UNDECLARED WAR AMONG THEMSELVES. DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO
OF THE COUNTRIES THAT SIGNED THE BANGKOK DECLARATION WERE STILL IN
LIMBO. TWO OF THE SIGNATORIES WERE TO BREAK THEIR DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
SHORTLY AFTER SIGNING THE BANGKOK DECLARATION. IN MANY WAYS, THE
PRESENT ASEAN+3 PROCESS HAS ADVANCED FURTHER THAN THE PROBLEMATIC
ASEAN IN ITS FIRST HALF DECADE.

15. WE ALREADY HAVE AN ANNUAL SUMMIT MEETING OF ASEAN+3 LEADERS WHO
MEET REGULARLY — AT THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEVEL. ASEAN HELD ITS FIRST
SUMMIT IN BALI IN 1976. THE LEADERS OF ASEAN HAVE HELD NINE FORMAL AND
FOUR INFORMAL MEETINGS IN 37 YEARS. THE LEADERS OF ASEAN+3 FIRST MET IN
KUALA LUMPUR IN 1997. THIS YEAR, THEY WILL MEET IN THEIR EIGHTH SUMMIT IN
VIENTIANNE. IN A FUTURE ASEAN+3 SUMMIT, WHY NOT A “DECLARATION” OR A
“CONCORD” OF EAST ASIA?. WOULD THAT BE A GOOD IDEA SYMBOLICALLY AND IN
TERMS OF LAYING DOWN THE SECOND MAJOR MILESTONE?.

16. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THERE ARE MANY OTHER QUESTIONS THAT ARE
ALREADY WELL SET OUT IN THE AGENDA FOR THIS SECOND EAST ASIAN



CONGRESS. HOW CAN THE ECONOMIES OF EAST ASIA WORK TOGETHER TO
SUSTAIN THE REGION’'S MASSIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND NEAR-MIRACULOUS
ECONOMIC DYNAMISM?. HOW CAN WE COOPERATE TO MAKE SURE THAT WHAT WE
HAVE SEEN OVER THE LAST GENERATION IS MERELY THE END OF THE BEGINNING?.
HOW CAN WE WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE SURE THAT THE TRIBULATIONS SINCE
THE ECONOMIC CRISIS OF ‘97 ARE NOT THE BEGINNING OF THE END?. HOW CAN
WE WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT EXPANDED EUROPE AND THE FREE TRADE
AREA OF THE AMERICAS WILL NOT BE A THREAT BUT AN OPPORTUNITY FOR US
AND THE REST OF THE WORLD IN THE YEARS TO COME?. HOW CAN WE WORK
TOGETHER TO ENSURE A FAIRER, GENTLER, FREER AND MORE PRODUCTIVE
GLOBAL TRADING SYSTEM?.

17. WHAT SPECIFIC PROPOSALS CAN WE EVOLVE WITH REGARD TO EAST ASIAN
MONETARY AND FINANCIAL COOPERATION?. WHY NOT THE CREATION OF THE
ASIAN OR EASTASIAN MONETARY FUND (BY ANY NAME) THAT SUPPLEMENTS AND
DOES NOT CHALLENGE OR SUPPLANT THE I.M.F., VERY MUCH IN THE SAME WAY
THAT THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK IN MANILA SUPPLEMENTS AND DOES NOT
CHALLENGE OR SUPPLANT THE WORLD BANK IN WASHINGTON?. WHILE WE WORK
ON SUCH AN EASTASIAN MONETARY FUND, WHY NOT ESTABLISH, AS A
PRECURSOR, THE EASTASIAN MONETARY INSTITUTE, A THINK-TANK FOR EAST
ASIAN MONETARY AND FINANCIAL COOPERATION, WHICH CAN START DOING HALF
THE WORK OF A FUTURE EASTASIA MONETARY FUND?.

18. ON THE QUESTION OF HUMAN RESOURCES, THERE ARE OBVIOUS GAINS TO BE
DERIVED FROM PRODUCTIVE LABOUR MOBILITY WITHIN OUR REGION; AND
WHETHER WE LIKE IT OR NOT, THERE ARE EQUALLY OBVIOUS DANGERS TO AVOID
FROM THE TYPE OF LABOUR MOVEMENTS THAT UNDERMINE OUR LONGER-TERM
ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE AND OUR CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL FABRIC. EVERY
ECONOMY IN THE REGION CAN BENEFIT FROM THE ATTRACTION OF VALUABLE AND
PRODUCTIVE HUMAN RESOURCES THAT IT CAN SECURE FROM WITHIN OR FROM
WITHOUT THE REGION. WHAT REGIMES SHOULD BE IN PLACE TO FACILITATE THE
PRODUCTIVE AND TO CONTAIN AND CURB THE UNPRODUCTIVE LABOUR FLOWS?.
HOW CAN WE BETTER HELP EACH OTHER?.

19. ON THE ISSUE OF THE EDUCATION OF OUR FUTURE GENERATION AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A REGIONAL SYSTEM OF CENTRES OF EDUCATIONAL
EXCELLENCE, WE ARE ALL VERY MUCH IN THE SAME BOAT. ALL THE SOCIETIES OF
EAST ASIA, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, ARE CURRENTLY INVOVED IN THE NECESSARY
PROCESS OF EDUCATION REFORM. THERE IS A NEED FOR US TO COMPARE NOTES
AND TO LISTEN TO GOOD NEIGHBOURLY ADVICE.

20. FOR MANY OF US, THE WORLD-CLASS HUMAN RESOURCES -- DISTINGUISHED
BY DISCIPLINE AND THE ABILITY TO WORK WITH DILIGENCE AND WITHOUT
COMPLAINT WITHIN THE FACTORY ENVIRONMENT -- WHICH HAVE ALLOWED US TO
EMERGE AS INDUSTRIAL POWERHOUSES OF THE WORLD ARE NO LONGER
ADEQUATE FOR THE POST-INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY. WE MUST NOW MOVE TO FOCUS
ON HIGHER  VALUED-ADDED MANUFACTURING, HIGHER  VALUE-ADDED
AGRICULTURE AND THE MOST PRODUCTIVE FLOWERING OF THE SERVICES
SECTOR. WE ALL NEED HUMAN CAPITAL THAT RETAINS OUR PAST STRENGTHS, BUT



THAT IS NOW FURTHER DISTINGUISHED BY CREATIVITY, INNOVATION, AND
KNOWLEDGE. WHAT ARE THE WAYS IN WHICH WE CAN COOPERATE IN ORDER TO
MAKE THE QUANTUM LEAP WHICH WE NEED WITH REGARD TO HUMAN RESOURCE
ENRICHMENT AND EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION?.

21. | HOPE YOU WILL ALSO COME UP WITH GOOD ANSWERS TO THE QUESTION OF
HEALTH COOPERATION, AN AREA WHICH EAST ASIA REGIONALISM HAS
PIONEERED. HOW DO WE CREATE THE EAST ASIAN EARLY WARNING AND
RESPONSE SYSTEM THAT THE REGION NEEDS?.

22. WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO WITH REGARD TO DEVELOPING THE MEDIA
SYSTEMS AND NETWORKS THAT WILL BE PRODUCTIVE FOR THE NATIONS OF EAST
ASIA  AND FOR THE REGIONAL POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND DIPLOMATIC
COOPERATION, INTEGRATION AND COMMUNITY THAT WE MUST BUILD IN THE
DAYS TO COME?. SHOULD WE NOT BUILD AN EASTASIA MEDIA NETWORK THAT
ALLOWS US TO UNDERSTAND OURSELVES THROUGH OUR OWN EYES RATHER THAN
THROUGH THE TINTED SPECTACLES AND LONG-DISTANCE TELESCOPES IN
ATLANTA, NEW YORK, LONDON, PARIS AND BERLIN?. | VERY MUCH LOOK FORWARD
TO THE DAY WHEN “GLOBAL MEDIA” IS MORE THAN PAROCHIAL MEDIA WITH A
GLOBAL FOOTPRINT AND A GLOBAL REACH.

23. THERE ARE MANY OTHER QUESTIONS WHICH | CAN PUT FORWARD FOR YOUR
DEEP DELIBERATIONS. I AM SURE THERE ARE MANY MORE QUESTIONS WHICH
YOUR DEEP DELIBERATIONS WILL GENERATE. ALL THIS IS FOR THE GOOD. I
BELIEVE THAT THE PROCESS OF FINDING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS IS CRITICAL,
ESPECIALLY AT THE BEGINNING OF ANY DIFFICULT AND PROTRACTED PROCESS. IT
IS VERY MUCH BETTER TO BE EQUIPPED WITH THE RIGHT QUESTIONS THAN TO BE
HANDICAPPED BY THE WRONG ANSWERS.

24. WHETHER EAST ASIANS LIKE IT OR NOT, WHETHER OUR FRIENDS FROM OTHER
REGIONS LIKE IT OR NOT, THE PROCESS OF GREATER EAST ASIAN COOPERATION,
INTEGRATION AND COMMUNITY-BUILDING CANNOT BE STOPPED. WILL IT
EVENTUALLY BE “E.U. MINUS”?. WILL IT BE “ASEAN PLUS”?. ONLY TIME WILL TELL,
AND ONLY OUR EFFORTS AND THE INTERVENTION OF OTHERS IN THE MANY DAYS
AHEAD WILL SHAPE THE FORM AND THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR EAST ASIAN
COMMUNITY.

25. HAVING SET BEFORE YOU MANY QUESTIONS, LET ME END WITH ONE SET OF
ANSWERS, ONE VERY PERSONAL VISION ON THE COMMUNITY THAT WE IN EAST
ASIA SHOULD BUILD IN THE DECADES TO COME.

26. | WOULD SUGGEST THAT IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US TO KNOW WHAT WE DO
NOT WANT OUR EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY TO BE. AND IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE A
CLEAR IDEA OF THE IMPERATIVE PARAMETERS, THE IMPERATIVE SPIRIT, THE
IMPERATIVE CHARACTER AND THE IMPARATIVE CONTENT OF THE REGIONAL
COMMUNITY WHICH WE WANT TO CREATE.



27. LET ME SET OUT WHAT | PERSONALLY BELIEVE MUST BE THE SIX CARDINAL
IMPERATIVES FOR EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING. | STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT
THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY WE BUILD MUST BE:

EGALITARIAN AND DEMOCRATIC,

OMNIDIRECTINAL AND EMBRACING, TURNING ITS BACK ON NO-ONE,
CARING AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL,

COMMITTED TO GLOBAL EMPOWERMENT,

DEVOTED TO ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, AND

OBSESSIVE ABOUT REGIONAL PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP.

28. FIRST, LET ME SAY A FEW WORDS ON THE IMPERATIVE OF EGALITARIANISM
AND DEMOCRACY. IT IS SURELY CLEAR ENOUGH THAT NO NATION, NO STATE, NO
PEOPLE IN EAST ASIA WISHES TO SEE THE RISE OF “THE GREATER EAST ASIA CO-
PROSPERITY SPHERE” IN WHATEVER GUISE, UNDER WHATEVER FACADE. THERE
MUST BE NO NATIONAL EGOTISM, NO IMPERIAL DESIGN, NO UNEQUAL TREATIES,
NO COMPULSION, NO INTIMIDATION, NO COERCION, NO BULLYING, NO
HEGEMONY.

29. INSTEAD, WE MUST SURELY SEEK TO BUILD A COMMUNITY THAT IS
EGALITARIAN AND DEMOCRATIC IN STRUCTURE AND SPIRIT. FOR THE COUNTRIES
OF THE ASEAN COMMUNITY, THIS IS NO NEW CONCEPT. NO NATION CAN BE
EXPECTED TO BE SUBMISSIVE TO ANOTHER, BUT SOME NATIONS MUST BE GIVEN
PRIDE OF PLACE. THOSE ACCORDED THIS PRIDE OF PLACE MUST IN TURN KNOW
HOW TO BEHAVE.

30. SOME WILL PROVIDE MORE THAN THE AVERAGE SHARE OF ACTIVIST
LEADERSHIP. BUT THEIR LEADERSHIP MUST BE A RESPONSIBILITY TO BUILD OUR
REGIONAL ORCHARD, NOT TO HARVEST THE ENTIRE CROP, TO REAP THE FRUITS
OF THE LABOUR OF OTHERS.

31. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, LET ME NOW EXPLAIN WHAT | MEAN BY THE
IMPERATIVE OF OMINDIRECTIONALITY.

32. | DEEPLY BELIEVE THAT THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY WE BUILD MUST BE AN
OMNIDIRECTIONAL COMMUNITY OF MANY OMNIDIRECTIONAL OUTWARD-LOOKING
NATIONS WITH A VORACOUS APPETITE AND CAPABILITY FOR MULTI-TASKING,
CONFRONTING NO ONE, AND EAGER TO BEFRIEND ALL WHO CAN CONTRIBUTE TO
OUR PEACE AND PROSPERITY.

33. STATES FORTUNATELY ARE NOT LIKE PEOPLE. PEOPLE CAN ONLY LOOK IN ONE
DIRECTION AT ANY ONE TIME. STATES CAN LOOK IN EVERY DIRECTION ALL OF THE
TIME — UNLESS THEY ARE LAZY OR ASLEEP. PEOPLE CAN DO A LIMITED NUMBER OF
TASKS AT ANY ONE TIME. GOVERNMENTS MUST BE MADE UP OF MANY HARD-
WORKING PEOPLE, DOING MANY DIFFERENT THINGS.



34. MALAYSIA'S FIRST CIRCLE OF REGIONAL CONCENTRATION MUST BE ASEAN.
BUT BESIDES ITS COMMITMENT TO ASEAN AND TO EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY-
BUILDING, IT MUST ALSO BE A LEADER OF THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC
CONFERENCE, THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT, THE COMMONWEALTH. IT MUST
DEVOTE TIME, ATTENTION AND COMMITMENT TO APEC, THE U.N., AND THE W.T.O..
BILATERAL RELATIONS ARE INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT. WE MUST ENSURE THE
STRONGEST PRODUCTIVE RELATIONS WITH KEY COUNTRIES OUTSIDE EAST ASIA
SUCH AS THE UNITED STATES, SAUDI ARABIA, INDIA, THE UNITED KINGDOM,
FRANCE, GERMANY AND AUSTRALIA. IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT EAST ASIA WOULD
BE MAKING A MISTAKE IF WE TURN OUR BACKS ON OUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE
REGION WHO CAN HELP US, WHOSE GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP WE MUST
TREASURE AND ENRICH. IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT WE IN EAST ASIA MUST
BE OBSESSIVE MULTI-TASKERS, WITH NO ENTHUSIASM WHATEVER FOR MAKING
ENEMIES AND OBSESSIVELY ACTIVE AT MAKING FRIENDS.

35. LET ME NOW TURN TO THE IMPERATIVE OF MUTUAL CARING AND MUTUAL
BENEFIT.

36. FROM THE NORTH ATLANTIC EXPERIENCE OF THE 1930’S THE WORLD DERIVED
THE PHRASE “BEGGAR THY NEIGHBOUR”. FROM THE MASSIVE GROWTH EXPLOSION
OF THE NINETIES IN EAST ASIA WAS DERIVED THE IDEOLOGY OF “PROSPER THY
NEIGHBOUR”. WE IN OUR REGION KNOW THAT IF OUR NEIGHBOURS DO WELL, SO
WILL WE. SO IT MUST BE OUR DUTY TO OUR OWN PEOPLE AND TO OUR OWN
FUTURE TO ENSURE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE THAT OUR NEIGHBOURS DO WELL. AND
WHEN OUR NEIGHBOURS ARE DOWN AND ARE IN NEED OF HELP, WE MUST CARE
AND WE MUST OFFER OUR HELPING HAND, MODEST THOUGH IT MAY BE. ALL THIS
IS NOT WOOLY, SOFT-HEADED SENTIMENT. IT 1S HARD-HEADED, RATIONAL,
ENLIGHTENED SELF-INTEREST THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO ADHERE TO. WE ARE
FORTUNATE THAT OUR POLITICAL LEADERS DO NOT HAVE TO CONSIDER THE
IMMEDIATE AND THE VERY SHORT TERM, AND CAN HOLD ON TO THE LONGER
VIEW. WE MUST CONTINUE TO DO SO.

37. IN OUR REGIONAL EAST ASIAN JOINT VENTURES OF COOPERATION,
INTEGRATION AND COMMUNITY BUILDING, WE MUST ALSO ALWAYS BEAR IN MIND
THE NEED TO ENSURE MUTUAL BENEFIT. VENTURES THAT RESULT IN EXCESSIVELY
LOP-SIDED ADVANTAGE TO ONE WITHOUT OFFERING A REASONABLE BENEFIT TO
OTHERS ARE NOT A GOOD IDEA — EVEN FOR THOSE TEMPORARILY REAPING THE
LION’S SHARE.

38. AS FOR THE IMPERATIVE OF REGIONAL EMPOWERMENT, THIS IS NOTHING
MORE AND NOTHING LESS THAN THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT EAST ASIA’S VOICE,
EAST ASIA’S WEIGHT AND EAST ASIA’S ROLE SHOULD BE ENHANCED IN THE YEARS
TO COME. WE NEED TO BE MORE EMPOWERED IN THE WORLD OF ECONOMICS, IN
THE WORLD OF POLITICS AND IN THE WORLD OF IDEAS AND CULTURE.
39. THE FIRST IS NECESSARY BECAUSE WE LIVE OR WE DIE, WE PROSPER OR WE
PERISH, DEPENDING ON HOW THE ECONOMIC WORLD TURNS. WE ARE THE MOST



ECONOMICALLY DEPENDENT ECONOMIES IN THE WORLD, NOT LIKE THE AMERICAN
ECONOMY OR THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIES, WHICH TRADE MOSTLY WITHIN
EUROPE. OUR PRESENT AND OUR FUTURE ARE INCREDIBLY DEPENDENT ON
DECISIONS MADE IN WASHINGTON OR NEW YORK OR GENEVA. A CONTINUATION
OF TODAY’S DISEMPOWERMENT IS TOO DANGEROUS TO LEAVE UNATTENDED AND
UNREMEDIED.

40. WE MUST ENHANCE OUR VOICE, OUR WEIGHT AND OUR ROLE ALSO IN THE
WORLD OF SECURITY AND POLITICS AND IN THE REALM OF IDEAS, CULTURE AND
VALUES. WE ARE PUNCHING WAY BELOW OUR WEIGHT. WE ARE A HEAVYWEIGHT,
COMPARTMENTALISED AND CRIBBED IN THE FEATHERWEIGHT CLASS. OUR
CONTRIBUTION TO THE FAST EVOLVING GLOBAL STRUCTURE OF PEACE, SECURITY
AND CIVILISATION REMAINS MINIMAL. THIS MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PASS. IT
MUST BE REMEDIED. AND IT MUST BE REMEDIED BY US.

41. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE IMPERATIVES OF EAST ASIAN DEVOTION TO
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY ALSO NEEDS A LITTLE ELABORATION. LET ME MERELY
MENTION THE FACT THAT A GREAT DEAL OF THE ABSOLUTE POVERTY IN THE
WORLD IS TO BE FOUND IN EAST ASIA AND A GREAT DEAL OF EAST ASIA IS TO BE
FOUND IN ABSOLUTE POVERTY. THE MOST DRAMATIC PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE.
BUT WE MUST NOT KID OURSELVES. THE LONG JOURNEY TO A MUCH BETTER LIFE
FOR OUR PEOPLE HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN.

42. LET ME END, AS | BEGAN ON THE IMPORTANCE OF REGIONAL PEACE AND
FRIENDSHIP. | WILL PRESS ONLY ONE POINT: WE MUST NOT MAKE THE MISTAKE
THAT WE AND OTHERS HAVE MADE IN THE PAST BECAUSE WE TOOK OUR EYES OFF
THE MOST IMPORTANT OBJECTIVE OF ALL. OR BECAUSE WE SUBORDINATED PEACE
AND FRIENDSHIP TO OTHER GOALS. THERE ARE VERY FEW, IF AT ALL, ECONOMIC,
SOCIAL, DIPLOMATIC, OR POLITICAL BENEFITS THAT JUSTIFY A THREAT TO
REGIONAL PEACE AND REGIONAL FRIENDSHIP.

43. IN THE YEARS AHEAD, WE MUST NOT BE PREPARED TO SACRIFICE THE
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP IN EXCHANGE FOR OTHER GAINS.
WHEN IT COMES TO OUR PRIORITIES, PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP MUST BE THE FIRST
WITHOUT EQUALS. IT MUST BE THE OVER-RIDING IMPERATIVE.

44. YOU MAY THINK THAT THIS IS A CONTROVERSIAL POINT. TO THE EAST ASIANS
WHO REMEMBER OUR HISTORY SINCE THE 1930’S NO PROOF IS NEEDED.

45. TO GO BACK TO THE GERMAN PHILOSOPHER | MENTIONED AT THE START
(SCHOPENHAUER), | SINCERELY HOPE THE IDEA THAT PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP IS
BY FAR THE MOST IMPORTANT OBJECTIVE OF EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING
WILL NEVER NEED TO BE RIDICULED, OR VIOLENTLY OPPOSED, BEFORE IT IS
ACCEPTED AS SELF EVIDENT — BY THIS GENERATION AND SUCCEEDING
GENERATIONS OF EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY BUILDERS.



46. OUR DESIRE FOR PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP MUST BE OUR MAIN COMPASS. |
BELIEVE THAT IF WE LOSE THIS COMPASS, EAST ASIA WILL BE IN PERIL. | BELIEVE
THAT IF WE KEEP THIS COMPASS ALWAYS BY OUR SIDE, WE WILL NOT LOSE OUR
WAY, NO MATTER HOW THE STORMS OF ADVERSITY MIGHT TRY TO BLOW US OFF
COURSE. THROUGH THE DARKEST OF NIGHTS, THE THICKEST OF FOG, WE WILL BE
ABLE TO FIND OUR WAY TO THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY THAT WE MUST BUILD IN
THE DECADES TO COME.

THANK YOU.



