KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY
THE HON. DATO’ SERI ABDULLAH BIN HAJI AHMAD BADAWI
AT JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA, DELHI, INDIA
21 DECEMBER 2004

“ISLAM HADHARI”

BISMILLAHIR RAHMANIR RAHIM

ASSALAMUALAIKUM WARAHMATULLAHI WABARAKATUH AND GOOD AFTERNOON
EXCELLENCIES

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

1. IT GIVES ME GREAT PRIVILEGE TO STAND BEFORE YOU, AND SAY A FEW WORDS
HERE TODAY, IN ONE OF INDIA’'S GREAT CENTRAL UNIVERSITIES. IT IS AN
HONOUR INDEED TO BE CONFERRED THIS DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LETTERS
(HONORIS CAUSA). | WOULD LIKE TO RECORD MY APPRECIATION TO JAMIA MILLIA
ISLAMIA FOR GIVING ME THE DISTINCTION OF ADDRESSING ALL OF YOU THIS
AFTERNOON.

2. 1 STAND BEFORE YOU AS A PERSON OF VARIOUS ROLES. | AM A MUSLIM AND A
LEADER WHO GOVERNS A MULTI-ETHNIC AND MULTI-RELIGIOUS NATION.
MALAYSIA IS PEACEFUL AND GROWING RAPIDLY, AND BY THE GRACE OF ALLAH,
ITS PEOPLE OF MANY DIFFERENT ETHNICITIES AND FAITH LIVE IN HARMONY,
JOINED BY MUTUAL RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING. WE SEE STRENGTH IN OUR
DIVERSITY AND ENJOY THE UNITY OF AN EXTRAORDINARY NATION THAT HAS
SUCCEEDED IN DEVELOPING ITSELF IN A RELATIVELY SHORT HISTORY SINCE
GAINING INDEPENDENCE.

3. | SPEAK ALSO AS THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC
CONFERENCE, OR O.I.C., A GROUPING WHICH GIVES VOICE TO 57 MUSLIM
MAJORITY NATIONS. AS CHAIRPERSON, | HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
EXPRESSING THEIR GRIEVANCES AND THEIR ASPIRATIONS, AND TO REFLECT
THEIR SENTIMENT.

4. IT IS IN THESE TWO CAPACITIES THAT | SPEAK TODAY ON THE SUBJECT OF
ISLAM AND IN PARTICULAR, ON THE STATE OF AFFAIRS OF MY FAITH, AND
MALAYSIA’'S OWN EXPERIENCE OF THE REALITY OF ISLAM AND MUSLIMS IN OUR
OWN CONTEXT, AS WELL AS THAT OF AN EVER-CHANGING WORLD, FRAUGHT WITH
CHALLENGES AND DEVELOPMENTS THAT REVERBERATE EVEN HERE IN INDIA.



5. THE SHEER WEIGHT OF THE PROBLEMS FACING THE MUSLIM WORLD TODAY IS
TREMENDOUS. MANY MUSLIM COUNTRIES ARE SYNONYMOUS WITH POVERTY AND
ILLITERACY; SOME STAND OUT BECAUSE OF OPPRESSION AND INJUSTICE.
MUSLIMS DO NOT HAVE A GLOBAL COMMON VOICE THAT IS TAKEN SERIOUSLY.
THE U.N.D.P’'S ARAB HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT FOR 2003, WHICH COVERS A
REGION SYNONYMOUS WITH ISLAM, NOTED THAT ARAB SOCIETIES CONTINUE TO
FACE THE CRITICAL PROBLEMS OF WIDENING GAPS IN FREEDOM, THE STATUS OF
WOMEN, AND KNOWLEDGE. ISLAM’'S EMPHASIS ON THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
ESPECIALLY, EVIDENT TO ALL WHO HAVE READ THE PAGES OF THE QURAN, IS
POORLY REFLECTED IN MANY MUSLIM SOCIETIES, WHERE STANDARDS IN
EDUCATION ARE DISMAL.

6. CORRUPTION IS ANOTHER MAJOR PROBLEM IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. WE FARE
EXTREMELY POORLY IN TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL’'S CORRUPTION
PERCEPTION INDEX. OF THE 145 COUNTRIES SURVEYED IN 2004, MUSLIM
COUNTRIES BARELY MADE THE TOP THIRTY. MORE THAN HALF OF THE LAST TEN
RANKINGS ARE OCCUPIED BY MUSLIM COUNTRIES.

7. WHILE MUSLIMS CANNOT JUST POINT TO OTHERS FOR THE STATE OF THEIR
SOCIETIES TODAY, EXACERBATING THESE GRIM CONDITIONS IS A HARSH REALITY
OF A GLOBAL ORDER THAT CONTINUE TO OPPRESS, OBLITERATE AND VILIFY
MILLIONS OF MUSLIMS WORLDWIDE.

8. MANY INSTANCES OF OPPRESSION ARE COMMON KNOWLEDGE. THE ISSUE OF
PALESTINE AND THE PLIGHT OF ITS PEOPLE — DENIED THE RIGHT TO LAND,
SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-GOVERNANCE — REMAINS UNRESOLVED. ALSO
DOMINATING THE HEADLINES IS IRAQ — A COUNTRY UNILATERALLY INVADED,
WHERE THE CLIMATE OF FEAR CREATED BY A DOCTRINE OF PRE-EMPTION AND
PREDOMINANCE, IS PROVING TO BE AS OPPRESSIVE AS THE CRUEL DICTATORSHIP
BY WHICH SADDAM HUSSEIN ONCE RULED.

9. ISLAM AND MUSLIMS CONTINUE TO BE PORTRAYED AS ‘VIOLENT’, ‘EXTREMFE’
AND ‘INTOLERANT’. THE POST-SEPTEMBER 11TH WORLD HAS PERPETUATED A
NEGATIVE ISLAMIC STEREOTYPE, WELL-DOCUMENTED AND NOW CLEAR FOR ALL
TO SEE. THE CURRENT PERCEPTION OF ISLAM CONTINUES TO BE FED BY HIDDEN
ASSUMPTIONS AND DISTORTIONS OF FACT THAT PREMISE EVEN THE MOST
‘NEUTRAL’ COVERAGE OF MUSLIMS AND EVENTS AROUND THEM. I QUOTE — “THERE
ALSO SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A STRANGE REVIVAL OF CANONICAL, THOUGH
PREVIOUSLY DISCREDITED, ORIENTALIST IDEAS ABOUT MUSLIM, GENERALLY NON-
WHITE, PEOPLE — IDEAS WHICH HAVE ACHIEVED A STARTLING PROMINENCE AT A
TIME WHEN RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS MISREPRENTATIONS OF EVERY OTHER
CULTURAL GROUP ARE NO LONGER CIRCULATED WITH SUCH IMPUNITY. MALICIOUS
GENERALIZATIONS ABOUT ISLAM HAVE BECOME THE LAST ACCEPTABLE FORM OF
DENIGRATION OF FOREIGN CULTURE IN THE WEST” — UNQUOTE. WHAT THE LATE
SCHOLAR AND POLITICAL ACTIVIST, EDWARD SAID, ONCE WROTE NEAR TEN
YEARS AGO STILL HOLDS TRUE TO THIS DAY.



10. TO THEIR CREDIT, SOME WESTERN LEADERS HAVE REPEATEDLY STRESSED
THAT ‘THIS IS NOT A WAR AGAINST ISLAM’. BUT THIS APPEARS TRIVIAL WHEN
POPULAR SENTIMENT IS DRIVEN BY A SENSATIONALIST WESTERN MEDIA THAT
FOCUSES ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON EXTREMIST DISCOURSE. AS DIVERSE AS THE
CHRISTIAN WORLD, THIS GREAT MONOTHEISTIC RELIGION IS TREATED AS A
MONOLITH, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, DESPITE CLEAR DIFFERENCES AMONG
MUSLIMS THROUGHOUT THE GLOBE. THE NUANCES OF THE DEBATE WITHIN THE
MUSLIM WORLD ARE TOTALLY IGNORED. THE BREADTH OF DIFFERENT OPINIONS
AMONG MUSLIMS IS UNHEARD OF. THE MANY PROGRESSIVE ENDEAVOURS AND
EXPERIMENTS UNDERWAY IN MUSLIM SOCIETIES GO UNREPORTED. IT IS AGAINST
THIS BACKGROUND THAT | WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU, A LITTLE OF WHAT
IS HAPPENING AT MY HOME.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

11. THERE ARE A FEW KEY AREAS IN WHICH THE MUSLIM WORLD NEEDS TO
PRIORITISE. FIRST IS A COMMITMENT TO GOOD GOVERNANCE, WHICH MUST BE
DEMONSTRATED THROUGH BEST PRACTICES, RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT AND MORAL
LEADERSHIP, ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND THE RULE OF LAW. ANY MUSLIM
LEADER ASSUMING POWER IN THEIR COUNTRY SHOULD BE REMINDED OF THE
QURANIC VERSE IN SURAH AN NISAA VERSE 58: WHICH MEANS “ALLAH DOTH
COMMAND YOU TO RENDER BACK YOUR TRUSTS TO THOSE TO WHOM THEY ARE
DUE; AND WHEN YE JUDGE BETWEEN MAN AND MAN, THAT YE JUDGE WITH
JUSTICE".

12. ANOTHER KEY AREA, AND A CONSIDERABLE CHALLENGE, IS THE
ENCOURAGEMENT OF REFORM AND RENEWAL IN ISLAMIC THOUGHT. | HAVE
ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT BY OPENING UP THE DISCURSIVE SPACE IN THE MUSLIM
WORLD, WE ENRICH OUR INTELLECTUAL TRADITION AND DIRECTLY CHALLENGE
THE EXTREMIST DOCTRINES THAT HAVE BEEN LINKED TO ISLAM OVER THE LAST
FEW YEARS. WHILE WE RECOGNISE THAT RITUALS ARE IMPORTANT, THAT THE
WRITTEN WORD OF THE QURAN IS SACRED, WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT AS MUSLIMS
WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT AND ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES OF OUR RELIGION.

13. IN THE PAST, AND MOST REGRETTABLY SOME INSTANCES IN PRESENT DAY,
SHARIAH HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO SOCIO-POLITICAL INFLUENCES RESULTING IN
LAWS BEARING THE NAME OF ISLAM, BUT IN FACT RUN AGAINST THE SPIRIT AND
PRINCIPLES OF THE FAITH. THE RENEWAL OF ISLAMIC THOUGHT MUST, | BELIEVE,
BE AN ONGOING PROCESS, ENSURING THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE MESSAGE AND
GUARDING ITS PLURALISM AND DIVERSITY. IT MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO BE
OSSIFIED OR FOSSILISED BY BLIND ACCEPTANCE OF TRADITIONAL THOUGHT AND
OPINION. NARROW, LITERALIST INTERESTS THAT INVOKE THE NAME OF GOD MUST
NOT BE ALLOWED TO MANIPULATE THE FAITH AND PREVENT ISLAM FROM BEING A
RELIGION FOR ALL TIME, AS INTENDED BY ALLAH S.W.T..



14. | HAVE THEREFORE REPEATEDLY CALLED FOR THE RELEVANCE OF
CONTEMPORARY WTIHAD — THAT IS, THE EFFORT MADE BY A MUSLIM JURIST OR
SCHOLAR TO DEDUCE A LAW OR OPINION, NOT SELF-EVIDENT FROM THE SOURCES
OF THE SHARIAH. THE PROBLEMS THAT CONTEMPORARY MUSLIM SOCIETIES ARE
CONFRONTED WITH TODAY ARE NOT THE PROBLEMS OF THE 6TH CENTURY, AND
THE SOLUTIONS WE NEED TODAY DO NOT LIE WITH THE NOTION OF A SHARIAH
PURPORTEDLY FINAL AND COMPLETE FOURTEEN HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

15. THE NOTION THAT THE ISLAMIC CONCEPT OF LAW IS ABSOLUTE AND HENCE
IMMUTABLE HAS RESULTED IN INTELLECTUAL INERTIA AMONG SOME SCHOLARS.
SOME HAVE BECOME LITTLE MORE THAN APOLOGISTS FOR ISLAM. WE MUST
REMEMBER THAT ISLAM WAS ONCE THE DOMINANT WORLDVIEW BECAUSE ITS
SCHOLARS RESPONDED TO SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES AND TO CONTEMPORARY
CHALLENGES AND MODERNISATION. MUHAMMAD IQBAL, IN HIS ‘RECONSTRUCTION
OF RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN ISLAM’” WROTE: “SINCE THINGS HAVE CHANGED AND
THE WORLD OF ISLAM IS TODAY CONFRONTED AND AFFECTED BY NEW FORCES
SET FREE BY EXTRAORDINARY DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN THOUGHT IN ALL ITS
DIRECTIONS, | SEE NO REASON WHY THE ATTITUDE OF FINALITY IN THE LEGAL
SCHOOLS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED. THE TEACHING OF THE QURAN THAT LIFE IS A
PROCESS OF PROGRESSIVE CREATION NECESSITATES THAT EACH GENERATION,
GUIDED BUT UNHAMPERED BY THE WORK OF ITS PREDECESSOR, SHOULD BE
PERMITTED TO SOLVE ITS OWN PROBLEMS”. END QUOTE.

16. AS FAR AS MALAYSIA IS CONCERNED, | HUMBLY BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE
LESSONS TO IMPART AND PERHAPS A MODEL TO SHOWCASE, OF A FAIRLY
SUCCESSFUL, MODERN MUSLIM COUNTRY. MUSLIMS IN MALAYSIA HAVE TRIED TO
WALK THE MIDDLE PATH — THE PATH OF MODERATION — AND WE BELIEVE THAT WE
ARE ENJOINED TO FIND SUCCESS BOTH IN THE HEREAFTER AND IN THIS WORLD,
GIVING EQUAL EMPHASIS TO FARDU KIFAYAH AND FARDU "AIN.

17. OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES, WE HAVE SEEN THE RAPID RISE OF ISLAMIST
MOVEMENTS. WHILE MANY ARE APOLITICAL AND FOCUS MORE ON SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES, MANY OTHERS HAVE BECOME POLITICAL AND PARTICIPATE IN THE
LEGITIMATE POLITICAL FRAMEWORKS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES; AND
THEY HAVE BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH, WHAT IS REFERRED TO AS, POLITICAL
ISLAM. THEY PARTICIPATE IN POLITICS, YET THEY ENVISION A GOAL WHICH MAY
BE VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE POLITICAL SYSTEM AND PARTICIPATORY
DEMOCRACY OF A PLURAL SOCIETY.

18. IN MY COUNTRY, THE OPPOSITION PAN-MALAYSIA ISLAMIC PARTY, POPULARLY
KNOWS AS PAS, HAS POLITICISED RELIGION TO THE EXTENT THAT IT CLAIMS A
MONOPOLY ON ISLAM. THEY CANVASS FOR VOTES BY TELLING VILLAGERS THAT
THEY WOULD BE ASSURED OF HEAVEN IF THEY VOTE FOR PAS. AFTER THE 1999
GENERAL ELECTIONS — WHICH SAW THE BIGGEST GAINS EVER MADE BY PAS —
SOME IN MY PARTY THOUGHT THAT WE HAD TO BECOME MORE ISLAMIST THAN
THE OPPOSITION, EVEN THOUGH MY PARTY OPENLY STANDS FOR AN INCLUSIVE
AND PROGRESSIVE ISLAM. THIS WAS, OF COURSE, A VERY DANGEROUS GAME OF
ONE-UPMANSHIP. WHILE MALAYSIAN POLITICAL CHOICES ARE TO SOME EXTENT



INFLUENCED BY THE ISSUE OF RELIGIOSITY, WHAT IS ACTUALLY MORE IMPORTANT
TO THE VOTERS ARE THE ISSUES OF GOOD GOVERNANCE AND BROAD-BASED
ECONOMIC GROWTH.

19. WHEN | BECAME PRIME MINISTER LAST YEAR, I EMBARKED ON SOME MODEST
REFORMS IN ORDER TO ADDRESS THE GRIEVANCES WHICH LED TO OUR EROSION
OF SUPPORT IN 1999. | TOOK A HARD LINE ON CORRUPTION. I ORDERED AN
EXTENSIVE REFORM PROGRAM FOR THE POLICE FORCE. | STRESSED ON THE NEED
TO HAVE CREDIBLE AND INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT, LIKE THE
JUDICIARY. | EMBARKED ON BALANCING THE BUDGET AND REDIRECTING
GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON NEEDY SOCIOECONOMIC PROGRAMS. | PUSHED FOR A
MORE EFFECTIVE EDUCATION SYSTEM. I LAUNCHED AN INITIATIVE TO DEVELOP
BIOTECHNOLOGY AND TO MODERNISE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR SO THAT THE
RURAL AREAS — WHICH ARE PREDOMINANTLY MUSLIM — WOULD NOT BE LEFT
BEHIND.

20. BY THE GRACE OF ALLAH, THE ELECTORATE RESPONDED. THIS YEAR, MY PARTY
WAS RETURNED WITH ITS BIGGEST MAJORITY SINCE INDEPENDENCE. WE WERE
ABLE WIN BACK THE STATE WE LOST IN 1999. WE HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT WE
CAN ROLL BACK THE ISLAMISTS, NOT BY ENGAGING IN A ‘HOLIER-THAN-THOU’
CONTEST, BUT BY ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF ANGER AND FRUSTRATION.
I PUT IT TO YOU, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THAT THE ISSUES WE ADDRESSED ARE
SIMILAR TO THOSE IN MANY OTHER MUSLIM COUNTRIES. IF YOU CONFRONT AND
DEAL WITH THESE ISSUES, YOU CAN PREVAIL OVER ISLAMISTS IN A DEMOCRATIC
CONTEST.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

21. IT CANNOT BE DENIED THAT ISLAM HAS BECOME AN INCREASINGLY POWERFUL
IMPERATIVE FOR MUSLIMS TO ACT TODAY. IN MALAYSIA, WE BELIEVE THAT THIS
COMPULSION TO ACT BECAUSE OF RELIGION CAN BE DIRECTED TOWARDS GOOD,
TOWARDS PROGRESS, AND TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT. WE CALL THIS APPROACH
ISLAM  HADHARI — LITERALLY ‘CIVILISATIONAL ISLAM® — OR AN APPROACH
TOWARDS A PROGRESSIVE ISLAMIC CIVILISATION. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT
VALUES SUBSTANCE OVER FORM. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT SEEKS TO MAKE
MUSLIMS UNDERSTAND THAT PROGRESS IS ENJOINED BY ISLAM. IT IS AN
APPROACH THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH MODERNITY AND YET FIRMLY ROOTED IN
THE NOBLE VALUES AND INJUNCTIONS OF ISLAM.

22. ISLAM HADHARI IS AN APPROACH THAT EMPHASISES DEVELOPMENT,
CONSISTENT WITH THE TENETS OF ISLAM, AND FOCUSES ON ENHANCING THE
QUALITY OF LIFE. IT AIMS TO ACHIEVE THIS VIA THE MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE;
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE NATION; THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF A DYNAMIC ECONOMIC, TRADING AND FINANCIAL SYSTEM; AND THE PURSUIT
OF INTEGRATED AND BALANCED DEVELOPMENT TO DEVELOP PIOUS AND CAPABLE
PEOPLE, WITH CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTION OF THE WEAK AND
DISADVANTAGED.



23. ISLAM HADHARI IS NOT A NEW RELIGION. IT IS NOT A NEW TEACHING NOR IS
IT A NEW MAZHAB OR DENOMINATION. ISLAM HADHARI IS AN EFFORT TO BRING
THE UMMAH BACK TO BASICS, TO RETURN TO THE PRIMACY OF VALUES AND
PRINCIPLES, AS PRESCRIBED IN THE QURAN AND THE HADITH THAT FORM THE
FOUNDATION OF ISLAMIC CIVILISATION. IT POSITS TEN FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES WHICH MUSLIM COUNTRIES MUST DEMONSTRATE:

I. FIRST, FAITH AND PIETY IN ALLAH;
Il. SECOND, A JUST AND TRUSTWORTHY GOVERNMENT;
I1l. THIRD, A FREE AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE;
IV. FOURTH, A VIGOROUS PURSUIT AND MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE;
V. FIFTH, BALANCED AND COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT;
VI. SIXTH, A GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE;
VIl. SEVENTH, PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF MINORITY GROUPS AND
WOMEN;
VIIl. EIGHTH, CULTURAL AND MORAL INTEGRITY;
IX. NINTH, SAFEGUARDING NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT;
AND
X. TENTH, STRONG DEFENCE CAPABILITIES.

24. IT IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE PRINCIPLES THAT OUR LAWS AND
POLICIES HAVE BEEN AND CONTINUE TO BE FORMULATED AND REVIEWED — THAT
IS LAWS AND POLICIES THAT REPRESENT THE BEST INTERESTS OF SOCIETY
(MASLAHA). AND IT IS THROUGH OUR CONSISTENT AND CONTINUING RECORD OF
IMPROVING GOVERNANCE FOR THE PEOPLE, AND BY PRACTISING AND OBSERVING
A HIGH COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY, THAT MALAYSIA OFFERS A
MODEST WORKING MODEL OF RENEWAL, REFORM AND THE BEGINNINGS OF A
RENAISSANCE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD. | CERTAINLY DO NOT WISH TO ASSUME
THAT OUR EXPERIENCES ARE A ‘ONE-SIZE FITS ALL’ PRESCRIPTION, AND | AM
WELL AWARE THAT DIFFERENT COUNTRIES NEED DIFFERENT SOLUTIONS TO THEIR
PROBLEMS. BUT | DO BELIEVE THAT MALAYSIA CAN OFFER INTERESTING INSIGHTS
INTO THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF A PROGRESSIVE AND MODERN MUSLIM NATION.

25. MALAYSIA’'S EXPERIENCE AND OUR PROMOTION OF ISLAM HADHARI ALSO
CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE A PROGRESSIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS RELATIONS WITH
NON-MUSLIM MINORITIES AND BETWEEN GENDER. OUR APPROACH DOES NOT
THREATEN THE RIGHTS OF NON-MUSLIMS. IN FACT, WE CELEBRATE THE DIVERSITY
OF OUR RESPECTIVE CULTURES AND HERITAGE. THOSE OF OTHER FAITHS IN
MALAYSIA, ALTHOUGH A MINORITY, HAVE NEVER BEEN PERSECUTED AND THERE IS
NO TOLERANCE IN MY ADMINISTRATION FOR DISCRIMINATION AND PREJUDICE
AGAINST ANY RELIGIOUS GROUP. | AM A MUSLIM, BUT | AM ALSO A LEADER OF ALL
MALAYSIANS — WHATEVER THEIR FAITH.

26. SIMILARLY, WE HAVE TRIED TO ENSURE THAT THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN ARE
PROTECTED AND THAT THEY FULFIL THEIR POTENTIAL WITHOUT HAVING TO FACE
ARTIFICIAL BARRIERS CONSTRUCTED IN THE NAME OF ISLAM. WE KNOW ISLAM TO
BE JUST AND FAIR, AND THAT IT HONOURS THE POSITION AND RIGHTS OF
WOMEN. BUT THERE ARE CLEAR INSTANCES OF PREJUDICES BEING CLOAKED IN



RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS IN THE MUSLIM WORLD, AIMED AT PASSING OFF GENDER
DISCRIMINATION AS THE ACCEPTED NORM. THIS WILL SIMPLY NOT DO. BUT
BEYOND THE ISSUE OF GENDER JUSTICE, THERE ARE OTHER COMPELLING
REASONS TO SET THE SITUATION RIGHT. SOME OF OUR BEST AND BRIGHTEST
STUDENTS ARE WOMEN. IF SOCIETY DOES NOT ALLOW THEM TO FULFIL THEIR
POTENTIAL, THEN WE WILL NOT BE GETTING THE BEST PEOPLE FOR THE RIGHT
POSITIONS. AGAIN, I HAVE DRIVEN THIS OBJECTIVE AS A KEY PLANK IN THE
PROMOTION OF ISLAM HADHARI.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

27. IN OUR EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT MALAYSIA WILL CONTINUE TO BE A
PLATFORM FOR THRIVING ISLAMIC THOUGHT, AS WELL AS REMAIN TO BE AN
ONGOING TESTAMENT TO THE TRUTH THAT ISLAM EMBRACES PROGRESS AND
MODERNITY, MALAYSIA WILL INVITE SCHOLARS OF ISLAM FROM ALL OVER THE
WORLD TO INITIATE THE PROCESS OF INTELLECTUAL REFORM AND RENEWAL. THIS
WILL NOT BE EASY. WE WILL FACE OPPOSITION BY THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT
THEY — AND ONLY THEY — CAN PARTICIPATE IN RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE. IT IS FOR
THIS REASON THAT THIS EFFORT MUST NOT BE EXCLUSIVIST IN NATURE. WHILE I
BELIEVE THAT PROGRESSIVE OR MODERNIST THINKERS MUST BE GIVEN THE
SPACE AND OPPORTUNITY TO PROPAGATE THEIR VIEWS, IT MUST BE DONE WITHIN
THE CONTEXT OF A DIALOGUE WITHIN ISLAM INVOLVING THOSE WITH MORE
CONSERVATIVE OR LITERALIST LEANINGS.

28. COMMENTATORS IN THE WEST WHO HAVE PICKED UP ON THE NUANCES OF
THIS DEBATE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD HAVE CATEGORISED IT AS A ‘BATTLFE
WITHIN ISLAM BETWEEN THE MODERATES AND THE CONSERVATIVES. | WOULD
RATHER FASHION IT AS A DIALOGUE. A ‘BATTLE’ WOULD ONLY RESULT IN A ZERO-
SUM GAME. INSTEAD, WE MUST GET SCHOLARS WHO ARE TRAINED IN THE
TRADITIONS TO INTERACT WITH SCHOLARS TRAINED IN THE MODERN
DISCIPLINES IN AN OPEN ENVIRONMENT, IN ORDER TO PRODUCE A LIVELY AND
CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE.

29. WHAT IS NEEDED IN THE MUSLIM WORLD IS A MEETING OF MINDS IN ORDER
TO EXPAND THE SPACE FOR DEBATE AND DISCUSSION. WHEN | WAS INVITED TO
GIVE A TALK AT THE OXFORD CENTRE FOR ISLAMIC STUDIES IN OCTOBER, I
OFFERED MALAYSIA AS THE FOCAL POINT FOR PROMOTING A MORE OPEN AND
DIVERSE ISLAMIC DISCOURSE. | REITERATE THAT OFFER HERE TODAY. OUR
UNIVERSITIES WILL WORK TOGETHER WITH INSTITUTIONS AROUND THE WORLD,
AND | WELCOME THE JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA, TO PROMOTE A CRITICAL DIALOGUE
THAT NEEDS TO TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE MUSLIM WORLD. WHILST WE CONTINUE
TO STRIVE TO FIND COMMON GROUND WITH PEOPLE OF OTHER FAITHS, WE MUST
ALSO OPEN UP THE DISCOURSE WITHIN THE UMMAH. IT IS MY HOPE THAT THIS
INITIATIVE WILL FIND A NETWORK OF SIMILAR EXPERIMENTS AROUND THE
WORLD, SO THAT ITS OBJECTIVE CAN BE MULTIPLIED TO AS MANY COUNTRIES,
REACHING AS MANY MUSLIMS AS POSSIBLE.



EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

30. | THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN FOR THIS GREAT HONOUR OF BEING CONFERRED
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LETTERS (HONORIS CAUSA) FROM YOUR
DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY. | HOPE THAT THE OPPORTUNITY THAT WE HAVE TO
EXCHANGE VIEWS TODAY WILL LEAD TO A SHARPER FOCUS, TO GREATER CLARITY,
AND TO STRONGER DETERMINATION FOR US TO DO OUR PART IN CHANGING THE
CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE UMMAH.

THANK YOU.



